United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
1849 C Street, NN\W,
Washington, D.C. 20240

The attached property, the Governor William H. Ross House, in
Sussex County, Delaware, reference number 77000399, was
listed in the National Register of Historic Places by the Keeper
of the National Register on 10/28/1977, as evidenced by the
FEDERAL REGISTER/WEEKLY LIST notice of Tuesday, February
7, 1978, Part ll, Vol.43, No. 26, page 5185. The attached
nomination form is a copy of the original documentation
provided to the Keeper at the time of listing.

(P b

Keeper of fiie Wational Register of Historic Places at

S:/nr_nhl/jjoecke/archives/inventoriesandfrc/certificanletter/certifyletter
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UNITED STATES DEPARTH i 1"} OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARY SERVICE

INVENTORY —~ NOMINATION FORM

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

HnaMme
MISTOMC .
Governor William A. Ross Houss RPN
AND/OR COMMON 6 ﬁ'ﬁ“’
The Ross Mansion 1e{ D
EJLOCATION e
STREETAMUMBEN . - I
Mai'iet Street Extendsd _MOT FOR PUSLICATION -
vy, TOWN Lo CONGRESSIONAL DISTMICT
Seaford L. vicimiTy oF ) One
STATE TO0E COUNTY oo )
Dal.waxn 10 Sussex 003
CLASSIFICATION ' ' _
CATEGORY ' OWNERSHIP . STATUS B run:muu
—.DISTRICT __puBUC -.oceumo " _agAicuLTuRE - _numm
L_suiLoinais) ’men ’.‘.unocoumo COMMERCIAL  —PARK
_.STRUCTURE __8OTH —WORK IN PROGAESS | —EDUEATIONAL _mwu: AESIDENCE
~HTE PUBLIC ACQUIBITION ACCEARIBLE | —ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIDUS
--ORJECT X__IK PROCESS —YES$: RESTAICTED ~GOVERNMENT  _SCIKNTIFIC
~—BEING CONSIDERED - YES; UNRESTRICTED ~INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION
A wno —MILITARY X-otHem: Vacant,
TOWNER OF PROPERTY
MAME ' R !
Delaware Trust Company (in trust)
STRAEET & HUMBER
T T ;muT _ :
wilmington wcmnvof S - Dalawara '
EBLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION — P
COURTMOUSE, - B : |
REGISTAY Of DELOR ETC. | Sussex County Court House I - v : E
STREET & NUMBER — :
Ty, TOWN 5 — TBTATE i
Georgetown OlivOre ?
T REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 4 S
T o
Dalawars Cultural Resource Survey; 5-197 - i v
DATE '
1973 —FUDRAAL 3 STATE _COUNTY  ._LOCAL )
BEFCHTORY FON g
SURVEY RECORDS g&:&:‘i‘.osfofr g}il.:etgfical & Cultural Affairs;
TTATE

ary. TOWN

———Hall of Recards, Dover

Dalawate
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~ compmon 4 ° CHECK ONE © " 'CMECK ONE
w AXCELLENT L DATEMORATED "« UNALTERED X_OMGINAL $ITE
X000 LN ’ K..Amnw —~MOVED  DATE

ot . —AMXPOSEO

DESCIIDE THE PQESEN‘I’ AND OHIGINAL IIF KNO‘W‘N) PHYSICAL APPEAHANCE

_'m. brlck nuu- lt. - luu villa leandl m a pn:t to thp out oz th- Oonn.u cudu

- north of Seaford. m surzounding park, laid out in the picturasque style popular
during the middle ninatsenth century, is deteriorated through neglect, but the
planting scheme may still be dimcerned. The entiu 11.83-acre property is

lc!h-duhd for nltmacion wpon lequilit.ton by t.ht s.d'oni niltoﬂcu Society.

'l‘htu -in two-ntory ‘blocks of the hm.-c f.or- an ll-shapud p].an, ‘'with & throo-lwry
tower in the central space. A frams wing on the back and a brick garage to the

sAst hnv- been addod.

L e —— s sy R RS

'ﬂu pri.ncl.pnl hu&, the lout.h. d;l-phyn t-he glbl.u of the two lida uct’.lonl.
with round-hasded windows. The smmin entry is through the tower which, together
uir.h & tm'u-buy vunndah. nns the mt.h Arms ot the H.

