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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Farmers and Merchants Bank, constructed in 1919, was designed by the Boise
architectural firm of Tourtellotte and Hummel. It served as a bank building until 1965,
when the First Security Bank donated the structure to the city of Nampa for use as a library.
At that time it was remodeled on the interior by Smith and Keys of Nampa. The sandstone
building is an example of classical revival architecture, and is distinguished by its Ionic
columns and pediment.

This two-story, 60' x 90', balanced, symmetrical edifice has a center twe-story portico with
two pair of Ionic columns supporting a pediment. The pediment contains a sculpted pediment
above it. The pediment, which is not supported by pilasters, containsrthe insignia of the
First National Bank. The doorway is set off from the facade by vertical molding which ex-
tends to the second story and encloses a round arched window. On either side of the portico
are two first-story and two second-story sash windows, which contribute greatly to the
verticality of the building as the vertical pairs are encased in two-story frames. Pilasters
are located at the corners of the building and between the windows, contributing.additional
classical detail and adding to the verticality of the entire structure. The building terminates
with a balustrade above a cornice supported by dentils.

~The exterior remains unaltered, although the interior, while retaining its classical detail,
was remodeled to fit the needs of the library. The library tables and countertops are
| constructed of the marble used in the bank interior.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Designed by southern Idaho's foremost architectural firm for the Farmers and Merchants Bank,
this building was estimated to cost:about $ 73289 when completed, Work began in 1919, using
sandstone from the Table Rock quarries east of Boise. In 1920, however, before the bank

was finished during an economic collapse and banking panic, Farmers and Merchants Bank
merged with the First National Bank. The next occupant, the Stockmen's National Bank, was
bought out by the First Security Bank in 1927. In 1965, First Security donated the building

to the city of Nampa, the current owners, for use as the Nampa Public Library. At this time,
the building interior was remodeled to fit the needs of the library. Its classical design

follows a long and established tradition for banks, originated by William Strickland in his
Second Bank of the United States and perpetuated by Robert Mills in the Treasury Building

and numerous other structures. This Classical style, a symbol of stability in America,,
reflected confidence and optimism at a climax of a period of exceptional economic expansion:
inability of the contractors to get the structure built before two decades of economic disaster
did not show in the building itself.

" Besides being a reflection of the history and tastes of the period, the Farmers and Merchants
Bank is also architecturally significant for its sculpted pediments on the portico and above
the door, and for its fine stained glass skylight, which is still in place.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The boundaries include only the building at 101 Eleventh Avenue South.
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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