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The Odd Fellows Hall in Gary, South Dakota is an example of the 
type of commercial buildings constructed during the late 1800's 
in the Dakotas. The two-story brick building has a decorated 
cornice with a triangular attic centered on the top of the 
front (east) facade. Bricks protrude from the wall surface to 
make decorative patterns beneath the cornice.

Fenestration on the top floor features large rectangular 
double hung windows decorated with cut stone lintels and lug- 
sills. A cut stone stringcourse runs beneath the linteled 
windows. The first floor has the usual plate glass extending 
the full width of the building's front.

The exterior of the Odd Fellow's Hall has not been sub­ 
ject to any major alterations. Like many buildings in this 
small town, it is in fair condition. Structures to the rear of 
and kitty-corner from it have been destroyed. Hopefully, a 
similar fate does not await this local landmark.
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The I.O.O.F. Hall stands out as the most architecturally 
unique building on this small town's Main Street. Since its 
construction in 1898, the building has served as a gathering 
place not only for the fraternal organization that paid for 
its construction, but also for town meetings. One such 
meeting was held in the Odd Fellows Hall in January of 1900. 
Interested citizens of Gary gathered there to discuss the 
opening of the State School for the Blind at Gary.

Since its construction, the ground floor of the building 
has been the setting for various enterprises, including a 
museum and recreational hall.

The A. Oakes Company, of Springfield, Minnesota constructed 
the building, which today stands as one of a decreasing number 
of tangible examples of the type of architecture seen on turn of 
the century commercial buildings.
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