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EL Paseo ar>d Casa ds la Guerra is a complex of one- and two-story 
buildings built over the last 157 years, and occupies two-thirds of * 
block in downtown Santa Barbara. The oldest section, Casa de la 
Guerra. constructed 1319-1827, was originally a one-story C-shap-ed 
adobe residence with stone ^foundations, wooden beanis, mission tiled 
adobe roof, and plastered wails which were probably whitewashed. A 
covered porch around the three sides of the inside patio :is probably 
original. There were plain wood doers, and the window openings had 
sLTfple wooden shutters and possibly double-hung window sashes. The 
original floor was probably tile. At one rear corner of the house 
there was a two-story section with a single room on the second floor. •

The floor plan consisted of a single row of rooms around the 
building with interconnecting doorways, and the central section raay 
have had a second row of roorr-s to the rear.

?n 1860, a one-story rectangular brick mercantile building was . 
constructed near the adcbe.. It had a hipped rcof, wooden shingles ^ 
and a parapet stcre front, two display windows and a central glassed 
deer. The other psnsled doers in the building, typical of the tinse, 
ar-» probably original. Windows on cha wast side appear to be 
original, and have iirge-pined double-hung window sashes. The building 
appears to be essentially •Jjvchsnced from the original, except at 
prasent it has a composition shingle rcof and a one-roora addition has 
been, added to the rear.

Another large two-stcry rectangular brick mercantile building was 
built on the State Stress side of the property in the 1370' s. The 
store front was typical c-f the period winh plain display windows and 
a street entrance. TH-a roof is flat and asphalt covered. rcday the 
ejctariOi appearance and interior heva iaen soffiewhat altered far sore 
modem store use.

In the 19,70' s, Ca-si da la Gusrra >i3 ccnvsrted to shops *nd 
studios, and socie a 1 '13 rations wars tr.aii ~ad,e. Ths ssccnd row of 
rooras in the central section,, inciudina tli3 second flocr rocs, was. 
rebuilt with hollo- tila, sficc-=d, i^d piinta-i to sisulata. ^dobe. 
A passageway va« c-s?,£j: thro'-.Th t.\s zaildir.: frcsiu tha patio to the 
rea^: of th* ido'^s. 7r. -, nam cart c-f zl~a 3rruc-^;.ra rasains 
tially usch
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Casa dfe la Gusrra is tha oldest building ii^'4C:» 31 Pasao a:Sd Cas-a de la 
Gu^rra ccatplex. It w«3 built as a residence cy i^di^^.s frcra Miasi^n Santa 
Barbara for Don Jose ir la GM'erra y "T^riaga, fifth Cc^and-^ta of ihe 
nearby Spanish Royal S.^^idi^ cf 3anti Eirjira, fc-^nded in 1732. Cc.n?t ruc 
tion began in 1313 and v*a cc~pleced ir. 1327, As Ccr.and.vit'3, ce la 
Guerra was second only to ^r9 C-:v,~.rr,cr in auth.-ori^-/ in hi^ nilit^y 
district, which exte^i-:d frcu Z.O-T -V.r^I^:. to i'^'i I. -is Chijpo, a territory 
of abour 7,COO scruare ril-es. "r.dzr his i':r ij ;ic'-.\ ---. wsrc five .tiisgicr.s 
aud ths largast ccr.ccri'K.riMcr, cc Ir.iia:-.; in Cr'.Ii r ^rr.ia. y,-
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Richard Henry Dana visilai th«; I = I :i C'lirri r..?..-3ior. in 1334" and 13^3,

political and social -jva-tj. -ihir. tro c -IJ.TS t-.'- - 3, Tns hc--a? -w>= tr.a 
scene of tha fiasous v^diinj z~ ;,ij..-;; _-,^i.-^i; ca Da la Ou^rra's 
daughter -\nitai '*hi~h w->3 f-11 1/ -.?.'jri-:;i "r-/ I,ana. Th^ r 3 la Guerri 2d~^e 
is considered second only tp z^-3. >_v53i^.i i.3 r'~- :> ^^-=- "-•"--.-- = 
structure in Saata 33rL-arji.
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Item 6. page 1: Additional survey -

City of Santa Barbara Historic Structures Ordinance. Chapter 22.23, 
Section 030, Paragraph (g); December, 1975; City of Santa Barbara,
Santa Barbara, California.
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the first floor, and studios, offices and apartments on the second 
floor. The architectural style is Spanish Andalusian, with double 
hollow tile walls, stuccoed and painted white to simulate adobe, 
and mission tiled gable roofs on most of the buildings, but flat 
asphalt roofs on some sections. The larger restaurant has a canvas 
canopy as a roof for the main dining room.

Building details consist of arches, open wooden beams and 
rafters, awnings, iron window grilles, balconies, fireplace chimneys, 
external stairways with iron and wood railings, ornate metal light 
fixtures, flagstone and tile paving, and a large variety of door 
and window treatments, all in the Spanish and Spanish Colonial archi 
tectural styles. Buildings are arranged around five courtyards 
connected by covered passageways. There are extensive plantings 
of trees, vines, flowers, shrubs, and sorr.e grassed areas with 
wooden benches for outside seating. All buildings are painted 
white with a blue-green trim.

