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It is indeed appropriate that Governor William King, the father of
Maine statehood, should have been the first to introduce the Gothic Revival
style to the state. His stone farm house of c.1812 in Bath displays large
lancet windows which represent the earliest appearance of medieval architectural forms in Maine.
Governor King's house is rectangular in shape, stands two and a half
stories high, and has a gable roof. It is constructed of granite blocks
with wooden trim.
The facade or east wall consists of three bays. The central bay contains
a simple doorway slightly to the left of center with granite steps leading
up to it. Above the door, just below the eaves, is a small window. To the
left of the door is a floor to ceiling window, and to the right is a more
normal size window. Both have many small lights with wooden mullions, and
each is topped with a glazed lancet arch with intersecting tracery which
extends to the eaves. Two more of these windows are located on the rear .or
west wall of the house.
The side or north and south walls of King's farm house each have two
symmetrically placed windows on the first and second stories and an off-centered
one in the half story.
The other major exterior features of the King house are located on the
gable roof. A pair of dormer windows project from its facade and from its rear.
At the center of the ridge is a small "widow' swalk" which has a window on its
front and rear just below the platform level. At either end of the ridge, the
roof sprouts a square brick chimney.
The interior of Governor King's house reflects a traditional 18th and
early 19th century plan with a central hallway flanked on either side by two
rooms. This symmetrical arrangement holds true for the second and half stories
as well as the first. Woodwork throughout the house was executed in a restrained
Federal style manner.
Governor William King's farm house has been surrounded since the early
20th century by a pleasing asymmetrical placement of trees, shrubs, and vines.
The tasteful landscaping owes much to the English picturesque tradition and is
a particularly appropriate enhancement of this first Gothic Revival dwelling in
Maine.
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The William King House, sometimes referred to as the "Stone House",
draws significance not only from the fact that it was built by Maine's first
governor and principal architect of statehood but also because it represents one
of the earliest known examples of Gothic Revival architecture in New England
and the first in Maine.
Born at Dunstan Landing in Scarborough, Maine, in 1768, William King
received only a modest formal schooling. Yet his natural abilities in business
and politics overcame any deficiencies in education. In 1787 at the age of
19 he moved to Topsham and established himself in a sawmill, a general retail
business and shipbuilding, all of which brought him financial success. Three
years later he moved to Bath, which became his principal residence for the
remainder of his life.
In Bath he quickly developed into one of the business leaders of the
community with interests in shipping, shipbuilding and real estate.
During
the War of 1812 he served as a Major General in command of a newly established
military district in Maine. He also became deeply involved in politics as an
adherent of the emerging Democratic Party. He was an early advocate of
seperate statehood for Maine, which was then a part of Massachusetts, was
instrumental in the formation and adoption of the state constitution, and was
elected the first governor of the new state in 1820. From 1829 to 1834 he
was Collector of Customs at Bath.
Unfortunately, the close of his life was marred by financial reverses and
domestic problems. In addition, his mind as well as his body failed him in
the end. He died June 17, 1852, receiving full military, Masonic and civil
honors at his funeral.
Governor King's principal residence in Bath was a large house on Front
Street, on the site of the present Custom House, which he occupied from the
time of his arrival in the city. In addition, he maintained a home in Kingfield which he built during the 1820's and from which he managed his extensive
holdings in the area.
Between 1809 and 1813 he acquired a property of about 100 acres in
separate purchases from John Peterson and John Tarp on the Whiskeag Road about
two miles north of the center of Bath. On this land, which contained an
orchard of 500 trees, he replaced an earlier frame farm house with the present
substantial stone structure of c.1812. He maintained the property as a commercia]
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farm, shipping some of the produce in his own vessels until 1821 when the
farm was leased to Nathan Lovel. At the time of King's death it was sold to
B. F. and J. A. Emory, who occupied it for many years.
As one of the earliest examples of Gothic Revival architecture in New
England and as the creation of the "Father of Maine Statehood", the William
King House is a structure! of unique importance.

