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DESCmSE THE PflCSENT AND ORiGlNAL (IF KNO'.VN) PHYSICAL APPSAHAWCE

Uniquely, the Berwick. Farmsite, (29 Acres) is basically intact 
as it appeared in 1869/73. The main house, a series of additions 
to what was possibly a structure dating back to the 1840's of 
band-hewn beams still tied with rawhide, is stable but in decline, 
The out-buildings remain much as the house. The reservior and 
irrigated Garden have been filled and overgrown as has most of 
the growing areas and orchard of the farm.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIF.CANCE •
Edward Berwick is described in volume ^ of Rockwell Hunt's "California 
and Califoruians" of 1931^ as a writer, speaker, ach/coato of vital causes, 
agriculturist, stock farmer, and fruit grovror. Berwick's iar.-n iu Car^sl 
Valley %'as a model of it's? type and the Berwick Pear \vhich he <3ev<?le^0 
there \vas' Unovra internationally up- to the second world. \.ar. Educated in 
London at Canid3n Kousa School, Kind's College and. through lectures at tV.

.Koyal Society in •/ilbermarlo Street' rlall". His v;i'itia£ and lecturing cowr 
subjects vangin;; froi," local' sanitation to v,-r>rly. pc-aco, His C'.;tiG3ivj ,;.;•;• 
idential eoiprc>spondence frcx the last quarter of the nineteenth thrjuf'i 
the first quirt or of the twentieth century ranges in subject nsttei* Cr? • 
thoughts on •world federation to horticulture. The Berwick property < t^."l

••iS unique in that ? t retains eleTients of California ?ts v:t!ll aa Ari^ricaa 
tenure. The chain of title, lists Rcmerc- Sanch~s and j^-es ; f sadovi5j ac l:^r 
wick'a predecessors in ownership-of the land, viiich Jias not left ti:^ let­ 
ters family since 1869- The kitchen of the existing ho'jse vaa JTIOYS?^ l>y 
.Ber;vick after 1833 front the bank of the Carmel River to it'i; current lo­ 
cation and is probably part of- the original Roc-ero Ssnchez rancho deeded. 
by Gov. Alvarado in 1840, The historical continuity of the site par­ 
ticularly enhances its .importance.



cult
iry 
In 
to

UMTbDSTATLS Ui:.P \fUMfcM OHHh INTLRIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTQHIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

FOSNPS USE ONLY

JUN 0 1977
RECEIVED 

DATE ENTERED MOV 17 197?

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER PAGE

This farm has been in continuM .ownership and. operation, by a single 
family since 1869. The original farmhouse-on Berwick Manor was jnov 
by Edward Berwick from the banks of the Carrael River to its present 
location"some 100 yards or so West of the present Carmel Valley Road. 
Its construction is of rough hewn redwood, thickly whitewashed with 
a heavy redwood shake exterior. ThV Seams on the interior wer« or­ 
iginally- tied with rawhide, but have in some places been replaced 
with a wire binding. The structure came to this location'between 
1869 and 1871, when the owner dug .a pond.and constructed a vindmill 
to assure an adequate water supply away from the river. The remain­ 
ing vernacular additions to the original occured over about a 10 year 
period, completing the complex as it appears today in the early 1880's. 
Rooms were added as needed for a growing family, Most fenstration 
is two over two doublehur^ sash windows, and the entire construction 
is in redwood, hand hewn *nd milled. Two original chimnies existed, 
.the principal one. in the newer addition, in the main living room, 
and the other in the original structure,- removed at an unknown date. 
The fancy lattice work on the front porch of the finished farmhouse 
is no longer intact and a massive redwood tree has grown to consider­ 
able height within five feet of the front door. The farmhouse and 
bugaloid redwood foremans residence, to the Southeast of the former 
are so overgrown as to prevent clear photographic recording of them. 
Both, however, though somewhat deteriorated from neglect seem struc­ 
turally sound and are in use as residences. The principal out­ 
buildings, ii. redwood,, are in various stages of decline. The barn.^. \ 
to the South of the farmhouse is quite deteriorated and would prob­ 
ably require reconstruction, while the produce processing shed and £_ 
outbuilding to the West.of the farmhouse are in 'relatively good 
condition. Smaller animal enclosures are sprinkled about the place 
but are of later vintage and deteriorating.