The Anacapa Street frontage consists of an arched arcade along 
the sidewalk and recessed store fronts. The "Street in Spain* 
entrance from De la Guerra Street is a copy of an- Andalusian 
village street with canuilevered arches over shops on one side and 
the east wing of Casa de la Guerra on the other. Large canvas sun 
canopies hang over the flagstone walkway. The central courtyard 
at the rear of Casa de la Guerra is surrounded by one- and tvo- 
story buildings with shops opening on to it. Six passageways 
converge on the courtyard, which consists of a lawn and a quatre- 
foil Moorish fountain. A semi-circular portion of one building, 
with a seroi-conicai tilad roof, faces the court from the east, 
and second story balconies face the courtyard on the north and west 
sides. The rear of Casa de la Guerra forms the south side. Many 
of the plantings date from the 1920's, and some from the 19th 
Century.

Although there have been some alterations and additions to 
sorae buildings, most of the structures are essentially unchanged 
from the original.
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35 & 36
A
B
C
D
K
F
G
H
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808



IQ77

;cond 
oufole 
be,
lat 
canvas

:hiraneys, 
light 
:cor
1 archi- 
ds 
igs

a and
s sun
axd
o-

d west 
Many

«
LMTLi) ST.\ Its DKPAR1 MtNT O^ ftffc INTI

NATtONAL PARK S£RVtG£ "*

r-> VTIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY-NOMINATION

tomtta to- MO*

FO« NP

LDAT££NTERSO 2 1977

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER PAGE

El Paseo and Casa de la Guerra - Building Uses 
(Refer to attached ground plan)

	Retail
Studio No.

3 antiques
5 antiques
6 Asian imports, apparel

7 & 22 British imports, foods
8,11,12 books
9,10,19 European imports, shoes

14 leather apparel, accessories
15 Scandinavian imports, apparel
16 stationery, cards, gifts
17 American Indian handcrafts, jewelry
20 shells, jewelry
21 Finnish imports, crystal
23 cut flowers, plants
24 Mexican imports
26 linens, gifts - ~-

27 & 28 imports,gifts
29 candles
32 apparel
33 ' jewelry
34 antiques

35 & 36 art gallery
A South American imports, apparel
B Wines
C Chinese imports
*> coffee
E posters*, prints '•
F rare books
G candy, tobacco
H children's apparel 

25 E, De la Guerra Street - antiques 
SOS State Street - Hawaiian
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Studio No.

1 & 2 
37 & 39
115,118,119
116,117
120,121,122

123
124

125.126,127
128
129

4
30 
J

101. 103 
102
110
111

0,f f ices

financial consultant, insurance
travel agency
rare book dealer
property management
D.3. Congressman
attorney
coffee shop office, storage
Calif, State Senator
advertising
building designer

Other

rrtutic instruction, instruments 
coffee shop, sidewalk cafe 
beauty salon -"""-..

artist's studio 
photographer's studio 
modelling agency 

Restaurarite Bel ?as«o - lunches, dinners, cocktails 
banquets

El Pasao and Casa ce la Gu^rra - Alterations and Additions
(Refer to attached grcund plan) 

Casa da la G^erra - Studios 1-12»
Originally constructed 1819-1827. Converted fro.Ti residence 

to shoos and passageway opened through building from patio tc 
rear courtyard 1919-1320. Rear rev of rocins in central section 
removed in 1920's aid replaced with shops (Studios 19-23) a'w- 
tacked to rear of adobe structure. Office at 11 E. De la 
Guerra St. added in.lats 1920's. Main adobe building substan 
tially unaltered froai original.

LNIThDSTAltV
i» H».

RATIONAL REG* 
1NVENTOHT

_ CONTINUATION &\**

Qrena Stord-iV-. 
Construi * ~ '• 

replaced 
added to 
tially

Holiday
Construt *•'»***' 

display winl\4>* 
sealed up &£,"•_ '-« 
dressing rc>— * 
Second £lo<"* : * 
rear

Street
Constti

Gold
Constr -1 

original cr>« 
way op«ne<§ -^- 
removed acu.? • 
1940's {?>,.•' 
lounge in i*-'

Main Cp'trt. . , 
Constr--,/ • 

Studio 30 C- 
1960 and f. ~ 
wise

Anacapa Cg.' 
Ccnatt- 

Buildings •

State

Street;



• *•*

R1VLM

RATIONAL REGISTER OF HIS TORI C PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FO3M

AILS DtPAR FMfcN : 
NATIONAL PARK s

* *

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUM8SR ?

Orena Store Building - 25 E. De la Guerra Street
Constructed circa 1860. Wooden shingle roof has been 

replaced with composition shingle roof and an office room 
added to the rear, dates unknown. Building otherwise substan 
tially unaltered from original.

