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The Eureka Lock and Lock Tender's House comprise one acre of state owned 
land. The lock, built in 1876, originally had a wood foundation on wooden pi 
lings as a base. The side walls were built of stone but were replaced with 
walls of concrete in 1941. The lock gates and sills leak and are in need of 
repair. The overall length of the lock is 200.2*; the width is 35.0*. The 
water depth of the canal is about 6 1 . The present water level of the canal is 
749.5' M.S.L. above the lock and 746.8' M.S.L. below the lock.

Situated on the north bank of the canal between the two gates is the lock 
^tender's house, built two years after the lock and canal. A two-story frame 
building, it has a gable roof with a central gabled roof dormer on the south 
end. A one-story enclosed shed-roofed porch runs across the entire length of 

- the main facade. z)0n the north end of the building.is a one-story frame addition
with a shed roof. A new foundation was put under the house in 1923. There are 

V'also two small frame outbuildings, a well house and garage, near the house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Eureka lock was significant in the overall development of the 
historic Fox^Wisconsin waterway system. Today, this is the only operable 
lock between the cities of Portage and Oshkosh.1

When the lock and canal were completed in 1876 by the Army Corps of 
Engineers under the general supervision of Colonel D. C. Houston, the 
village of Eureka, founded in 1850, was already a bustling river port 
that not only supported a grist and saw mill and several stores, but 
also had a small but active steamboat building industry as well. With 
the addition of the lock and canal, Eureka became even busier as an al 
most daily flow of commercial and pleasure craft plied the waters be 
tween Oshkosh and Berlin.

After World War I, however, Eureka's commercial activity went into 
a steady decline. In his official report, Major H. B. Ferguson of the 
Corps of Engineers provided some interesting facts regarding overall 
commerce on the Fox for the year ending 1915: Eureka had an impressive 
record of 1,414 lockages that ranked second only to the Ft. Winnebago 
lock at Portage which had 1,666.3 But by the end of 1920 the amount 
of freight locked through was notably less; it was becoming apparent 
that the heyday of commercial steamboat and barge traffic on the Upper 
Fox was drawing to a close. Commercial activity declined, the Major 
wrote, mainly because "All cities on the upper river have rail connection 
and practically all farm products and coal move by rail in preference to 
water. As the upper river is generally narrow, barge traffic is subject 
to heavy "drag" of the bottom in case any attempt at speed is made and 
resulting delays materially increase the cost of boat haul/* In 1951, 
the upper Fox was closed to navigation.

The future of the Eureka lock appeared uncertain until members of the 
Berlin Boat Club took an active interest in its preservation in 1958. Its 
use today is confined exclusively to pleasure craft.

1. Robert E. Card and Elaine Reetz, The Trail of the Serpent: The Fox River 
Valley. Wisconsin House Ltd., (Madison, Wis; 1973), p. 119.

2. Ibid. >P .118.
3 & 4. Major H.B. Ferguson, "Report on the Re-examination of the Fox River," 

House Documents, 67th Congress, 2nd Session, Vol. 17, Serial # 
8005,(Washington, D.C.: December 5, 1921-September 22, 1922), 
pp. 21, 41 & 45.
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