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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

All exterior walls of the Pressey House, ell and barn are of white
clapboard siding. The main part of the Oakland residence is octagonal with
a central chimney. Fach of the eight sides can be described as follows,
starting with the entrance side and working counter- clockwige.

The entrance side has a doorway with Greek Revival Doric pilasters.
In the second story is a window. The next side facing the street, has
paired windows on each story. The next has one window on each story, as has
the next and the one following that. The junction of the ell and the house
fills the next side. The last two sides havera single:window on each story.

The; all is- rectangular, its main axis perpendicular: to the main part of
the house. On the long side nearer the house's main entrance can be seen three
regularly-spaced windows .in the second story, with a door and two windows on

the first story. The other long side of the ell has a first-story door and a
second-story window.

The barn is nearly square and attached to the end of the ell at one corner.
All windows are flanked by black wooden louvered shutters.

The foundation of the Pressey House is comprised of granite blocks.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Only a:pvelatively small number of octagon houses were built in
Maine although the fad, if such it can be called, lasted for at
least three.decades. Because of this relatiwvely long:time span,
examples of this architectural form are found decorated externally
with a variety -of stylistic details. Some are-Gothic, some Italianate
and some, as in the case of the Pressey House, Greek Revival.

As a well preserved example of this relatively rare form, the
Pressey House with its interestingly attached ell and barn deserves
attention. Most octagon houses in the state exist in more urban
surroundihgs with separate stables or carriage houses. Here, in a
rural setting, the typical New England "extended architecture' has been
employed.

Built between 1854 and 1858 by H. T. Pressey, this house, pleasingly
sited near the shore of Messalonskee Lake, is both a local landmark and
an architectural rarity.
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