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DNAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

l)LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY, TOWN 

STATE 

.,,, . 

Gerrish Warehouse 

Pepperrell Cove 

Kittery· 
Maine 

VICINITY OF 

CODE 
23 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

XBUILDING(S) XPRIVATE _)f/NOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESi:. 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _ YES: UNRESTRICTED 

X.NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Maine Maritime Museum 
STREET & NUMBER 

963 Washington Street 
·CITY.TOWN 

Bath _ v1c1N1TYOF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Registry of Deeds York County 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY.TOWN 

lrJREPRESENTATION.IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

_NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

ls·t Hon~ David Eme:ry,, · ~.,_a;:r•, __ 0'' ·. _, 
COUNTY CODE 

York 031 

PRESENT USE 

__AGRICULTURE 

_COMMERCIAL 

-MUSEUM 

-PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL -PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRI.QIL 

_MILITARY 

STATE 

Maine 

STATE 

Maine 

-SCIENTIFIC 

-TRANSPORTATION 

X..OTHER: none 

Historic American Buildings Survey (ME~l31) 
DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

1965 }f-FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

HA.BS National Park Service 
STATE 



DESCRIPTION
CONDITION

-EXCELLENT
—GOOD

X-FAtR

—DETERIORATED

—RUINS
—UNEXPOSED

CHECK ONE
—UNALTERED
X^LTERED

CHECK ONE
X-ORIGINALSITE 
—MOVED DATE.

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Gerrish Warehouse is a snmll rectangular clapboard building 
of 2h floors, gable roof, and stone foundation. Overall dimensions are 
thirty feet by forty-five.

There are doorways at the north and south ends of the buHding, with two 
doors per opening. The south doors are composed of wooden boards; the north 
doors are panelled.

The windows are six-over-six wood sash where sash survies. There are 
interior shutters, one per opening, which slide horizontally into the wall.

The gatile roof is covered with woodGhingles and has no cornice or eaves.

The ground floor is accessible from the dotible door at the south end.
The upper floors are gained by means of ladder stairs between levels. All 
flooring consists of wooden floor boards. Walls and ceilings are mfinished 
plaster and exposed structure.
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DnESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

YrFAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_ UNALTERED 

XALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X..ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DAT.._ __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Gerrish Warehouse is a s~all rectangular 
of 2½ floors, gable roof, and stone foundation. 
thirty feet by forty-five. 

clapboard building 
Overall dimensions are 

Th.ere are doorways at the north and south ends of the building, with two 
doors per opening. The south doors are composed of wooden boards; the north 
doors are panelled. 

The windows are six-over-six wood sash where sash survies. There are 
interior shutters, one per opening, which slide horizontally into the wall. 

The ga~le roof i~ t6vered with woodshingles and h~~ rio cornice or eaves. 

The ground floor is accessible from the double door at the south end. 
The upper floors are gained by means of ladder stairs between levels. All 
flooring consists of wooden floor boards. Walls and ceilings are tmfinished 
plaster and exposed structure. 
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El SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD 
—PREHISTORIC 
—1400-1499 
—1500-1599 
—1600-1699 
-Xl 700-1799 
—1800-1899 
—1900-

areas OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC
—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC

—AGRICULTURE
JSlrchitecture

—ART
JfcOMMERCE

—COMMUNITY PLANNING
—CONSERVATION
—ECONOMICS

—EDUCATION 
—ENGINEERING 
—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT. PHILOSOPHY

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
—LAW

—LITERATURE

—MILITARY

—MUSIC

—COMMUNICATION^ —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

—RELIGION

—SCIENCE

—SCULPTURE
—SOCIAiyHUMANITARIAN

—THEATER
—TRANSPORTATION

—OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES C.1710 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

I I

The early 18th century Gerrish Warehouse is a rare survival from 
this period in Maine particularly as a commercial structure. Of added 
significance is the fact that ft was part of the very large shipping 
operation carried on By Sir. William Pepperrell, a wealthy fish_ and 
lumber merchant of Kittery.

Bom in 1696, Pepperrell was appointed chief justice of the Massachusetts 
court of common pleas in 1730. During King George's War 0-744) Governor 
William Shtrley placed him in command of 4,000 men to lay seige to the 
supposedly impregnable french, fortress at Louisbourg on Cape Breton Island.
In spite of this he conducted an audacious and lucky attack which reduced 
the stronghold and for which he was made a baronet by King George II, the 
first native American so honored. Later, as president of the Council, 
he served briefly as Governor of Massachusetts.

