United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

The attached property, the Peter Marsh House, in Sussex
County, Delaware, reference number 77000397, was listed in the
National Register of Historic Places by the Keeper of the
National Register on 11/23/1977, as evidenced by the FEDERAL
REGISTER/WEEKLY LIST notice of Tuesday, February 7, 1978,
Part Il, Vol.43, No. 26, page 5185. The attached nomination form
is a copy of the original documentation provided to the Keeper
at the time of listing.
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in the aast of the chamber xs~an enclosed dining porci. The twentieth-century kitéhen,

‘above the exghteenth-century kitchen. Panelled cornar fireplaces are in the two
_chambers: above the main section. Each room has a simple beaded base, flat beaded
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[ DESCRIPTION

e ;.

- conpition ! ) , CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

L EXCELLENT ...omm_q_nnto —UNALTERED X_OmGINAL SITE

-GOOD . ) —RUINS . X_ALTERED —MOVED [:1.3 | SU———

- —FAIR Lo uuzxrosco e Vo

Rt DESCHIBE THE PﬁESFNT AND ORIGINAL IIF KNDWN) PHVS!CAL APPEARANCE

section; with ah’ eighteen‘ -cgﬁpu:y, ‘three-bay,” story-and-a-half kitchen' wing.-

A one—story,,single-bay gbteenth-cantury addition is to the south of the wing.
To tha"north of the. mai edtion is a twentieth~century, two-bay, two-story wing
and gnrage.{ The entire uilding is covered with cypress shingles, The pitched
roof is shingled: a box: cornice is under the reof. The original house, which com=
przses the main section’ and eighteenth-century kitchen wing,. has interior end
chimneys-,'Tha original six-over—szx light windows remain on the main section and
aightaenth-centu:y wings of the house.

the 1ntrusion_ £a small bnthroom. To the south of the hall is’the eighteenth~cantury
kitchen,‘which has the nriginal axposed Béaded' beams, The panelling which surrounds
the’ fireplace on the south wall is original., The doorway from the hall and the pan-
elling around  the doorway were put in the house during the Corkran restoration and
originally. were in“'an“inn in Morristown. New Jersey. To the south of the kitchen is

a small room which has an enclosed corper staircase rising in the northwest corner.
This staircase was added during the Corkran restoration. To the east of the kitchen

. is a twentieth-century- sereened porch.

To: the;‘ ’”o’rth of the hall nre the onginal parlor and cha.mher Which have corner fire-
places." The chimney breasts of each’ flreplace are panelled., Exposed beaded corner
posts”are also.in these rooms. A flat beaded cornice is in both rooms. The chair

rail in the parlor has a simple design,’ while the.one in the chamber i% more elaborate.

‘Each room has a beaded base; An enclosed staircase rises in the southwest corner of
“the parlor. A similar staircase was in the southeast corner of the chamber, but was

removed by the Corkrans. A less steep corner staircase was put in its place.

o

ma;d's ‘yoom, and garage are to the north of the chambeér. A staircase rises in the
southwest cornar .of the h;tchen.

The second floor of the original house conta1ns two chambers and an attic ‘chamber

cornice, and simple chair rail. The original random-width wood floors remain in

these chambers. Exposed beaded corner posts are in both chambers. The attic chamber !

has a m.neteenth-cantury interior. i
. L

>"Th| seccnd floor of the tmentieth—century wing contains one large room and bathroom.

™wo smaller offices are over the garage. » : H
St R 1
The’ Peter Marsh House is sutrounded by boxwood gardens and ‘faces Dodd's Lane. The
landscaping is ‘twentieth century, as originally the house’ ‘was surrounded by farmland.
It is located near the middle of Henlopen Acres and is surrounded by beautifully land- .
scaped homes. ' To the north of the nominated area is the' Rehoboth Art League compound '
which includes the Paynter Studio, an aighteenth-century house moved to the location
and converted to ap artist's studio.
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‘The housea retains its original floor plan and ext:erior.

{33 SIGNIFICANCE

.o ‘ ¥
“. ) ) . } ’
* PERiDD ’ AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
~PPEMISIONIC  __ARCHFULUGY-PREHISTORIC  X_COMMUNITY FLANNING .~LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION
~ 14001439 . ANCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW _.SCIENCE
—1500.1589 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS ~LITEMATURE — SCULPTURE
—1600-1888 X ARCHITECTURE —EOUCATION =MILITARY —SOCIA L HUMANITARIAN
X.1700.3798 —ART ' —ENGINEERING —MusIC —~THEATER
_.1B00. 1899 ~COMMERCE _EXPLONATION/SETILEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
X.1800. ~ COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY w POLINICS'GOVERNMINT —OTHER ISPECIFY}
__INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES L f . BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

T‘ne Peter Marsh House is significam: as an exampla “of an eighteenth-cr_ntury Sussex
County ‘- farmhouse’ which has retained much of its original detail. The house is also
significant as the visual focal point of Henlopen Acres, a well-planned resort and

residential community, developed in the 1930's by Colonel Wilbur Corkran, who owned
and restored the housa.

