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The Corpus Christ! Church is an architect-designed example of Romanesque /Gothic 
brick vernacular as it appeared in America in the late 19th century. Its 
175-foot steeple rises from a rectangular block (128* x 58') which is six bays 
long and three bays wide. Constructed of locally burned brick, locally 
quarried limestone and slate, the building is noted for its strong vertical 
tower and for the coloration and variety of its well-executed ornament. 
Visible for miles, the tower consists of a rectangular base, an octagonal 
drum and a six-sided spire. It is placed at the gable end which contains 
the main entryway to the building. The base of the tower comprises nearly half 
its full height. It is pierced by tall, round arched openings with louvres. 
Its corner? are marked by mitre capped vertical elements rising from below, and 
atop these large stone pinnacles. The second component of the tower is 
pierced by eight round arched openings with decorative heads and louvres. 
The third component is an extremely tall and slender spire with peaked gables 
at its base.

The church proper is treated as ornamentally as the tower. Surface textures 
range from the heavy rustication of the stone block foundation, to soft brick 
and to the smooth carved stone caps and hoods. The walls are animated by 
a variety of openings, fully round or arched, by recessed panels, by ornamental 
brick and window tracery. Added elements are stepped fables, buttresses, 
window hoods with keystones, castellation, round, mitred and compound-arched. 
The interior, although not described here, has apparently suffered little 
alteration through the years. Its chief elements are its spacious nave, its 
gallery and fine stained glass windows. Some remodelling has occurred in 
the interior. The plan, however, is basically the same as the original — 
a central aisle, two side aisles, supporting posts of columns, a sanctuary, 
two sacristies, and, at the rear, a choir loft. All wood timbering is 
covered with plaster. A skylight appears above the apse.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Corpus Christi Catholic Church is of historical significance for several reasons;

1. It is of such a height and prominence in the city as to be one of the city's 
most conspicuous landmarks. For years it was the highest structure in town. 
Clearly visible for fifteen miles to the north, west and south, it has been 
a familiar focal point of the city-scape for nearly a century.

2. The Church possesses architectural merit for its association with Fred Herr, 
(Fridolin Hear, Sr.) the architect, of Stuttgart and Dubuque, Iowa, who 

also designed the Dubuque County Courthouse, St. Joseph's Academy, St. Francis 
Convent and the Dubuque County Poorhouse. Its design is High Victorian 
Romanesque, and exemplifies that era's interest in the picturesque.

3. It exemplifies the use of native materials, for the limestone and brick 
were derived from deposits in this area.

Corpus Christi Parish was the first in the Sioux City Diocese. From the mid- 
1850's untill well into the sixties, priests from herer served the great 
stretch of prairie wilderness extending northward from Fort Dodge to Fjimets- 
burg and Spirit Lake, and westward to Sioux City.

When Father Lenehen arrived in 1870 to begin 27 years of ministry to his pari­ 
shioners, there stood only a little old church that eventually became a chapel. 
During the spring of 1879, plans were laid for the new church to be designed 
by Fred Herr. The quarrying of stone began in November, 1879, and continued 
until 1880. Work went on throughout the years 1880-1882, under the super­ 
vision of A.V. Lambert, a Fort Dodge architect, with visits by Mr. Herr. 
The church was ultimately dedicated January 1, 1883.

The church stands today as a tangible link to the past and the settlement of 
Northwest Iowa.



EJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
History of Corpus Christ! Parish in its Diamond Jubilee, 1856-1931 (1932). 
Pratt, H.M. History of Fort Dodge and Webster County, "lowa, I. Chicago: Pioneer

Publishing Co., 1913.
Goeldner, Paul K. Temples of Justice. Unpublished thesis, Columbia Universitym 

1971.

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY less than one acre
UTM REFERENCES

J^OO (0 <5~ £> O
A|l.5| 1410.012.1,9+ |4.7jO,01ut 5,OJ

ZONE EASTING NORTHING
Cl , I I I , I , , I | , | , 'I , i i

Bl . i I I . I , .
ZONE EASTING

DJ . I I I . I . .
NORTHING
1,1,1,,

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

FORM PREPARED BY
NAME/TITLE

____John H. Mitchell, Parish Director
ORGANIZATION

____Corpus Christi Parish
DATE

12 July 1974
STREET & NUMBER

142 No. 9th Street
TELEPHONE

CITY OR TOWN STATE

Fort Dodcre Iowa

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL__ STATE _/£_. LOCAL___

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE

TITLE A f /I . / if' 
Dt^JtJk t fJtU. A /frj

1H m 11 m

liiiii
liilii

GPO 892-453