A .utqo vuundah to thn vut: hu b«n mpllud by a ooncraea-shh pon:h w:lth
iron railing.. On the fmt, the’ canopy over the first-floor windows on the

wast wing, the hnlcony ovar the front door, and the cover over the baloony, have
baen removed, The scrullwork mpira that once topped the tower has been replaced

with & weathervane on a plain lightning rod.

R PRSP

imidn, the houss retaing its plaster monrldings, its Victorian trim, doors, and
original inside shutters. Hantals in several rooms, howaver, have been raplaced

with large brick fireplaces.

R T

To the rear of the pmﬁuty are saveral farm outbuildings which are included in
the property to be nominated. .
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HEAS OF SIGNIFICANCE CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

PERIOD .
Mthmomc _Ancuim.uov-rﬂ!mstomc —COMMUNTY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  _RELIGION
uuo ul-l _MGMEOLOGY-Hmomc — CONSERVATION —lAW, o —SUENCE
15001898 X.AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
16001899 X_ANCHITECTURE EDUCATION " MHLITARY . —SOCAUHUMANITARIAN
—1700.179% —ANT —EMGINEERING —MuBC . * =THEATER
XAK00. 1458 —COMMENCE - —EXPLOMATION/SETTLEMENT = _PHILOSOPNY K-TRANSPORTATION
RTN _COMMUMCATIONS —INDUSTAY * X-POUTICS/GOVEANMENT  _OTHENISPECIFY) o
—INVENTION v P il
. : 10
SPECIFIC DATES . C el 1859 ‘ . BUILDEA/ARCHITECT . “'f& o

' STATEMENT OF sacmslcmcs

Governor williu H. ms (1814-1887) bunt hit hrick Italianata villa nozth of
Seaford, along the railroad he he].ped 0 establish. ‘ The”houu‘h notable as a

well—preumd umlo of the Italimte :tyla. )

. l

M gommr, mu .ncouraqed lag:lslqti
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.«‘thlt finmy ach:l.evaé' the f\md.tng of the

Delaware Rail Road Company, which:had’ struggled for years to' g\et ‘started. ¢ He
served on the. conpany's board duting ths eonlf.ructim period, fepresenting the

state,

His successor, Governor Peter Cauaey (also a Sussex peach grower) , prasided

at the opening of tha oouploted nne nt Seafozd in 1856.

The railroad brought weatom Suuex c:ount:y in t;ouch uit-.h the eastern markets.,
Wastern Susaax .had never been able to market its produce oonpeti.tively, since

it was largaly lindlocked.

fit.

more  than' 800 ‘acres mdex cultivation
state ag:icu].t.urnl society in 1849.

Natu:ally, Rosg was oné of the !nmn who would bene-

t

Ross wag one o£ the fi.rnt extensive;growers ot paachea »1n Suasex County, hnvi.ng

‘one time. He was a founder of the first
Rosg . served ac a Sussex County director of

the anera Bank o! tha State of Dalawa:! for ten yu:s from 1876 to 1856.

Governor msa'had‘a b:ief po:l.i.tiq "
puring this’ per:loa in Delaware hlstory, peach growers fnqutntly o«:c\pied
the utau's ‘highest otfice.-' After his retirument in 1855, Govermr nnu bu.i.lt

hil villa hy the’ tuckn. whars be diud ‘in 1587

office,

The quamu v:llla Govemor Ibn"bu.ilt around'1859.
as an ilpnttant ‘example of the ‘Btyle,

W R

u"ottm bean A.J.luntntad '

‘An enqnving, most recently reprint«d in

" John Maas' /Gingerbread xf_g!, -hovs ‘the housa with balconies, & spire, and a side

porch that no langer e

of the utyln. ' '. R N .

»
'4:“

t. Even stripped dcnm, the house r.-untninu the elements

N . * . /.‘,'-‘-»

. // : N
Andrew Jndtson Downing and hin partner, calvert Vaux, did nuch to’ popu:latiu t.hc

Italianate or bracketed style of: architecture.

! Governor Ross, or his unknown

architect, clearly was a student of' these’ du.'lgns. for the, Ross Mansion’ cloae].y
fallows the plate on page 232 of Vaux' book Villas and- Coetagts. which inultnus

& Downing and Vaux design.

