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———————————DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

While Men's Houses are primitive by American and other foreign 
standards, they are handsome, sturdy and reasonably weather-r>roof. 
The faluw in Rull is large and hexagonal in floor plan, with 
treated betelnut tree trunks for floor covering. The structure 
is built on stones which create a raised platform and foundation. 
The above ground structure consists mainly of pandanus, nipa and 
coconut leaves for roofing, bamboo reeds for roofing sunport and 
coconut fiber ropes for tying. Its steep thatched (peaked) roof 
juts out at both top ends. This faluw has not changed much from 
the very first one built on this foundation. This faluw is maintained 
in the traditional manner and is one of the best e xairroles of this 
culturally significant structure within Tan District.

Traditionally, these 'mens houses' were used for planning war 
strategy, rites of passage for young men, and other important 
aspects of social life. Todayj these same structures are used 
in the same manner for planning more modern, village/community 
life in concert with the laws as administered by the foreign 
authority  the United States,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Among the many things considered in the process 
of choosing a s ite for a faluw, free access to the 
sea is one of predominance, as a location that would 
allow for fishing and water transportation convenience, 
^reparation to undertake the actual construction of a faluw 
requires a meeting of certain village heads of household. 
These men by tradition and custom are responsible for providing 
various materials for the faluw's construction. After they 
have been informed, they contact all others concerned including 
their low-caste -neonle to ber^in gatherings of needed materials 
to be ready to do their nart in the actual construction process. 
After a village construction advisor is called activity begins.

The significant pumose of the faluw as best exemplified by
the Hull Village Faluw is to provide a secluded meeting nlace
for men only, a forum in which to discuss local politics,
fishing and all village affairs. It serves in the nast and
still today as a place for storing vital fishing equipment,
and as the place where young men are ..initiated in the ways of
fighting, fishing, navigation, making and repairing of equipment,
social conduct and folklore and music. The faluw stands as
a symbol of village pride and ceremonial grounds for occasions
of an important and rare nature. The faluw also serves as a shelter
for travelers and visitors as well as a sleeping lodge for
male elders, visitors of high rank and resting spot for fishermen
preparing to venture on fishing runs. Entertainment may also
be staged at a faluw such as dancing by the people of the village.
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Colonia, Yap District 96945______________________________
CITY OR TOWN STATE

Trust Territory of thePacific Islands____________________________________

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL__ STATEJL!7"1 LOCAL L_*aP District

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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Prepared under the direction of the Engineer, HQ, AFFE, by the 64th Engineer Battalion {Base Topographic). 
Compiled in 1954 by photogrammetric (multiplex) methods. Coastal hydrography compiled from Japanese 
Hydrographic Chart 1, 1921; 2107, 1941. Horizontal and vertical control established by Corps of Engineers, 
1951. Roads are classified from source maps and aerial photography and are verified by reconnaissance. 
Map field checked, 1951. - • 
Hydrographic source data furnished but delineation on this edition not revjewed by U. S. Navy Hydrographic

Office.
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