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The residence is a three-story wooden structure very symmetrical in appear­ 
ance on the northeast corner of FairviewAve. and 3rd St. It is placet high in 
the bluffs with only a few homes and then the tall bluffs rising behind it. 
Facing west it commands a sweeping view of the town and Missouri River floodplain 
all the way across the river to Ctaaha.

The dominating feature of the exterior is the spacious porch which is 
wrapped around three sides of the house. The front porch columns are original 
but there are no railings at present. Old photographs do show the original porch. 
The front porch roof does not wrap around the house, but is placed on the north, 
west, and south leaving the porch corners exposed. Railings outlined the porch 
roof on each side of the house and along the flat crown of the: roof at the top 
of the house. Two of the chimneys have new brick-work but the original number 
of three remain. An extension of the third floor's north room has resulted in 
an asymmetrical appearance to the third floor which is not original. The 
original wood sidisg has been covered with aluminum.

The grounds are basically unchanged. The tall retaining wall of brick 
center covered with stucco is probably original. A garage at the back was added 
in the early_15QQ!s. It is a simple one-car garage. Its most interesting feature 
is a turntable floor so the car never had to be backed out. The new change to 
the grounds is the addition of a walkway from the Dodge House next door.

The interior reflects the symmetry of the exterior. On both the first and 
second floors, the major rooms are in the corners of the floor, the main stair 
case is in the middle of the house and smaller rooms are in the front (east) 
center and back (west) center areas. The basic shape of the rooms and details 
is square.

fVet/jA
After coming •bhrcr.a small vestibule, there is a large entrance hall that 

is dominated by an impressive oak staircase. The staircase is built around a 
square so there is a large central open area to the third floor. The newel posts 
are square with egg and dart moldings and applied trim; the hand railings are 
shaped with a deep groove for the fingers and a shallower groove for the thumb. 
The staircase has two landings to reach second floor and one from second to third 
floor.

The entrance to the north and south rooms off the hallway are outlined with 
Ionic pilasters of oak and across the top with a classically-detailed beam. To 
the north is the music room which contains one of the two fireplaces in the home. 
It has a mirror built in over the mantle, white tile around the fire opening and 
a white tile hearth. The ceiling isA8nly one in the house which has the original 
plaster work forming a design around the perimeter. The room to the south of 
the entrance hall was the library. Its fireplace is similiar to the one in the 
music room with the exception that the tile around the fire opening is brown.

The southeast corner of the first floor was the dining room. It was separ-
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The August Beresheim House is significant because of its physical relationship 
to the Historic General Dodge House next door and because it is a spacious home 
of a well-to-do Council Bluffs family of that period.

The Historic General Dodge House is a National Historic Landmark and has 
been open as a fine quality house museum since 1964* The physical relationship 
between the Beresheim House and the Dodge House is important to both. They are 
the only homes on the east side of 3rd St. in their block. Together they help 
preserve the tradition that this neighborhood is one of fine homes where many 
influential families of Council Bluffs resided. The Dodge House would have been 
the oldest home in the neighbours,0 out many well-to-do families built residences 
on large lots nearby. At the present time to the north and west of the Dodge House 
are vacant lots where once were large homes. The Beresheim House is one of the 
few large homes near the Dodge House. The preservation of the Dodge House has been 
very important to Council Bluffs and the region but its neighborhood context is 
also worthy to note and maintain.

The Beresheim House is a spacious home of a well-to-do old family of Council 
Bluffs. Its design was influenced by several architectural styles but always with 
care taken so that fine materials and quality workmanship were used to create a 
gracious home. Stebbins A. Teal, a master mechanic, gentleman farmer and Beresheim 1 s 
father-in-law, designed the oak staircase and supervised other details to make this 
a fine home. The Beresheims were an old and influential Council Bluffs family. 
John, August's father, came to Council Bluffs in 1855 when this was the raw fron­ 
tier. After working in several mercantile establishments, he joined the Pacific 
National Bank which merged with Gen. G. M. and Nathan Dodge's banking office to 
form the Council Bluffs Savings Bank in 1870. August was born and educated in Council 
Bluffs and joined the bank in his teens. John Beresheim became president of the 
bank in 1902 and on his death in 1909 > August succeeded him in that office. The 
home on 3rd Street was the first and only home of their own that August and his 
wife, Clara, had and it stayed in the family until the early 1950's.
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Description, Beresheim House, con't.

ated from the library by bookcases and sliding doors. The bookcases and doors 
have been removed and the two rooms are now one large room. At the back of th 
entrance hall, another door lejld to the butler's pantry. It is a good size roan 
and is the center room on the east side of the house. The kitchen was in the 
northeast corner. It is a spacious room with a built-in cupboard intact. The 
back door is in this room. The back porch has the original railings and 
turned columns. A modern bathroom has been added in the small room just off 
the northeast corner of the kitchen. This area was originally the basement 
entrance. Two other doors are in the kitchen. One is the entrance to the 
full-size basement. The other leads to the back-stairs which go to second 
floor.

The second floor is also very symmetrical. The elaborate staircase takes 
up the center of the floor. A large bedroom is in each of the corners. A 
small sitting room is in the center on the west side, just above the entrance 
hall. Three windows are clustered in the center of the wall with the middle 
window extending almost to the floor so the family could walk out on the 
porch roof which was enclosed by railings. A bathroom is in the center on 
the west side. A marble-topped sink and bathtub with claw feet still remain.

The staircase extends to the third floor with one landing. Three rooms 
which open off a small center hall are there. The two rooms on the north and 
south were originally maid's rooms and the west room was a playroom for the 
Beresheim f s daughter, Theda. The central heating system did not extend up to 
the third floor. A window in the north room overlooking the staircase 
probably helped to warm the room.

The future plans for the Beresheim House are for it to serve as an 
orientation center for the Historic General Dodge House next door. A pre-tour 
slide presentation will give a brief introduction on the history of the 
General, his home and the area before the visitor goes on to the Dodge House 
itself. The rooms on first and second floor will also be used for office, 
employee room, public restroom, gift shop and several display rooms. All the 
services can be removed from the Dodge House to an area that has much more 
space for them and the museum can be more completely part of the 19th century. 
The basement can be used as storage area and the third floor as a director's 
apartment. All of this can be done by finding new uses for the rooms while 
not destroying any of the original spaces or detailing. Part of the stair­ 
case had been removed and it has now been restored to match the original. 
Restoration of the exterior is hoped for and maintaining the beauty of the 
parts of the interior that are original is essential.eS/-. '-". ' --.'-?«:.• st~, ^'/ •• >' ^"' ' ' /:''' "'"' " ' /"1'" x" ''-"•' '" """' ••'''"
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