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The Frank L. Chenoweth house was completed in 1889 and still retains essentially 
the same form. The only modification to the exterior is the substitution of flat 
lintels for the original window arches in some of the windows, due to structural 
imperfections in those arches. The exterior of the building has been carefully 
maintained throughout the life of the building.

The house is a two-and-one-half story wood frame structure surfaced with brick 
veneer through the second story. Above the brickwork is a continuous decorative 
wood frieze which is capped by numerous steeply sloped roofs and decorative 
gables. On the north is a two story bay with bracketed overhanging pediment 
and a similar but medieval treatment is given the gable above the two story bay 
at the west side. At the northwest corner of the house stands an octagonal 
tower with an open third story and a dormered spire. Above the center of the 
building rises a lantern with a hipped roof. On the east side, a crowned 
chimney rises over the roof.

The complex massing of the Queen Anne style is heightened by a veranda which 
wraps around the house at the base of the tower and ends at a pediment over 
the entrance. A similar veranda serves a rear door and continues the lines of 
the first.

While several minor changes in the floor plan have been made over the life of 
the building, the interior of the house is being restored to its original con­ 
figuration by its present owners. The interior remains in excellent condition 
and is richly detailed." Thfe main rooms bn the first floor have cornices molded 
into floral designs and the third floor has a large ballroom-studio which is 
well lit by the large wiiridows! of the lantern.

At the southeast rear portion of the property is a coach house which is nearly 
octagonal in form. While the original turntable floor was replaced with con­ 
crete to accommodate automobiles, the exterior retains its original appearance 
with its two "bull's-eye" windows and its broad, gabled roof.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

With its irregularity of massing and its variety of surface textures, the Chenoweth 
house is one of the finest designs in the vernacular Queen Anne style in Wisconsin.

Many factors are present which reflect the style. The steeply pitched gabled roofs 
with their many intersections have a variety of surface treatments in their gables 
such as the typically Queen Anne "sunrise" designs which appear frequently on the 
pediments. The polygonal bay windows, typical of this style, are capped with 
rectangular bays. The tower is an example of Queen Anne styling with its frequent 
openings, its lofty spire, and its variety of surface treatments and decorative 
elements.

Overall, the many and varied decorative elements are simple in effect and rather 
small in scale, in keeping with the Queen Anne tradition. This is evident in the 
veranda with its wide arched spandrels with incised carving under spindled soffits, 
its denticulated cornice, and its decorative balustrade. Further evidence of the 
variety and subtlety of decoration may be found in the classical articulated cornices, 
the stained glass borders of many of the windows, the decorative frieze, the dentils 
at the roof lines df the tower and-the lantern, the corbelled chimney, the recticula- 
tion in the top of the west gable, and the latticework in the open tower.

Presently, the house remains in excellent condition and still retains the olive 
green color of the exterior woodwork which, along with the red brick, were favorite 
colors of the Queen Anne designers.

Frank L. Chenoweth was the son of Benjamin Chenoweth, a pioneer merchant in Monroe, 
Wisconsin and a wealthy town benefactor. Frank Chenoweth became quite wealthy in 
his own right as a town merchant. As a result, no expense was spared in the con­ 
struction of his new home which was to become one of the most prominent social 
gathering locations in Monroe.
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