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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Present Physical Appearance; The Waterloo Bridge spans the 
Warner River near Waterloo Village connecting the town-owned New 
market Road on either side.

The bridge consists of one span of Tox^n lattice truss con­ 
structed of 11" x 2V members bolted to other lattic members at 
their crossings. Each lattice member is joined in this manner 
to five opposite leaning members. The upper and lower chords 
are each made up of two members (each member 8" x 6") separated 
by a five inch space through which the lattice passes. Lattice 
members are both wooden pinned and iron bolted to the chords. 
On the inside face of each north leaning lattice member and on 
the outside face of each south leaning member are attached board 
of the same size as the members themselves. These boards are 
cut at an angle to fit flush against the faces of the chords, 
but are not attached to the chords and provide extra support 
largely by bearing pressure. The truss walls are laterally 
braced by thirteen beams extended across the top chords, perpend 
icular to the roadbed; these beams are bolted to the chords. 
Beneath these beams, five sets of crossed iron tension rods con­ 
nected through the top chords to provide further bracing. The 
same arrangement provides lateral bracing for the bottom chords.

The lattice truss is set on 11" square timbers at each cor­ 
ner which in turn rest on concrete footings at the top of each 
abutment. The abutments are of rectangular shape constructed 
out of split and irregular stone laid up without mortar.

The bridge has an overall roof and roadbed length of 84'5" 
and 76*5" respectlively, with a vertical clearance of 12'. The 
bridge has an overall width of 16»9fr and a roadbed of 13 f 9" (pas 
able width of 12*11" due to guard rails). The road bed is of 
boards laid length wise in the direction of the road and spiked 
to 11" thick supports that sit on top of the bottom chord.

The roof is of corrugated metal set on rafters which rise 
from the outside member of the top chord and are strengthened 
by braces from the truss walls to the rafters at a point near 
the peak of the roof. The roof, supported by the top chord, 
overhangs each end of the bridge by four feet but is not connect 
ed by a cut back. Both walls and portals are sheathed in vert­ 
ical boarding being allowed to weather gray. Each sidewall has 
three windows and is sheathed to a height twenty inches below 
the top chord; this opening is protected by a roof overhang on 
each side of two feet.

The bridge has been assigned the following numbers: 
29-07-04 in the World Guide to Covered Bridges published by the 
National Society for the Preservation of Covered Bridges; 157- 
087 by the New Hampshire Department of Public Works and Highways 
13 by the New Hampshire Department of Resources and Economic De­ 
velopment .

Original Physical Appearance; The concrete footings on 
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Engineering; In 1839 the town of Warner laid out a road 
in the Newmarket section of Warner3- which appears to be the 
same road as the current Newmarket Road. As this road is di­ 
vided by the Warner River, it is reasonable to assume that at 
least one of the many bridges built by the town of Warner in 
the early nineteenth century spanned this crossing. (As with 
the Dalton Bridge, it is difficult to know which bridge cross­ 
ed where, for they were mostly attached to place and personal 
names which no longer exist and for which there is no good doc­ 
umentation.) In 1857 a bridge referred to as "Waterloo Bridge" 
was repaired at a cost of $78.00.2 in 1860 $473.65 was paid by 
the town of Warner for building Waterloo Bridge. The bulk of 
this amount was paid to Button Woods for the actual building 
of the bridge with lesser amounts being paid to William Bean, 
William B. Davis, Eleazor Davis, and John Colby for related 
tasks.^ The small cost of the bridge relative to other bridges 
being built at the time by the town of Warner seems to indicate 
that the abutments were merely repaired and not new, and that 
the bridge might have been heavily rebuilt instead of being en­ 
tirely new which would concur with local tradition regarding 
the bridge.

Transportation; At the time of the bridge f s construction 
or possible reconstruction, Waterloo Village had several mills, 
the ruins and basement walls of which are visible from the 
bridge5 the village had grown up around these mills and a rail­ 
road line that had had a small station near the north end of 
the Waterloo Bridge.5 With the abandonment of the mills and 
the railroad line, only a small rural population is left which 
the bridge continues to serve. Waterloo Bridge porvides one 
lane passage with no posted weight limits.

3-Town Clerk's P^ecords, Selectmen's Office, Warner + New Hampshir 
Vol. 3, p. 457.

-Report of the Selectmen of the Town of Warner (Concord; Tripp & 
Osgood, 1857), p. 6.

3Ibid., (1860), p. 7. 

Continued on Continuation Sheet 3



Secondary Sources;

Kurd, D. Hamilton, edv< The History of Merritnack and Selknap 
Counties. Philadelphia: J.W.L-wis & Co., 1885. p. 667.

Report of the Selectmen^of the Town of Warner. Concord: Trioo & 
Osgood, 1857. p. 6. ~~ l

Report of the Selectmen of the>"Tov7n of Warner. Concord' Tripo &
Osgood, 1860. p. 7. 
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NAME AND Tl TLE:

Brian R. Pfeiffer
ORGANIZATION

June 20, 1974
STREET AND NUMBER:

135 Ivy Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Brookline Massachus etts Q2146 23

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significanceyOJf this nomination is: 

National / State

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register

recom 

is: ^

-•.
DJrecforj'omce of Archeology and ifatoric Preservation

ATTEST:

Title State Hi 5;t,nTi c Prg'gervation 
ficer

Date Mav 12 1Q7.q

Keeper of The National Reter 

Date //•
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Historic American Engineering Record
1974, x Federal
Historic American Engineering Record
1100 L Street, NE
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. DESCRIPTION, continued

Original Physical Appearance, continued; which the truss rests, 
the added members of the lattice which are not incorporated in­ 
to the truss system, but merely brace it on its sides, and the 
new wood exterior and metal roof are alterations that were made 
in 1970 when the bridge was extensively repaired at a cost of 
$16,000 under the state Town Bridge Aid Program. * 

IStatement by Floyd Avery, secondary roads engineer, personal 
interview, Concord, New Hampshire, June 11, 1974.
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8. SIGNIFICANCE, continued

^Scrapbook of Warner, New Hampshire, compiled by Dollie M. Sar­ 
gent, Pillsbury Public Library, Warner, New Hampshire.

SD. Hamilton Hurd, ed., The History o£ Merrimack and Belknap 
Counties (Philadelphia: J.W.Lewis & Co., 1885), p. 667.
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Unpublished Sources:
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA, continued 

10.2 UTM References

Zone Easting Northing 

19 2.68.175 47.96.525


