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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Snow Creek is a short and often dry tributary of Glacier Creek, which runs 
between Mount Brynteson to the north and Bonanza Hill to the south into the 
Snake River; which flows south to Norton Sound on the Bering Sea. On Glacier 
Creek above its confluence with Snow Creek , and up Snow Creek to its source , 
is Mineral Survey No. 715. Here from the confluence, extending 1345 feet up 
Snow Creek with a width of 635 feet, is Snow Creek Placer No. 1.

In 1900, Alfred H. Brooks, U.S. Geological Survey, Described the area as 
follows in his (with G.B. Richardson and A.J. Collier) Reconnaiss_ances in the 
Cape Nome and Norton Bay regions, Alaska;

"Snow Gulch is the only tributary of Glacier Creek which has thus far 
produced gold. It joins Glacier Creek about 3 [2] miles from Snake River. 
Its source lies in a shallow basin, which is gravel filled, while its lower 
course is through a rather sharply cut gorge; the -total length is about a mile.

The bed rock near the mouth of Snow Gulch is chloritic schist, and the 
strikes are about at right angles to the course of the stream. Near its 
head some blue limestones are exposed. A quartz vein near the divide has 
been found to carry some gold. The gravels are 3 or 4 feet in thickness 
and are chiefly quartz and mica schist.

Its topographic form makes Snow Gulch almot ideal for the concentration 
of gold. In point of fact it has proved the richest stream of its size so 
far discovered, for in the two seasons that it has been worked it has produced 
upward of a million dollars. At present the stream gravels have been 
practically all woked over, so that the gulch has reached its maximum production,

Two years later, in 1903, the Geological Survey reported a force of men 
about one-half mile above the mouth of the creek shovelling gravels into 
sluice boxes. These were supplied with water by a short ditch from Glacier 
Creek. Snow Creek, and its gulch, had some of the richest placers on the 
peninsula, but these were all but exhausted by 1903.

Today, the area reflects many scars from the mining activity and debris 
from the period. Evidence of cuts, ditches, and severe disturbance of the 
surface of the earth are plentiful. The current owner actively mines the 
claim with sluice box and dam, an effort that is completely compatible with 
the historical character of the claim.
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Significance

The Snow Creek Placer Claim No. 1, was the second of three located (Lindhloinoojn, 
September 19, Snow Creek on September 20, and Anvil Creek Discovery on September 
22) in 1898. This resulted in Alaska's greatest gold rush, both in terms of 
yield and number of people involved. The claim itself was one of the richest 
in the Seward Peninsula; although it was substantially exhausted by 1903. Word 
of the discovery reached Council to the north and on October 18, 1898, the Cape 
Nome Mining District was organized, with claims filed on 7,000 acres. By 1900, 
$2,800,000 had been produced in the distict. The following year, more than 
one-third of all whites in Alaska were in the region. Production reached its 
peak in 1906 when some $7,500,000 worth of gold was recovered, but declined 
thereafter, as did Nome's population, which by 1910 was reduced to 2,600. 
Mining, however, continues to this date to be a prinicpal activity in the Nome area.

Historical Background

Council City on the Niukluk was founded in the summer of 1898 as the first mining 
camp on the Seward Peninsula and from there prospectors continued to seek gold. 
That fall, three Scandinavians Jafet Lindeberg, Erik LincMlQm and John Brynteson ~ 
went up the Snake River, testing its tributaries; and then followed Glacier 
Creek east to Anvil Creek and returned to the sea along Anvil Creek,, According 
to the Book of Records for the Cape Nome Mining District, they discovered the 
Erik Lindblom Placer Claim on Mountain Creek on September 19, 1898, the Snow Creek 
Claim on September 20, and the Anvil Creek Discovery Claim on September 22.

The Scandinavians extracted $1,800 in gold from Snow Creek and Anvil Creek with 
crude equipment; word spread, and forty miners from Council rushed to the new 
strike. As word spread, men came from St. Michaels, Circle, and Eagle and by 
May of 1899 Nome had a population of 250. Placers produced $2,800,000 in 1899 
and in the fall the population had risen to 3,000. By January of 1900, 4,500 
claims were recorded in the Nome district.

Word of the strikes reached the outside world in the fall of 1899. By the summer 
of 1900 Nome's population was 12,488 a third of all whites recorded in Alaska 
by the U.S. Census.
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By 1902, .most worked placer claims were exausted and mining companies with 
capital and expensive machinery took over. Production peaked in 1906 as 
Nome had grown into a city with schools, theater, banks, churches, and paved
streets.

i

After 1906 the population decreased dramatically, falling to 2,600 by 1910. 
During the boom era, from 1899 to 1910, $46,436,500 were yielded by the 
Nome mining activity.

Thus, the Snow Creek Placer Claim No. 1 (registered as "No. 1 on Snow Creek 
Placer Claim") was a part of the stimulus for Alaska's greatest gold rush.
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