Sir William Pepperell's grandson, William, inherited his vast estate 
and in 1774 was also created baronet. At the outbreak of the Revolution 
he remained loyal to the King and, as a Tory, his estate was confiscated 
by the State of Massachusetts in 1778. The warehouse was bought at auction 
by Capt. Samuel Smallcorn who, in 1797, sold it to Robert Follett whose 
daughter married William Thompson Gerrish. The Gerrish's for many years used 
the building as a store and ship chandlery and it remained in the family 
until 1976 when it was sold by Charles S. Gerrish, Jr., and Marion Gerrish 
Craig to the Maine Maritime Museum of Bath, Maine.

Plans are now imder consideration to restore the structure and 
possibly to remove It'.to a new location more accessible to the museum 
public, its present site being difficult of access and also exposed to 
tidal erosion.

II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

_ PREHISTORIC 

_ 1400-1499 

_ 1500- 1599 

_1600-1699 

.X 1 700- 1 799 

_1800-1899 

_1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

_ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

_AGRICULTURE 

...MRCHITECTURE 

_ART 

.KOMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATION.~ 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_ CONSERVATION 

_ ECONOMICS 

_ EDUCATION 

_ ENGINEERING 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_ MUSIC 

_ EXPLORATION/ SETTLEME~F.::: : - t'HI LOSO PHY 

~ INDUSTRY _ POLITICS/ GOVERNMENT . . • ' • • ·· · • . 

_INVENTION 

_ RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_ THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES c.1710 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

: C·. • ·., . , , 

The early 18th. century Gerrish. ·Warehouse. is a rare survival from 
th.is period in Maine particularlr, as a conmercial structure. Of added 
significance is the fact that ·i.t was part of the. very large shipping 
operation carried on By Sir. William Pepperrell, a wealth.y· fish. and 
lumber merchant of Kittery • .. 

Born in 1696, Pepperrell was appointed ch.ief justice of the Massachusetts 
court of common pleas in 1730. During King George's War (1744} Governor 
William Sht-rley placed h.im in command of 4,000 men to lay seige to the 
supposedly impregnable :french. fortress at Louisbourg on Cape Breton Island. 

u. 
In spite of th.is he conducted an audacious and luck.y attack. which reduced 
the stronghold and for which he was made a baronet by King George II, the 
first native American so honored. Later, as president of the Council, 
he served briefly as Governor of Massachusetts. 

Sir William Pepperell's grandson, William, inherited h.is vast estate 
and in 1774 was also created baronet. At the outbreak of the Revolution 
he remained loyal to the' King and, as a Tory, his estate was confiscated 
by the State of Massachusetts in 1778. The warehouse was bought at auction 
by Capt. Samuel . Smallcorn who, in 1797, sold it to Robert Follett whose 
daughter married William Thompson Gerrish. The Gerrish's for many years used 
the building as a store and ship chandlery and it remained in the family 
until 1976 when it was sold by Charles S. Gerrish, Jr., and Marion Gerrish 
Craig to the Maine Maritime Museum of Bath, Maine. 

Plans are now under consideration to restore the structure and 
possibly to remove it'.to a new location more accessible to the museum 
public, its present site being difficult of access and also exposed to 
tidal erosion. 
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MAINE MARITIME MUSEUM, BATH, MAINE 04530
963 Washington Street 207»443*6311

March 18, 1977

Dr. William Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
18th and C Street, NW 
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

In reference to the Gerrish Warehouse and Ship Chandlery located at 
Kittery Point, Maine, and owned by the Maine Maritime Museum, the museum 
is aware of the implications of the Tax Reform Act of 1976, and we choose to 
waive further comment.

We do urge that the Keeper of the Register expedite consideration of the 
building's nomination due to deteriorated condition of the structure and the 
need we have to institute corrective action as soon as possible.

Thank you for your consideration.

Ralph L. Snow 
Executive Director

RLS:kes

cc: Earle G. Shettleworth, Director
Maine Historic Preservation Commission 
Augusta, Maine

Dir 
MAINE MARITIME MUSEUM, BATH, MAINE 04530 

Dr. William Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
18th and c Street, NW 
Washington, D. c. 20240 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

963 Washington Street 207•443•6311 

In reference to the Gerrish Warehouse and Ship Chandlery located at 
Kittery Point, Maine, and owned by the Maine Maritime Museum, the museum 
is aware of the implications of the Tax Reform Act of 1976, and we choose to 
waive further comment. 

We do urge that the Keeper of the Register expedite consideration of the 
building's nomination due to deteriorated condition of the structure and the 
need we have to institute corrective action as soon as possible. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

RLS:kes 

cc: Earle G. Shettleworth, Director 
Maine Historic Preservation Commission 
Augusta, Maine 

Sincerely, 

t1r.(ow 
Executive Director 



ENTRIES IN THE NATICTIAL REGISTER 

STATE MAT^IH: '
Date Entered 2 6 1977

Location

St* Cyril and St* Methodius Church

Gerrlsh Varehouae

Liebon ?all8 
Androseo;;,^lQ Cotmty

Klttery 
York Coxmty

Also notified
Bon* Edmund S* Muskia
Bon. UlUiaa D* Hatiiaway 
Ron* Vllliae S* Cohen 
Bon* David F. Emery
Regional Director, Korth Atlantic

Region
880 Mott 6/2/77

State Elatoric Preearvation Officer 
Earle C. Shettlcworth, Jr. 

