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The attached property, the Aiken’s Tavern Historic District, in
New Castle County, Delaware, reference number 77000388, was
listed in the National Register of Historic Places by the Keeper
of the National Register on 12/6/1977, as evidenced by the
FEDERAL REGISTER/WEEKLY LIST notice of Tuesday, February
7, 1978, Part I, Vol.43, No. 26, page 5184. The attached
nomination form is a copy of the original documentation
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N=-1067

N-3885, N-189

N-3883
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N-3BB83

-/P.lice Bishop, R. D, 1, Newark, DE 19711
VMr. & Mrs. william Higham, R. D. 1, Newark, DE 197
Jsara M. Dayett, R. D, }, Newark, DE 19711

. JPencader Presbyte:ian Church, 208 Rolling Green
W Avenue, New Castle, DII 19720

RS o /Hr & Mrg., William Bishop, R. D. 1, Newark,
St Delaware 19711

o J Gladgow Methodist Church, Glasgow,
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J William Bishop, R. D. 1, Mewark, DE 19711
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DESCR!BE 'ﬂ'lE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL llF KNOWNI PHYSECAL APPEARANCE \

Glaagow, fomrly Aﬂun's Tavern or Mkentoun, has been a local religious and
commazcial cent:e: sinen early in the eighteenbh century.

The Mken s 'ravem Historic District encompasses the su.rviving portion of the
nineteenm-century crossroads village of Glasgow., Although there is heavy
commercial intrusion te the south, the northern part of the village remains
relatively undisturbed. Two churches, three houses, a shop, and a row of tene-
ments, constitute the bullt environment that is now visible aboveground,

Archaeological remains include the site of Aiken's Tavern, General Howe's head-

. quarters aftar the Battle of Cooch's Bridge., Since the surviving structures in
the district were not the first on their sitea, chere Probably are earlier remains
tobe found.._. Ce . I . , oy

The Inventogg

PENCADER CHURCH f‘ﬁ' .

The prineipal structure in the district is the Pencader Presbyterian Church (N-189),
a two-story brick structure in a large cemetery on the east side of Route B96, and
nort.h of Route 40.

A sguare belfry and a spire crown the low gable of the western facade. Stone capitals
trim brick pilasters.

The low firstjstory, occupied by the Sunday School, features short windows with
shutters and eight-over-eight sash. Upstairs, the singli large meeting room has
tall forty-light windows that give the building its lofty appearance. In the front
are three bays separated by pilasters. On the sides, there are four windows in |
sach story. Two stairways from the vestibule provide accass to the second story. ‘
The auditorium contains a west gallery and a chancel framed by classic columns. The
nineteenth-century furnishings are still in place.

|
TWO HOUSES < ;
. !

| Immediately to the north of the church are two, frame nineteenth-century houses with
wide porches and their outbuildings (N-3883). Behind them, on Route 896, is a small
modern house, the only intrusion in the district. Gosm %/u——

METHODIST CHURCH iﬂ*f"‘ i #“*o‘!)

-rm Hethodist Church :I.s a frame, two-story structure similar in genernl atyle to the
Ptubyteriln Church. It contains a first-floor Sunday school and a second-floor
auditorium., Beside the porch are two square windows on edge, as diamonds; otherwise,
the church is not embellished.
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bﬂtv“‘”') MANSE j-ll"c.l“r
The manse (N-3885) is a three-story, three-bay brick house with a low hipped roof.

There {s a porch covering the first-floor front. It stands on the brow of the
hill leading down to Muddy Run,

TAVERN SITE ba.m'”

The site of Aiken's Tavern (N~14§0) is marked by a state marker in the Methodist
churchyard. The exact tavern gite is not identified, but it i3 known to have
stood within a few vards of the highway matker.

MIDDLETON HOUSE 5“.._131 ¥

The Middleton House (N-870) is a large, two-story brick, early-nineteenth-cantury
house across the road from Pencader Church., The two sections were built at one
time, even though they have diffaerent floor levels and roof lines.

Théﬁfacade is laid in flemish bond with a chamfered water table. Dog-ear trim and
six-panel doors survive on the front doors of both parts. Main rooms inside are
decorated with dog-ear surrounds, chair rails, panelled window casings, dentil
cornices, and graining.

The facade brickwork is very smooth and even-colored, with narrow mortar joints.
The sides are laid in common brick. A box cornice survives on both sections., A
well-preserved pair of Victorian porches covers the first floor of the facade.

SHOP BUILDING

On the south side of the Middleton House property is a large, barn~like frame shop
building (N-3882).
188

bR
GLASGOW BANK 188

The westbound lane of U. S. 40, formerly the Newcastle and French Town Turnpike,
separates most of the district from a row known as the 01d Glasgow Bank or
Mechanies Row (N-1067). There are now three dwellings in the row, two of brick
and one frame. The western part of the brick section has two entries, indicating
that it was once two units,

t—
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The brick section is laid in common bond, with rusticated wood lintels and a coxr-
belled biick cornice. A frame porch covers the first-floor facade of the entire
row. It was originally built as a row of rental houses, probably by a spetulator
during one of the construction projects in the area early in the nineteenth century.
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The Aiken's Tavern Historic District stands on the Welsh Tract; 30,000 acres in -
weatern New Castle Cr:runty, gtmted in 1701 to a gxaup of Welah la.nd speculétors.

