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The attached property, St. Luke’s Protestant Episcopal Church
in Sussex County, Delaware, reference number 77000400, was
listed in the National Register of Historic Places by the Keeper
of the National Register on 10/28/1977, as evidenced by the
FEDERAL REGISTER/WEEKLY LIST notice of Tuesday, February
7, 1978, Part ll, Vol.43, No. 26, page 5185. The attached
nomination form is a copy of the original documentation
provided to the Keeper at the time of listing.
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INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM |DATE ENTERED '

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLFfE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

: BEUNAME
HISTORIC ) &é‘t. Luke's Protestant Episcopal Church .,‘.33-
AND/DR CGMMON ] . o"c
St. Tuke's Protestant Episcopal Church ' 3]
BEALoCATION 1553“

STALET & NUMBER ‘d&

Front Street . NOT FOf PUBI-ZATION

TITY. TOWN - ‘ CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Seaford — VICINITY OF One
STATE : : CODE COUNTY CODE
¢ Delaware 10 . Sussex 003
: EXCLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PAESENT USE
—DISTAICT —PusLIC Joccurin —AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
. XauILDINGIS) X.PRIVAIE . —UNDOCCUPIED _COMMERCIAL __PARK
! — STHUCTURE ~BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS ~EOUCATIONAL —PRIVATE AESIDENCE
’ —SITE " PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT  XREuGIOUS
_.OBJECT — INPROCESS —~.YES' RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC
—BEING CONSIDERLD XyEs. UNRESTRIETED —_INDUSTRIAL —.TRANSPORTATION
—NO —-MILITARY —OTHER:
——
EBOWNER OF PROPERTY
HAME

Rector, Wardens and Vestry of St. Luke's Church
STACET & NUMBER - }

X Front Strect
CITY, TOWN STATE

5 Seaford. —_ VICINITY OF Delaware
ELOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

1 COURTNOUSE, _
; REGISTAY OFDEEDSEIC  gsgax County Court House
- STACET & NUMBER e Clrole
. . CITY, TOWN STATE (
! - Georgetown . Delaware '
‘ BREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

e Delaware Cultural Resource Survey; 5-258

DATE

1973 —FEDERAL X_STATE _COUNTY . 1DCAL

BEPOSITORYFOR  Diyisfion of Historical and Cultural Affairs,

SURVEYRECORDS  Burcau of Archiacology & Mistoric Preservation

CITY. TOWN STATE
povar Delaware
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. revival style structure. .
Street on the south. Poplar Street. on’thc north, North Street on the east and Front

"lot is.the .pansh house which was hui].t :l.n the 1920'
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[Z]DESCRIPTION . : -
(¥ () ;
CCNDITION ] CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
X_EXCELLENT ~DETERIORATED —_UNALIERED Z oRiGINAL §ITE
—GO0D _RUINS | - Xaereo . L _MOVED  DATE
—FAR ~—UNEXPOSED e i

2 .
DESCBIBE THE PHESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) FHYS CAL A?PEARANCE B

Reconstzucted in 1904. St:.: uke's: Protestnnt Episcopal Church is a late Gothic- .
“The church sits on a one-square block lot bounded by King

‘The church lot ‘includes a large cemetery. ' To the rear of the

Streel on the west.
and which holds no significance.

L

'rhe churchi is con trucf.ed oE brick—laid .in ccmmon running bond. Its facade is

‘ c‘inminated By a battlemented three-story tower with lancet windows and a canopied front
;door‘:‘ Flanking the tower are lancet windows. .

Three sets of lancet ‘stained-glass

windowa pierce the side \qnus. 1A slate: ,gahle roaf, with exposed rafters and a flared
eave sumount;n ‘the ‘main two-st;oty PQ:tion of tha .church. | The, roof ol.' the one-stn"y
connecting, chancel has a. rnorc prnnauncedlﬂara.' Concrete butuesses, added in 943
to stabilim the 5I:ructure. complnte the Gof.hic design. 'rhis was the only addition

made to the 1904 renovation. .

e T B LN . '
T'he :lntar:lor is dlstingu:.shed hy dark colored roof timbers, sl‘iu].atlng English
cak, with exposed: trusses. The walls are white plaster.

