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The attached property, St. Luke's Protestant Episcopal Church 
in Sussex County, Delaware, reference number 77000400, was 
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NAME
HISTORIC St. Luke's Protestant Episcopal Church

AND/OR COMMON
St. r.ufc?'s Protestant Episcopal Church

(LOCATION
STPEET4 NUMBER

Front Street -CATION
CITY. TOWN

Seaford — VICINITY OF
STATE • LODE

Delaware 10

^CLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP
—DISTRICT —PUBLIC
JJauiLOiNcist X.mv*ie
_ STRUCTURE _BO7M

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION
„OBJECT _JN PROCESS

—BEING CONSIDERED

STATUS
./OCCUPIED
—UNOCCUPIED
—WORK IN PROGRESS

ACCESSIBLE
_YES RESTHICIED

J^YES. UNRESTRICTED
_NO

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

One
COUNTY CODE

Sussex 003

PflESENTUSE
—AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
—COMMERCIAL —PARK
.-EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE
—ENTERTAINMENT JtRELIGIOUS
—GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC
—INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION
—MILITARY —OTHER:

OWNER OF PROPERTY

Rector, Wardena and Vestry of St. LuXe's Church
5TJUET A NUMBER

Front Street
CITY. TOWN

Seaford __ VICINITY OF
STATE
Delaware

^LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE,
REGi5iHYOFDUos,Eic 5ussox county Court House
STREET 4 NUMBER

The Circle
CITY, TOAN

Georgetown
STATE
Delaware

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE

Delaware Cultural Resource Survey; S-258

DATE
1973 —FEDERAL X-STATE —COUNTY _IOCAL

Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs, 
SURVEY necoRPi Bureau of Arcliaoology t Historic Preservation
cirr.TOWH

Dovar
STATE 
Delaware
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[23 DESCRIPTION^

CONDITION

X-EXCELLEHf .-DETERIORATED
_GOOO _RUINS
_FAI« _UHEXPO«D _

0
CHECK ONE

—UNALTERED
XjtLIERED .

CHECK ONE

21oRtCINALSI!E
. _ MOVED DATE ____ m __.

• i OESCRIBETHEP| RESENTANDORIGtNAL|IFKNOWN)PHYSICALAPPEARANCE

Rocoris true ted in^1904,'st..£uike|s Protestant Episcopal Church is a late Cptliic- 
revival style structure. The church sits on a one-square block lot bounded by King 
Street on the south, Poplar Street on the north, North Street on the cast and Front 
Street on the west. The church lot includes a large cemetery. To the rear of the 
lot is the'parish house which was built in the 1920*3 and which holds no significance.

.', ''' , :, .>"-•" A ' : '- '  ,'"  . •.".•':'••••>'••. '.. • .-••.''• .;.".--  .   - .-,''' ,'  ..

The.churchfis-constructed of'brick laid in cownon running bond. Its facade is 
doininated by a battleir.ented three-story-tower with lancet windows and a canopied front 
dooryi Flanking the towar are lancet windows. Three sets of lancet stained-glass 
windows pierce, the side walla, ; .A slate ,gable roof, with .exposed rafters and a .flared 
eave sunhountj»'*^J>e 'nain tv[p-st;otry portion/of "tth^i .church. .jThe, roof .of ,.the one-story 
connect!ng('.ch"ancel 'has ,'a .more'pronounced ̂ flare* , Concrete |buttressesi>. added in .19,43 
to stabilise'.the "structurer. coniplote . the' .Gothic design.' This was the only'addition 
made to the'1904 renovation'.,' .''".'..,', '. , *""..'. .

The interior is distinguished by dark colored roof timbers, simulating English 
oak, with exposed trusses. The walls are white plaster.

-*j
Only the walls and chancel remain from the original structure of 1843 which 

had a steeple inatt-;d of the present Gothic tower. The eastern wing, including the 
chancel and vestry room, was a later addition, predating the 1904 Gothic reconstruction*



SIGNIFlGANriK-
0

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
_ PREHISTORIC
-UOO-MSJ
— UOO-1591
-iftoo-iaai
-1700 I79t
Jit BOO- 1899
^1900-

— ANCHEUlUliT PREHISTORIC

—ARCHEOLOGY HISTORIC
_ AGRICULTURE
^ARCHITECTURE
_ ART., . . ,.