= 7 . [ -

'I‘he grant was subdivided im:o latga farms, most of which were sold to Welsh
settlers. They called the place Pencader, or "high seat,” which is now the name
of the hundred. ¢ .

The Welsh improved the roads across the peninsula, part of the main land route be-
tween the northern and southern colonies. A Presbyterian meeting house and a tavern
formed the nucleus of a community, at the point where the trans-peninsular road
crossed a main north-south route., Construction of the abortive Chesapeake and
Delaware feeder canal in 1804 brought traffic through the Ailken's Tavern crossroads.

When Newcastle and French Town Turnpike was built in 1818, the crossroad at Aiken's
Tavern became a busy way station.

Realigious Simificmce:

Pencader Presbyterian Church was established on the Welsh Tract around 1702 and
constituted a church before 1710. The present brick church, built in 1852, occupies
the gite of an earlier frame structure.

Pencader is one of Delaware's oldest Presbyterian churches, and one of two churches
established by the Welsh. The other church, Welsh Tract Baptist, still stands on
tha opposite side of Iron Hill,

Samuel Davies (1723-1761) , fourth president of Princeton, was the most famous of
many. Presbyterian leaders to come from this church. This was one of the first
constituent churches of the New Castle Presbytery, when it was established in 1717.

The Mathodist church stands on or near the site of Aiken's Tavern. The first
structure, built in 1833, was brick, but the present church, built in 1884, is frame.

Afchihe_c tural Signifiance: !

Significant n:éhitectural remains in the district may be divided into two periods:
the federal, represented by the Middleton House and the Bank; and the Italianate,
represented by the two churches and the manse.
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Pencader Presbyterian Church exemplifies a church style that once was popular
throughout the state. It stands in a four-acre cemetery that is bisected by a
smntl stream, Landscaping in the cemetery is a picturesque blend of natural and
rman-made features, including a bridge, an iren fence with elaborate gate, willaws,
evergreens, and, of course, tombstones from the eighteenth century to the present.

The Methodist Church and the brick house next to it are also built in the Italianate
style, and also are well-preserved. !

Of the two-story Delaware rural churches with upstairs auditoriums, the two Glasqow
examples are among the least altered.

“the Bank row and the Middleton House are examples of federal architecture, built
for opposite ends of the economic spectrum. Both are virtually intact speciicens
of their types.

Military Significance:

On September 3, 1777, a detachment of the American army under General Maxwell estab-
lished a line from Aiken's Tavern to Cooch's Bridge, in an effort to slow the British
eastward advance from Head of Elk. The battle that ensued, known as the Battle of
Cooch's Bridge, bought time for Washington, who was assembling a force to defend
Philadelphia-

British Geng&hi Howe had his headguarters at Aiken's Tavern from September 3 to
September 8, ifter the Battle of Cooch's Bridge. The 0ld Pencader Church, on the
site of the present one, wvas the British army field hospital.
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Machanics' Row'broperties. Thencsn, it proceeds southward 158 feet along that
property line. .

The boundary then. follows tl';. rear lot lines westward a.bon!: 108 feet to a cross
street. Thence, it follows the cross street 158 feet along the west line of the
row. Crossing Route 40 in &' northerly direction, the boundary intersects the west
line of the Niddla:on House propcrty and follows it 'for 310 fest, Stnl following
the Middleton Hou!m line, tha boundaty proceeds usterly 202 faet and'then goes to
the middle of Routa 496, “Then it follows the center line about’ 550 foet more or
less to the point' o! intersection of the Manse property north line. The boundary
then t‘onws the Hanse boundn:y eastward 292,23 feet £rom the right-or-way line,

Along the re}n' 11mz of this prope:‘ty and the ndjoininq property, the boundary pro-
ceeds soutmm.d ‘about 650 feet more or lass to the notth fence of the cemetery.
Thence, it follows the north fence line about 200 feet easterly to the east fence.
Thence, it follws the east fence to the point of beginning.

The nominated ptomrtl.es are shown on New Cns..J.e County Propert.y Map No. .'eo,
compiled in March 1970 by L. Robert Kimball, The parcels within the district ace
identified therein by the following parcel numbers and acreages:

A

Number. Acreage State Historical Survey No.

62 None, given Nr-lb67‘

63 None™ given N=1067

43 1330 N-B870, N-3882

72 4.11 (=189

€9 1,62 N-38H3 .

70 ione given N=1490, N-3884

1 None given N-3883

68 1.01 N-3885
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