- R f sad . . .
only the walls and chancel remain from the original structure of 1843 which
had a steeple inste-d of the present Gothic tower. The castern wing, including the

chancel and vestry xroom, was a later addition, predating the 1904 Gothic roconstruction,
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“.' PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

‘: _'l’;IEMlSIDRIc _.Antusuwuv PREHISTORIC  _COMMUNITY PLANNING L LANTISCAPE ARCHITECTURE - X RELIGION

i- ' —1400.1498 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIG —CONSERVATION AW —SCIENCE

v —1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —tcanowics —UTERATURE " X scurprune ’

L —1600-169% X ARCHITECTURE —EQUCATION —MILITARY ~SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN

£ —1700-179% —ART, ., . L —ENGINEEMING —MusIC Z_THEATER

E -B1800-1899 —.COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _ ._PHILDSOPHY —IRANSFORTATION

i Xis00- —COMMUNICATIONS ~INDUSTRY | ’ —POLITICS/GOVEANMENT —OTHER ISPECIFY] .
—IHVENTION . !

SPECIFIC dA’Tes 1843, 1904 HUILDEA/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGN!FICANCE

e et

nlthough, - 13\Sea£oxd's oldest church building stil i) ’use. st.’ Luke's is
architecturany signicicant primarily’ forits 1904 Gothic-revival. reconstruction
‘'which remains. in-a high state of preServation. R 1 faithfully Yepeats Fnglish country
church architectura in detail, even ‘ineliding ‘the traditional yew tree near the
southeast corner, In other respects, the Gothic model was altered to conform to
modern” practice. Forx example, the main door rather than being in the south, is

in tha west, through the tower. On the whole, however, the architect successfuny
captured the style and spirit of his prototype.

[

The site’ of St. Lu}cc 8 was gi'.ren by Dr. John Gibbons, in nhose honor the .
church was dedicated to Luke, the Physician. Construction of tha original structure
.took place from 1838-1843. Over the years, the parish acguired the entire block

on which the church is situated. In 1904, the church was reconstructed to its . i
exlstlng late Gothic-revival style. '

' The cene..e::y ineludes graves of early Seaford pioneers, sea captains, doctoxs
and a former state governor, ' Therafore, it is historically significant to the

city of Seaford. The tombstones of these carly graves reflect an often forgotten
aspect ot Mmerican azt.
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[]MAJOR n:nLloGrz,’(li'incAL REFERENGES -\

Frank A. Zebley, The Churches of ‘Delm-:ar;e_

*J. Thomas Scharf, History of Delaware, Philadelphia: -L.J. Richards, 1888.
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IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA  Longitude  75° 38° 337
ACREAGE QF Nmum\rm PROPERTY ,Igs_a_nhan_nm " B
UIM REFERENCES : : L J latitude
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{ ZUNE EASTING S NORTHING ; ZONE :-EASTING ¢ NORTHING
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St. Luke's Church, cemetery and parish hou"e occupy an entire block bounded by Front
Street to the east, Paplar Street to the north,King Streat to the'south ‘and North
Street to the west. The chirch is centered on,thc east side of the block to face

Front Strect. The. parish house stands behind the church on the northwest corner of
tiorth and King Strecta. The cemetery densaly surrounds the sides and reat of the church
hecoming more diffuse: towards the remainder of the lot. : -
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5T All. STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

I

,fsme ' cone ' county 3 cone
. _ ° 6,33 .
smn . . COODE COUNTY d CODE
.FORM PREPARED BY oo | «
a Ca.* : )
ric_Registray ot
7 ORGANIZATION . BATE 1}
Division of llistorical & Cultural Affairs tay 1977
TSTREET & NUMBER TELEPAONE
Hall of, Records (302) 678-5314
i CITY OR JOWN STATE
" 'Dover’ =De1aware

EHSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION'OFFICER CERTIFICATION

| A THE EVALUATED SlGNIFICANCEOFTH!S PRUPEATY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
' B NMlONAL L STATE ; LOCAL e i
L o s ' R J .

As tl'u- designatod State Hislo:lc Plesewaﬂon Oﬂucm for lhe Nationnl Hlstmk: Piesarvalion Act of 19566 {Public Law89. 5651 1
heroby noininate this property far inclusion in the Natioml Aegister and'cmlufy that it has been evalusicd according to the
crimia and procodurn ul forth by the National Park Sarv' e
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i st. Lﬁke's‘ Church
Seaford, Delaware
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ENTRIES IN THE WiONhL REGISTER
STATE __DELAWARE
Date 'inteied 0CT 28 1977
Name _ Location
St, Luke's Protestant Episcopal Church Seaford
Sussex County
Ross, Governor William H,, House Seaford vici'uity

Sussex County
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Olﬁe'.r of Administration

MEMN
NV £ 11T
Also Notified . i}ﬂ;l I
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Hon. William V. Roth, Jr.
Hon. Joseph R. Bidem, Jr.
Hon, Thomas B. Evans, Jr.
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