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With the rise of free public education in the early nineteenth century,
the one room schoolhouse became a salient feature of the rural American landscape.
The Louis I. Bussey Schoolhouse in Dixmont, Maine, is a building which has its
very basis in the public education movement of that time. Built circa 1808 as a
small clapboarded, one story, gable roofed structure, this schoolhouse was
remodeled, twenty-eight years later in the Greek Revival style, a prevalent
motif of the time.

Bilateral symmetry, a portico across the entire front, a roof of moderate
pitch, trabeated doors and windows, lack of external ornament on small buildings,
and wooden structures invariably painted white, are the hallmarks of the Greek
Revival tradition. The Bussey Schoolhouse exemplifies each of these characteristics.

A temple-like open portico was added in 1836 by extending the triangular
portion of the northerly facing gable facade. This is supported in the center and
at each end by simple posts. Pilasters at each front corner of the actual structure
seem to support the portico where they join together. Two large doorspunctuate
the front facade, emphasizing the buildings symmetrical shape. Each door is
framed by five small panes of glass on either side, plus a simple architrave.

Each side of the building is divided into three bays of windows. A small chimney
straddles the roof ridge at the southern end.

Rather than carrying the cornice molding completely around the building and
thereby creating a large pediment on the gable sides as was typical in Greek
Revival architecture the boxed cornice is brought only slightly around the corners
before returning up the slope of the- gable. -Still, the Greek Revival intent is
apparent. Since this style of architecture often denoted grandeur, liberalism, and
a growing awareness of democratic heritage, these Greek Revial gestures may have
derived from the community's desire to proclaim a degree of prosperity that it
had achieved.

As a predecessor of present—--day public schools, and as an example of popular
architectureal motif af the nineteenth century, the Louis I. Bussey Schoolhouse
remains today as an important transitional link in the evolution of New England
educational architecture.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The present town of Dixmont was originally one of the five townships
granted by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts in 1794, to the trustees of
Bowdoin College for the support of that institution. After receiving the
deed, the trustees in due time sold the major portion of what was then called
Collegetown to Dr. Elijah Dix of Boston for $21,431, the conveyance being
dated July 12, 1801.

Some settlement had already begun and the town grew rapidly taking the
name Dixmont in honor of the proprietor and by virtue of the hilly terrain
in the vicinity. Dr. Dix took great interest in the development of the
town, making frequent trips from Boston to Dixmont in his two wheeled
chaise, an arduous journey indeed. It was while on such a visit in 1809
that he was taken sick and died, his remains being interred in the town
cemetery with an appropriately marked tombstone.

Such was his concern with the welfare of the town, that in 1808 he
contributed a sum of money to' the town for the ereé¢tion of five schoolhouses,
the one at Dixmont Corner, District # 2 belng the sole survivor.
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:0f interest, as a sidelight is the fact that Dr. Dix married Dorothy
Lynde and sired a large family. One of his sons, Joseph, was the father of
Dorothea Lynde Dix, the noted reformer and pioneer in the humanitarian
treatment of the mentally ill.

The Louis I. Bussey School, which was so named for a later community
benefactor, is now a social center owned by the Dixmont Ladies Club. It
stands as a reminder of the paternal concern of Dr. Dix, a land proprietor
of unusual vision for his time.
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