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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The three story cast stone and brick Federal building in Coeur d'Alene is in
an Adamesque style. ' It is characterized by its first story round arched openings,
cast stone quoins, and an ornate terra cotta portico.

Two engaged columns with alternating smooth and fluted segments flank a double
doorway. These support an entabulature with a denticulated cornice, above which
is perched a sculpted eagle and flag staff., In the tympanum is a fine gilded
wrought-iron grill.

Other decorative elements in terra cotta include a delicate frieze above the
first story. Garlanded panels between the second and third stories, third
story plaques and the cornice. A tiled hipped roof with rectangular dormers
at either end caps the building.

The 93" x 114" structure is T shaped with'a tho' $tory brick wing extending from
the rear. Some landscaping separates the building from the sidewalk.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Coeur d'Alene Federal building is significant in being one of the finer
federal buildings constructed in Idaho., The decorative motifs, the contrast
of the red brick and cast stone, and the imposing stature of the edifice
contribute to its being one of the landmarks of Coeur d'Alene,

The securing of a Federal building by an Idaho city was always hearlded with pride.
The structure served as a tangible indication of an area's rise in stature.

The citizens of Coeur d'Alene patiently endured a 17 year wait prior to seeing
their city's ‘building hopes realized. A 1910 $100,000,00 appropriation was
delayed by attempts to secure more moneys. These were eventually granted, but
World War I suspended all building appropriations. The program was not resumed
until the mid-twenties and the Coeur d'Alene project was not started until 1927.
The city's Tong wait was well rewarded by this fine structure, one of the most
elegant in Idaho.
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