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The Johnson County Library Building is situated on the 
northwest corner of the County Courthouse grounds. It was 
built in 1909 of native stone, with mortar made by mixing lime 
and sand. There have been no significant alterations. In 
1973 an exit from the basement was authorized to be built 
at the back of the building in compliance with fire regulations, 
and otherwise the structure is as it was at the time it was 
built.

This building is typical of early 20th century architecture. 
It has a main floor and a large finished basement. The main entry 
is so arranged that a few steps up leads into the main floor 
area, and less than a full flight of steps leads to a very usable 
basement.
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The Johnson County Library Building is a fine example of 
the Neoclassical style of architecture. Among the structural 
details which should be noted are the quoins of contrasting 
color and the cut-stone lintels. Another interesting feature 
is the stucco in the gable on the east facade.

On January 28, 1909, the local newspaper of Buffalo 
reported that Judge Parmalee had returned from visiting 
libraries in Cheyenne and Laramie, Wyoming. He said that 
Andrew Carnegie had agreed to provide $12,500 for erection of 
a library building in Buffalo, if the County would furnish 
the site and $1,250 a year for maintenance. Citizens of 
Johnson County agreed, and a portion of the Courthouse grounds 
was donated by the County Commissioners upon which to build 
the library.

The cornerstone at the northeast corner of the building 
was laid in 1909, and the building has been in continuous use 
as a county library since that year. This was 13 years after 
the first county library law in the United States was enacted 
by the Wyoming Territorial Legislature, and only 9 years after 
Wyoming was admitted into the Union as the 44th state.

At the turn of the century there was no cement in Johnson 
County and no economical way to freight it in to Buffalo. 
A few miles south at the foot of the Big Horn range was a good 
supply of limestone which could be fired in large kilns and 
refined into lime, a process taking about 72 hours. This was 
hauled to Buffalo and used in mortar and for making whitewash, 
and was essential for construction of many public buildings 
and homes in the area. Architecture in a remote settlement 
such as Buffalo had to make use of native materials, and from it 
there is much to be learned about history, the style of an 
age, economic health of a community, and the interests of the 
people who were responsible for the public buildings in a 
time of development. In this particular building we see how 
important to the early culture was the establishment of a 
library probably even more important to the citizens of the 
new western state than to more heavily populatedr-areas.
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