Peter Marsh built his cypress~shingled house afiter 1743 when he purchased portions of

a tract of land called Youngs Hope, originally granted in 168l to George Young by the
Duke of York

Ma:sh was anens “the 5uss=x County Regiment for the soul:hern d:.strict ‘of Lewes

gn\

and .Rehoboth' Hundred: during the French and Indian Wars. Two of his 'sons, Peter and
Thomas Purnell, served in: the Revolutionary War. The latter, who inherited the house
ln 1769, was appoint:ad standard Bearer of Colonel Davld Hall 8 Battalion in 1775

Wilson families of Lewes. ' Indeed, ‘his ‘sons, Peter and Thomas
Pumell;’ m i.-riud sisters, Na.ncy{ “and Mary, daughters of the Reverend Matthew Wilson,
minister’ of I.ewes Presbyterian Church and a well-known patriot’ during the :Revolution.
Wilson was 1atar one of the founders of the Academy of Newark, the predecessor of
t-.he Um.versity of Delaware. Todny, the University owns the Peter Ma.rsh House,

When Pater Marsh died in]'_'1769, he left a large estate of over 2, 000 acres ‘in Sussex
County. :To his son, Thomas Pumell he left ", the 'I‘ract of Land whereon I now
Dwell called Youngs Hope about ‘Three Hundred Acres...." When Thomas Purnell Marsh
died in 1821, he left the northwestern portion of his inherited tract of land, to-
gether with the mansion housa to his soun, also named 'I'hamas Purnell Mﬂl.‘::h.

The house and’ surraundlng land remained in. the Marsh farnily until 1371 when it was
sold to the Dodd. family. During most of . the Dodad ownershxp. ‘the house was occupied
by tenants, : In 1930, Colonel and Mrs. Wilbur Corkran purchased the house and 'restored
it, ' Where original material was beyond salvage, they carefully replaced it with
eighteenth-century building material from houses about to be demolished in the area
although, in one i.nsta.nce, Corkran used pa.nelling from a New Jersey inn,

Its original configuration,
that of a two-bay, two-story-and-attic main section, and a three-bay, story-and-a-half

wing, is evident despite ths addition of the twentisth-century kitchen and garage wing,
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; ouse.; On the interior,;the
3 :emaining eighuﬂpnch~century interxor de-

‘the* house. Eéch ch;mﬁiy breast ‘i& similar in execution. Expased beaded cozner posts

‘arepin/;he four/rooms -of . the.main® section-ﬁnd exposed beaded beams are in the
eigggeenth-century kitchen., he origxnalxcorner staircase remains in the. southwcst

_corner. o of~the’ parlor, while the corner staircnse in the: downstairs chamber was taken

“out: and replaced with a less haznrdous, -more utilitarian, stair durlng the Corkran
restoration.v The~ oriqinal flooring remains in the two second-floor chambers of
_theimain section. - The’ floorxng throughout. the first ‘floor was replaced with large,
random-width floor boards taken' from eighteenth-century houses in the area. The

downstairs hall was stripped to reveal the stud walls. Panelling from a Morristown,

New Jersey inn was added in the elghteenth-century kitchen around the door from
the hall. . .

The Corkrans alsa purchased the: adjacent armlan ‘cf about 200 acrcs, whlch in the
1830's’ became ‘the" s1te of Henlopen Acres.. The}communlty developed ‘into a unique
resort’ area with its own governing body ‘and' an. ‘architectural review board, It is
the ' anly planned- resort community of its kind in the Middle Atlantic area, and has
remained vlrtually unchanged since 1t was developed.'

hab;l tat ‘of 'h
pavements.
the west and
Ocean, and

. . P ]
Wide roads,. seventy-feet‘ n w&dth wlth thxrty-foot center
ut to follow the: contour- of'the land whlch.was bordered on
th by the Lewes and. Rehoboth Canal, on the east by 'the Atlantic
outh by the resort’ ‘community of- Rehoboth Beach. -The standard

lot ‘size! was:Ls ‘feet in width and 170 feet in depth; howevar. many-lots were larger.

Fach site’ had‘to: rétain its natural setting and the houses to be built had to con-
form te this. settxng.' Plans for cach proposed house in the Acres had to be approved
by “the developet and the governing body, 1In the promot:onal material, suggested

hotise plans were presented, many of which resembled the eighteenth-century detail
of the Peter Marsh House,

Henlopen Acres was, "and is, a purely residencial area with small 1andscaped parks,
bridle paths, and a yacht basin, Certain restrictions and deed covenants were
required to ensure the continuity of the area, according to Corkran's original
concept, ‘Today, Henlopen Acres remains an outstanding example of a well-developed
residential community and retainsg its autonomy in the area by virtue of its inde-

pendent governing body. It also reflects the architectural and aesthetic character
derived from its centerpiece, the Peter Marsh House.
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Cockran,’ Loaise Chanml ).s, "Two Centuries and Our Her: )ge," American Home, August 1934,
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EEGEOGRAH'ICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _Circa 1 acre
UTM AEFERENCES . » L »
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The Peter Ma:sh House is bounded on the west by Dodd's Lane and on the sbhth
by the Rehoboth Art League. The east and north property lines are the remaining
boundaries. . -

UIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAFFING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
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Maull, Baldwin, and Helen Carter Potter, Paul Marsh, offprint from The '
Penncylvania Genealogical Magazine, XXVIII, 4, 1974. ]
" Sussex County deeds, wills, inventories, and court records.
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