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The site is a fork in the Oregon Trail which marks the origin of the 
Sublette-Greenwood Cutoff route. The original trail continues ahead 
(southwest) to Fort Bridger while the Sublette Cutoff veers right(west) 
to cross the Little Colorado Desert providing a short cut to the Bear River.

The site is located on an open sagebrush plain. The Oregon Trail at this 
point has been bladed some years ago evidenced by a slight berm, but some 
ruts are evident immediately to the south. The Sublette Cutoff Road has 
not been improved and is probably near its original condition.

A small reddish sandstone approximately 15 inches high with a rounded top 
marks the junction. This stone is marked with a left-pointing arrow 
followed by "F, Bridger," and a right-pointing arrow, followed by 
"S, Cut Off," The stone was placed by L.C. Bishop and Paul Henderson.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This historic fork in the Oregon Trail was a point where many wagon trains 
parted company. Some took the short dry route to Bear Valley saving 46 
miles, while others took the longer Fort Bridger route to Oregon or on to 
Utah and California. The dry route included 50 waterless miles and 
became popular during the gold rush period.

The cutoff route was established by a mountaineer named Greenwood in 1844 
rather than Sublette. The route became known as the Sublette route when 
Joseph E. Ware in his Emigrants' Guide to California (St. Louis, 1849) 
through an error listed the old Greenwood Cutoff west of South Pass as 
the "Sublette Cutoff,"



Old Historic Diaries quoted by Aubrey Haines in his "Historic Sites 
Along the Oregon Trail."
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