The outlines of the reservoir developed by Berwick and recorded in 
the book "The California Vegetables in Garden and Field", published 
by the Pacific Rural Press in 1897, are still evident as is the 

? baresj^_r^ma^ijis_of_the original windmill. The entire farm is some­ 
what overgrown"with a few ofThe orchard"""trees still remaining but 
hot kept up. No modern changes appear on surface inspection of 
the property except for tJio addition of a telephone. Cooking is 
still done on a wood burning stove and the lighting is probably on 
the original wire syste.it. The area under consideration for Register 

.status is in effect as it was in the 1880's except for the later 
(1910-1915) foreman's residence.

Note; This is the only intact farmstead of this period (1860 f s) left 
Valley. Edward Berwick-entertained the writer Robert Louis
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Exploration/Settlement:

The property" in question has been held by four families in the chain 
of title since its initial parceling in a land grant, (Mexican) to Ant­ 
onio Romero by then Governor Juan B. Alvarado on January 27, 1840. 
Ironically, Romero and his brother Mariana were responsible for the 
arrest and deportation of the second owner, James Meadows, before Meadows 
was to own the property. This occured as part of the Issac Graham Af- 
fairsin the spring of 1840 when Gen. Jose Castro rounded up all foreigners 
not "of good reputation" and shipped them off to prison in San Bias, 
Mexico under the excuse that a revolt bj? these mon was being considered 
to overthrow the legal government of Alta California. Meadows, who 
had been in the lumber business in the Carmel Valley prior tc his in­ 
ternment received clear title to the land after litigation through the 
California. Lands Comniafeion, backdated to the 3rd of March, 185.1. Mead­ 
ows next sold the property to a Thomas. Bra lee for $500.00 on August. 16, 
1860. who in turn sold the property to Edward Berwick for $1,500 on 
September 23rd, 1869 and in whose family the property remains today.

Commerce/Science;

Edward Berwick, who was born in London,England on January 25, 1843. 
always described himself as a "humanist". He arrived in California 
July 17, 1865 and worked tor .Jeoffry Cullen on the Piojo Ranch of 13,000 
acres at San Antonio Mission in southern Monterey County. This was an 
extensive dairy and hog ranch. During tlv, time prior to his purchase 
of the Carmel Valley ranch he also worked the San Miguelito Ranch and 
the Santa Rita Ranch, In all these enterprises he was an .extensive pro­ 
ducer of cheese, butter, hogs and beef cattle. Quoting his biographer, 
Rockwall Hunt on Berwick's" purchase of the -Bralee place in Carmel Val­ 
ley, "for over half a century he (Berwick) engaged intensively in dairy­ 
ing, gardening and fruit growing. He made this property a model country 
place, and in some countries what might be called.an experimental farm. 
It is known as the Berwick Orchard. Tbe pears which he developed became 
famous for their quality, and his efforts as a horticulturalist have not 
been least amoung his contributions," Berwick's commercial and scien­ 
tific activities rrnged from sanitation to proposalr for a Panamanian 
canal including ideas in the 1870 f s for a rural board of health. The 
property was used during the depressioa of the 1930 f s by the federal 
government tb teach local ranchers better and more scientific farming 
methods. Berwick was a member for 30 years of the California Academy 
of Sciences.
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Soc ial/Humani tarian:

As early as 18S5 Edward Berwick was lecturing on the Ch&utauqua circuit 
in California on World Federation. lie later became honorary secretary 
to the California International Arbitration and peace Association. In 
1895 he was Chairman of a committee of the California fruit growers to 
promote the construction of an Isthmanian canal. In 1893 he became 
the first President of the California Postal progress League, fight­ 
ing for parcel post and postal savings banks. Berwick was. a prolific 
writer and teacher. Ke published in the Pacific .Rural Press, Arena, 
Cosmopolitan and V.'orld's Work magazines and the Daily Standard of 
London. His granddaughter, Edith .Mason, still retains extensive pres­ 
idential correspondence with American presidents from Hayes to Woodrov? 
Wilson. Mr, Berwick'taught school in Carmel Valley for many years, 
and in his efforts for world peace spoke to an.estimated 150,000 high 
school pupils on "The Idiocy of War". During 1903 and 1905 he was a 
lecturer for the Farmers Institute at the University of California,
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