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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Construction of the Kasson Water Tower along with 3600 feet of watermain and 
an 8-inch well was undertaken in 1895 by a local contractor, E.E. Huelster for the 
sum of $6000.00. Plans and specifications were prepared by C.R. Elder for an 
additional $100.00. The structure is comprised of a 50,000 gallon steel tank 
placed on an 86-foot high ornamental limestone tower. The tower itself has a 
platform at the base of the tank; this platform employs a gas-pipe railing and a 
bracketted cornice as decorative elements. The inside ladder is made completely 
of iron pipe nipples and elbows.

The original petition of 22 May 1895 varied from the above statement in that 
it called the tower to be eighty feet in height and support a tank of at least 
2000 barrels capacity.

The most distinctive feature of the Kasson Water Tower is the ornamental use 
of limestone as a building material. The structure has not been modified in any 
way since the time of construction in 1895.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Since the time of construction, the Kasson Water Tower has been a recognized 
local landmark. It is significant in its use of building materials, a feature which 
distinguishes it among early municipal water systems in South-central Minnesota. 
It is the only structure of its type in the region to remain in an unaltered 
state since the time of its construction in 1895, and is a significant example of 
nineteenth century engineering skill.



Minutes of Kasson City Council meetings, 1895. 
Newspaper: Kasson Republican, 1895.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Water tower is situated on the northwest corner at the intersection of 
4th Avenue and 2nd Street in Kasson
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