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The Japanese Artillery road is located on private land/the

Pohndolap area however, is clear titled publicly owned land.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN)VPHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The present physical condition and appearance of the Sokehs Japanese
Artillery Road and Pohndolap area, 1s overgrown and covered with
grasses and in some areas, thick bush. The Artillery Road itself

is in better repair the Pohndolap area due to a recent clearing
project. The Road 1s accessible via trail motor bike or on foot,
however the Pohndolap or top area can only be penetrated on foot.

At best, the entire area can only be rated "Fair', condition-wise.

Also the condition of the ruins and objects within the Pohndolap
area can be deemed deteriorated and in some cases unexposed.

. It should be noted that though the Japanese Artillery Road is
located and running through private land/negotiations are being
conducted to free the road for public use.

There are no problems with the Pohndolap area or top region
however, because the Government is the sole owner.



K} SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC ~ ._ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC ~ __COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  _RELIGION
—1400-1499 -—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _ CONSERVATION —LAw —SCIENCE
- —1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS — LITERATURE —-SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION X_MILTARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 - __ART —_ENGINEERING —-Music __THEATER
—1800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT ~ __PHILOSOPHY X_TRANSPORTATION
X_1900- —COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER {SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
[} N
SPECIFIC DATES 19053 1924 BUILDER/ARCHITECT PONAPEANS AND JAPANESE GOV'T.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Japanese Artillery Road going from base to top of Sokehs,
is of value and significance as it was built by the Japanese
tefore World War II for Artillery/Access. To the Pohndolap
area or gun implcements, bunker and searchlight. (all of which
are still in place).

. , '
The Pohndolap region at the top of Sokehs was the §§éh of Ponape's
major stand against American fighter planes toward the end of
World War II. A Japanese Command Post was located in this area.

Further, the area was the site of a massive Ponape German
confrontation in 1911. Remains of Ponapean fort constructed in
; 1910 for the confrontation still exist under thick foliage.

\
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The major references used in compiling the information for this :
nomination were Ponapeans who were alive through all of the

Japanese occupation of this area and the recognized Ponapean

cultural and heritage expert in this district, Mr. Pensile

Lawrence. Also the Micronesian area research center (MARC)

on Guam was used for reference.
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Road and Polindollap Area
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