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——————————DESCR | BE THE pRESENT AN D ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Probably built in the early 1870*s, this is a typical example of the 
nineteenth century vernacular architecture in the Midwest. It is two 
stories high, cube-shaped, with an open porch across the front, and 
harmoniously proportioned. Except for the rock-faced stone foundation, 
it is a frame construction and the exterior is faced with narrow clapboards. 
A bracketed hipped roof with a central chimney covers the cube-shaped part 
of the house.

A north wing displays some different stylistic characteristics and may not 
be original, although it is by no means recent. It is two stories high, 
but the shape and size of the windows differ from story to story. The single 
first floor window is narrow and pointed, and the two second story (Windows 
are small and cube-shaped. The roof of the wing is a moderately pitched 
gable with brackets below the eaves exactly matching those of the main roof. 
A small enclosed porch on the south side has a lean-to-like appearance. 
This appears to be an addition to the original house of uncertain dating 
but not recent. The front porch, with its ornately bracketed columns, was 
added around 1914 in Janet Jennings 1 late years. The entire composition is 
very geometric and even window moldings and the brackets have a sharp-edge 
characteristic.

Early in the 1900 f s the Jennings tract was subdivided into lots and the 
house was moved to a city lot approximately 400 feet west of its original 
location and turned 90° so that it faces west rather than north. This 
served to clear the Jennings tract for platting and had no significant 
tffect upon the house.
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Although she was instrumental, along with Clara Barton and others, in advancing military 
nursing and, as well, had a long, distinguished career in journalism, Janet Jennings 
(nee Jane Jennings) was little known in her home town until long after her death. This 
was due in part to her being away from Monroe much of the time and in part because 
she shunned publicity. Nevertheless she was an important Wisconsin woman and one of 
Monroe 1 s most historically significant persons. During the Civil War Centennial she 
was the subject of a series of articles ±1 the Honroe Evening Times which for the first 
time emphasized her true significance. In 1872 she purchased the house in Monroe for 
any members of her family who wished to live in it, and throughout her long career she 
herself lived and worked there on numerous occasions, especially from the end of the 
Spanish-American War until near the time of her death. It is the structure with which 
she is most closely associated and was approved for designation as a Wisconsin Registered 
Landmark in 1971.

Janet Jennings 1 dual careers in nursing and journalism began in the hospital tents of 
Armory Square in Washington in 1863 when she went there to care for her brother Dudley, 
who had been wounded at Chancellorsville. Although she was below the minimum age for 
army nurses, she succeeded in being accepted for duty and was very soon in charge of a 
unit of several hospital tents. There she met and worked with Clara Barton, who was to 
be a lifelong friend and associate. After her brother's release in mid-1864, Janet 
continued at Armory Square until hospital tents were no longer needed. Exhausted from 
overwork, she rested brifefly, then began working for the Treasury Department, but she 
was unable to continue for long and returned to Monroe. While regaining her health there, 
she began to write, and during the years that followed was a correspondent for the Janes- 
ville (Wisconsin) Gazette, Milwaukee Sentinel, Chicago Tribune, Chicago Inter Ocean, and 
four eastern papers, the Boston Transcript, Springfield Republican. New York Tribune, 
and New York Independent. She wrote for the latter two for many years and was still 
writing for the Independent when she incurred her terminal illness in 1915. Much of 
her early writing was on Civil War personalities, but she also wrote of the Washington 
scene, fashions, social events and manners, education, and prominent figures of the day. 
She traveled extensively while continuing her columns for the New York papers. One of 
her articles in the Tribune was devoted to education in Hawaii. For the World Columbian 
Exposition of 1893 in Chicago, a selection of nine articles from Janet Jennings 1 columns 
was compiled and published as Pen Sketches in Journalism.

When the Spanish-American War began, Janet was 58 and an established journalist, but nurse 
were needed for the army and she volunteered for Red Cross duty. She was assigned to a 
medical unit and sent to Cuba where, working with her longtime friend Clara Barton, she
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organized the nursing care in a hospital in Santiago. When she came back from 
Cuba on the Seneca, a ship returning convalescent soldiers to the states, she 
gave extraordinary care to her patients and in one case, although the only female 
nurse aboard ship, she insisted on giving up her own cabin to a soldier who had 
to undergo surgery at sea. At the end of the voyage, the men aboard presented 
her with a scroll naming her "Angel of the Seneca," the greatest honor they could 
muster for her.

Returning to Monroe once more, Janet resumed her writing for both New York papers. 
In 1909 and 1910 she also wrote two small books, Abraham Lincoln, the Great Emanci­ 
pator, and The Blue and the Gray. In addition she became actively interested in 
Monroe 1 s civic affairs and served on the school board. After suffering a stroke 
in mid-1915, she was eventually taken to her sister 1 s home in Washington, D. C., 
where she died on December 31, 1917 at the age of 78. She is buried in Monroe. 
Except for her name, her gravestone reads only, "Contract Nurse, TJ. S, Army."
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