Director. Maine Eiatorlo Preservation 
Comlaalon 

31 Weotera Avenue 
Anjpiata, Mains 04330

ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE MAI'iE . 

Date Entered IAY 2 6 Yd77 

St. Cyril and St. Metbodiua Church 

( t:e:n:":::_ V:irehou■e 

Also Notified 

Bon. Edmund S. Huak.ie 

Bon. William D. Hatbaway 
Hon. Willin S. Caben 
Hon. David 11'. Emery 

Regional Director, North Atlantic 

'880 :a.egioo. 
~ Mott 6/2/77 

Location 

Lisbon 'Palls 
Androscoggin County 

Kittery 
York County 

State Hlatoric Preeenation Officer 
Mr. Ea~le O. Sh~ttleworth, Jr. 
Director. ~aine Historic Preaervation 

Coonuaion 
31 Veater.a Avenue 
A~t• • Maine 04330 



NK Data Sheet
DATEi <Z5

MAY 2 6 1977

NAME AS IT APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER: Gerrlsh WarehousB

OTHER KAKES:

location:sTRccTiiNUMBER PeppeErel Cove, off ME 103

oTYTowN Kittery 

STATE Maine

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT Ist

VICINITY OF
COUNTY

York
code

. 31

OWNER OF property: (Circle) state local govt municipal county other

ADHlNISTRATOR(underiine) FEDERAL(AGENCY NAME):

NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDWEST

SOUTHWEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN VEST PACIFIC NORTHWEST

features: INTERIOR
_Substantially intact-1 
_ un)cnown - 4 
_ not applicable - 7

aWERIOR
J’Substantially intact-2
_unlcnown .-5
_ not applicable - 8

Eir/IROKS

CONDITION- -excellent 
—OdOO
IAair

— S'jbstantially intact-3
_.Linknovm -6 
_ Net applicable-9

—Interior, exterior, environs not intacc-0
_DETERIORATEO —U^LTEREO
_RUINS J^ALTERED —MOVED
_uNEXPOSED -Reconstructed _Un)cncvm
—UnexcavateiT -Excavated

^ORIGINAL SITE

ACCESS- Yes-restricted Yes-unrestricted ^to~^ccegs^ UrJenown

historic district? yes no

WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? YES NO
IF YES, NAME:

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK? 
IF YES, NAME:

NO

ADAPTIVE use; NO Saved ? YES HO

FUNCTION (S); (use vbcabulary words)

then-

now-

significance:

^RCHCULOOYPRCHlSTORiC 
^RCHCOLOGY HISTORIC 
,^jy^RICULTURC
^architecture
^T

£COMMERCE
^COMMUNICATIONS

Claims

.CONSERVATION

.ECONOMICS
—EDUCATION
—ENGINEERING
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National Register of Historic Places  

Archivist note to the record 

Correspondence associated with Gerrish Warehouse, York County, Maine, National Register Reference 
Number #77000140 Requesting Removal of Gerrish Warehouse from National Register of Historic Places 

Dated August 8, 1990 



MAINE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISS10N 
55 Capitol Street 

State House Station 65 
Augusta, Maine 04333 

August a, 1990 

Ms. Carol Schull, Chief of Registration 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
P. o. Box 37127 
Washington, D. c. 20013-7127 

Dear Carol: 

On May 26, 1977, the Gerrish Warehouse, located at Pepperrell Cove, 
Kittery, Maine, was listed in the National Register of Historic Places. Its 
significance was related to the fact that it was a rare example of eighteenth 
century commercial architecture and was associated with sir William 
Pepperrell's extensive shipping operations. 

At the time of its listing, plans were being made to restore the 
building. Consideration was also being given to relocating it to a more 
publicly accessible site. However, after a subsequent evaluation of the 
structure and an assessment of the restoration costs, the owners, the Maine 
Maritime Museum, abandoned its plans. At some point thereafter the Museum 
salvaged from the building what it felt was worthy of preservation, and even 
had the hope of erecting a replica at their compound in Bath. The remainder 
of the building was then destroyed. 

In view of these facts, I request that the Gerrish Warehouse be removed 
from the Register. 

s~~ely,. ,,, 

Earle Shettleworth, Jr. 
State istoric Preservation Officer 

EGS/slm 