In isolated rurxal Sussex county, such stylish archi-

tectural inhovation was certainly unique at the time.



i

T e e v ——
—

-
N >

EIMA]OR BlBLlOGRABl'%ICAL REFERENCES

{ : C
John Mags, The Cingarbread Age, New York: Bramhall nouse, 1357,

Calvars Vaux, Villas and Cottages. Reprint of the 1864 -d!.t.tm".‘ New York:
nov.r Booka , 1970. L

J. ‘l‘holu Schart, au tory of Dalaware. 'rhi adelphia: L, J. luchudu 1888.
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IIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA o 30%351260 T
ACREAGE OF NOMINATER PROPERTY L1 856 B. 38%39%09" 73°%3652"
ummmncu o C. 33'39'09"_.' 15' 37033
i : D. aa'wna @ 378"
M T3 L | j '
. .Z0N NOM ING
ol /

Bl:cnmnlc at a mncmu mnumnt. on ‘the nott..‘wutltly Right-of-ﬂay line of Dalaware
Road No. 543, sald point of Beginning.being distaint the thzee following courses and
distances measured along the sal@ northaasterly .Right-of=HWay line of Road 543, from
a conciote monumant, at a comer fo: lands known as Hurlay Heights: (1) north=-
wastarly alung a curve to the right, having a radius of 542.96 faet, an arc distance
of 87,51 fest, to a monuent set at the point of tangency of sald curve; (cont.)

LISTATLUSTATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES QVERLAPPING STATE OF COUNTY aounuﬁ,
;0

STATE co0E COUNTY O W cooe
. .. \3‘5\"‘
Pl
sun CODE COUNTY |2 CODE
o
[lmnm PREPARED BY
NAME/ TITLE
_ Edward F. Heite, Historic Registrar
ons:.muﬂun ] DATE
. Division of Historical & Cultursl Affaivs - May 1977
STAEET & NUMBER TELEPHLE
Hall of Records AN 678-5314.
CITY OR TOWN . STATE
Dover ther __Delawars

EESTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICA'I'IUN

- THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAI.._ s  STATEX " LOCAL

As the designsted suiu mvtcﬂe Puurvnlon Oﬂ‘cor fot the National Historic- Prmrv-tion Act of 1068 {Public Law 89.885}, |
horobv nominate this proparty for inclusion in the Nationgl Registar and certily that it hias besn evalusted according to the
crlitl‘il and plocrdum st forth by the National Park . ,

’ L

IIATE ml‘lomc FR!MI\M‘HDN OFFICER SIGMATURE

GROD ¥absaAN
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CONTINUATION SHE it

g;s; o
(2) ﬂnxthi! oa'ao“fmnt 4
and - (3) nnrthw-urly a),ot\q

ath ?4 ¥l

m_; mn maid point

298, 99'£ut-. ton -omuunt ‘set’ at’the point ‘of’ 'tmgoncy 'ot ‘sald cuwi. ut point
baing distant by a chord of. North 05016'00" "“tﬁ 298.42, feet !m the sud spoint

of Beginning; and (2) North 00950'30" East, 79.81\feat to a conctate’ mnmnt:
thence along the lines of other lands of the- B',-‘ 3 Davia Estate, theiseven
following desgribed courses and distances: ;' (1) South 96°16'40" :ut, 1247.49
feet tp a concrete monument; (2) North $0909'S50" znt,(lds 96, rm: to a concnu
monument; (3) South %025'10" East,’ 261.40 ‘faet to a concrets’ monument {4) South
03048 45" West, 290.52 feet to a concrate mchuments  (5) MNorth. 88"32'55" Weast, -
651,22 -F2at to a concrate monwn!:: (6) South 03°02'00" Weat, 151.21" feot to a
concrete monument; and (7) North 86 ©49' 50" West, 921.46 fest to A concrats monue
ment on the said northeasterly Right-of-Way line of Road 543 and the point and

pPlace of BEGINNING.
6 tas A

“w\"‘
ot
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Governor W. H. Ross Mansion
Rear Seaford, Delaware' .. .

Latitude

7. 38°39'26"

B. 38°39'09"
C. 238°39'09"7:.
p. 38%3g'28" -

A

5
i

I.aggit\ﬂe }
75 35.54. - .
75°36'52%. .-
75°37°13" - -

75°37'18"°
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE DELAWARE

Date Entered

OCT 28 1977

Name

St. Luke's Proteatant Episcopal CQ:rch

Ross, Governor William H., House

Alno Notified

Hon, William ¥. Roth, Jr.
Hen. Joseph R. Biden, Jr.
Hon., Thomas B, Evans, Jr.

Location

Seaford
Sussex County

Seaford vicinity
Sussex County
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