—COMMERCE
—COMMUNICATIONS

—COMMUNITY PUNNING
— CONSERVATION
.ECONOMICS
— EDUCATION
—ENGINEERING
_EXPLOP,A1IQS/SETTL£MENT
..INDUSTRY,
_JNVENTION

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

»_LAW ,
^LITERATURE

— MILITAftY
_MUSIfi
^PHILOSOPHY
—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

X- RELIGION
—SCIENCE
X.SCULPTUPJE
—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—THEATER
—TRANSPORTATION
—OTHER (SPECIFY!

SPECIFIC DATES 1343, 1004 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Although' it-is.i'Seaford 1̂  oldest church -building still in use, " St. Luke's 'is 
architecturally s'igriiCicant primarily for its 1904 Gothic-revival reconstruction ' 
which remains in;a high state of preservation. ' It' faithfully repeats English country 
church  architecture in detail, even' including rthft traditional yew tree near the 
southeast corner.' In other respect's, the Gothic model was altered to conform to 
modern practice. For oxanplo, th& main door rather than being in tho south, is 
in the west, through the tower. On tho whole, however, the architect successfully 
captured the style and spirit of his prototype,

The site of St. Luke's was given by or. John Gibbons, in whose honor the 
church was dedicated to Luke, the'Physician. Construction of tha original structure 
took place from 1838-XQ43, Over the years, tho parish acquired the entire blocK 
on which the church is situated. In 1504, the church was reconstructed to its 
existing late Gothic-revival style.

The cemetery includes graves of oarly Goaford pioneers, sea captains, doctors 
and a former state govsrnor. Therefore, it is historically significant to the 
city of Senford. The tombstones of these early graves reflect an often forgotten 
aspect of American art.



BIBUOfWAPHICAL RKl-'EKENCGS ^ 

Frank A. Zebley, The ChurchojL p£_ Dol_avar<* 

J. Thomas Scharf, History of Delaware, Philadelphia! -L.J. Richards,' 10QB,

^GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY I*Q58 thaa Cnfij-
UtM REFERENCES
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

St. Luke's Church, cemetery and parish house occupy an entire block bounded by Front 
Street to the east,.Poplar Street to the north,King Street to the"south'and Korth 
Street to the west. The church is centered on tho east side of the block to face 
Front Street. The parish house stands behind the chuech on the northwest,corner of 
North and King Streets. The cemetery densely surrounds the sides and rear of the church 
becoming more diffuse 'towards the remainder of the lot. -

~ LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 
i 
STATE CODE COUNTY jj' CODE

STATt CODE COUNTY

QjFORM PREPARED BY ^
NAME>i|lTLi -jlS 

iev1yi"«* V Mo^f-j, Hlsfnrle nf.ql Qt-irjiT- S
,'OHGANJIZATION ' ...., ,
' Division of Historical a cultural Affaira

STREET* NUMBEB

Hall of. Records
CITY OR TOWN

• " 'Dover* :'- '•'-••• : ' ; "' ' "'•'•• " • '••-.-->•' ••^'•-•'•;'-: •

*y CODE
£*,

May'a977
TELEPHONE

(302) 678-5314
STATE •

r- • JJ

Delaware

I0STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SlGNIFICANCEOFTHtS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

,•...._.. NATIONAL—. •_, : STATE_>U ; LOCAL ___

A»"th« designated State Historic Preservation Qficer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Publc Law 89-665). 
hetoby nominate ihli property for Inclusion in the Nattonil Roister and certify that it has been evaluated according to th« 
criteria and procedural set fonh by tho National P«ik Sorv'iGrfT

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE fl7/£l

_________ __..._„,.„. ___ ___ „, /DATE 9/12/77
FOR NPS USEONtT „ , , .,

j HEREBY CERTIFY THATTHIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

OAT6
-^ DIRECTQR, OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATIONATTEST:;- ^'/.vr-^'>-:::.•>: -,..•: ':'---'-y.-; ••',.:•••';: ,'•" ".'. '-,',.. .:.'.,. DATE

KEEPER OP THE NATIONAL REOISTEH
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.ENTRIES IN THE NATIQNM* REGISTER

STATE DELAWARE______ 

Date Entered OCT 28 1977

St. Luke's Protestant Episcopal Church 

Rosa, Governor William H,, House

Location

Seaford 
Sussex County

Seaford vicinity 
Sussex County

I

Alao notified
Hon. Wllliu V. Roth, Jr.
Hon. Joseph R. Bidtn, Jr*
Hon. ThoMi B. Evans, Jr.
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