Holiday Hardware Building - 803 State Street
Constructed circa 1370, remodelled in 1965-1966. Sidewalk 

display windows and front door replaced, second floor windows 
sealed up and brick exterior stuccoed over. Partitions, 
dressing rooms and lowered ceiling added to first floor interior, 
Second floor interior mostly unchanged. Original windows at 
rear unaltered.

'Street in Spain" Section - Studios 14-17, 101-103
Constructed 1922, substantially unaltered from original.

Re_s_taura.nte Del Paseo - Main dining roons, cocktail lounge, 
Gold Room, Red Room, St. Francis Room, kitchen, Studios '110-114

Constructed 1922-1923. Substantially unaltered from 
original except as follows: Gold Room added in 1928, passage 
way opened through building in late 1930 's, tiled fountain 
removed arid stone stage area added to main dining room in 
1940 's (?), buffet serving room converted to present cocktail 
lounge in 1960.

Main Covrtyard Section - Studios 19-24, 26-30, 32, 115-129 
Constructed 1923-1924. Studio 32 expanded circa 1938, 

Studio 30 converted from shop to coffsa shop/sidewalk cafe in 
1960 and fountain added to courtyard in 1973. Buildings other 
wise substantially unaltered frosj original.

Anacaga Courtyard .Section - Studios A-H, J -
Constructed 1923-1929. Studio E expanded at rear in 1930' s 

Buildings otherwise substantially unaltered froa original.

State street Arcade Section - Studios 33-38
Constructed 1965 to provide n&tt arcade entrance from State 

Street; substantially unaltered.
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southern California. Hoffraann's innovative approach was one of the first 
attempts to make preservation of an historic structure self-supporting, and 
El Paseo is said to be the first pedestrian shopping center west of the 
Mississippi.

After the 1925 earthquake, the Spanish Colonial architectural style gained 
great impetus, and El Paseo became a prime example of an architectural 
tradition for which the city is famous. Today it is listed in the City of 
Santa Barbara Historic Structures Ordinance as an example for new architec 
ture in the historic El Pueblo Viejo District of Santa Barbara. (See ex 
hibits 417 & 13) .

Since the 1920's El Paseo has become world famous for the artistic, 
literary, political and. entertainment personalities that have visited here. 
Ed Borein, nationally recognized western artist, had his studio in El Paseo, 

find the restaurant for several decades has had an international reputation 
-a as a visiting spot for celebrities including Salvador Dali, Igor Stravinski, 
Theodore Roosevelt, Herbert Hoover, the Rockefellers, the Fords, Katharine 
Hepburn, Rita Ka/worth, the Barrymores, Will Rogers and Tyrone Power. Tile 
plaques in the Street- in Spain ccranemorate the visits of Richard Henry Dana, 
the Duke of Alba, and the Marquis of Viana.

Since the days of de la Guerra, El Pasp and Casa de la Guerra have been 
. located in the center of Santa Barbara. The adobe faces De la Guerra 

Pla.*a, Santa Barbara's town square, upon which front City Hall and the 
offices of the city's principal newspaper. Long range plans for the city's 
.core include closure of De la Guerra Street to vehicular traffic and the 
.incorporation of El Paaeo with **e la Guerra Plaza and other pedestrian walk 
ways. State Street, the city's main corssercial thoroughfare, runs along 
one side of the property. Lcbero Theatre and the U.S. Post Office are 
across adiacent streets.

El Paseo and Casa de la Guerra has been a vital economic anchor for 
downtown Sar.ta Barbara, stimulating both, tourist anl local trade for the 
last 50 years. During the 1950's, the property, was owned1 by former Inter 
national Olyspic Cos-nit tee President Avery Bru-dage. Traditionally El 

F Pa-sechas been a sita for annual Fiesta celebrations, for which the city 
;.3 naturally famous. Local civic, fraternal aad social organizations have 

; sed its iseetirg and dining facilities for five decadas. Offices of the 
•"..S. CangrassKwta. arid the State Senator from this district are located in the

! ' ?i
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Historically, the complex is strategically located, and together with the 
future reconstruction of the nearby Santa Barbara Presidio, the preservation 
of adobes and other historic buildings in the area, (See exhibit $3} and 
the close proximity of the Santa Barbara Historical Society Museum, El Paseo 
and Casa ce la Guerra is destined to become one of the major historical 
attractions of California, El Paseo is within a block of El Presidio de 
Santa Barbara State Historic Park, which is being developed with the en 
couragement and active support of the Santa Barbara Trust for Historic • 
Preservation.

In December, 1971, El Paseo and Casa de la Guerra were presented as a 
gift in perpetuity to the Trust, a non-profit organization, by Mrs. Irene 
Suski Fendon and her children, the largest gift for public purposes ever 
made in the city. Net income from rentals is restriced to maintenance and 
ir-proveraent o.f the property, with any surplus funds to be used for the
|Tesidio restoration project and for future acquisition and preservation of
"jther historical sites in Santa Barbara County.
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