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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Johannes Erickson Log House is located on County Road 3, Scandia, Minnesota, 
The site is adjacent to the Hay Lake School which has been restored and is used for 
a museum during the summer by the Washington County Historical Society. Immediately 
west of the museum, on section 27, is the log house (built in 1868 by Johannes 
Erickson). It faces 195th Street on the south, County Road 3 on the north, and 
old Marine Trail on the east. This house was moved in February of 1975 to the 
present site which is only % mile east of the original site.

The structure is of hewn oak logs with a shingled gambrel roof. It retains 
its original windows and interior oak sheathing. It measures 20 feet by 28 feet; 
on the first floor one room is 12 feet by 20 feet, the living room is 16 feet by 
20 feet, and the second floor rooms are 16 feet by 16 feet and 12 feet by 20 feet. 
The gambrel roof, gives a full head-room space in the upstairs area rather than 
the common loft. The stairway leads to the second floor from the exterior. The 
entrance to the stairway was formerly enclosed by a lean-to.

A lean-to shaped "summer kitchen" was formerly attached to the east (rear) 
side of the house. This addition was later removed as was the vertical exterior 
board siding and the shutters on the front of the building.

The Erickson Log House was later owned by Vernon Jellum, and was altered by 
him for use as a granary before it was sold to the Washington County Historical 
Society.

The Washington County Historical Society is presently undertaking restoration 
of the log house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Johannes Erickson family emigrated from Dalsland, Sweden, to the Scandia 
area of Washington County, Minnesota, in 1866. The Scandia area was (and remains 
today) primarily Scandinavian in settlement. The Erickson Log House is an 
unique example of log-gambrel house construction, common in the provences of 
Smaland and Dalsland in Sweden. In the Scandinavian-settled areas of Minnesota, 
however, extremely few examples of this type of house construction are extant.

(In that the Erickson Log House was no longer desirable v as a utility 
structure on the Jellum farm, plans were made for removal of the house by either 
re-location or demolition. Consequently, the house was moved to a new location 
in the immediate vicinity of the original site, which provided a more compatable 
environment for future restoration and preservation.)
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