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Tne Day-Taylor Housc at 21 Vethersficzld Avenue in "artporé, Connecticut
5 in the center cf the Colt architectural legacy which zraces hoth sides
I ethersfield Avenue fcr a distance of two blocks. It is directly across
hﬂ streect from Sanuel Colt's own mansion, Armsnear, a lational Historic
andmark. flso across Vethersfield iAvenue is Colt Park, orce the estate
srounds for Armsmear.,

typical of theg Italian Villa style of mid-19th century architecture,
the red brick bu¢¢a1n~ has an asymmetrical fazcade whose elements are massed
rcund a central focal point, the 3racuvubu, Il

e fuil three stories in the flcnt, the buildin~
arched windows at everv lev el and a tric of ta
windows in the cuvpcla, which rises cne story hi-

d

p“aya floor-to=-ceiling
very narrcw arched
er., The trackets adorning
meate, The three-part
5 suprcrted by elaberate
ont steps are built of
N :
e

9
e
at-rcofed cupcla, Dising
ai

11
“h
the low-pitched rcof and cupgcla are particular
veranda fclliowinz the masses ¢l the front facade
Corintnian columo. “he foundaticn and genercus f
nassive bfuwnsuone tlocks. The unusual cast-iron
and seccnd flcor windcws are 1izht and lacy in app
nassiveness ¢f the ircn work.

A
J

T th irst
rance despilte the

“he south side of the hcouse shows the addition of a side door and
porcen whose Lrackets and Ionic columns are scmewhat simpler than these of
the front facade., Like the large tay windcows added to the dining room on
the first Ifloor and at the seccnd floor towards the back, this nineteenth
cericury aadicion 1is taaup¢ULl) integrated intc the c¢riginal style of the
acuse. The second flcor back U“teru¢0q, acded cver a genercus back porch,
is alsc vlSlL'e, gidec in V erracnt slate,  Also apparent cn this facade is
che break between the Ifrcnt anc back porticns of the third floor, divided
whore the bulliding riscs only twe stories in its center section,

In the rear we sce all of !rs. unsill's addition, extending acrcss
the rear of the house and incorpcrating a very large porch under most of it
at the first floor level. Risinz three stories, the addition inciudes a
stairway at the northwest norr;er‘of the tuilding, which enabled the servants
te Leach their quarters cn the third Ilcoov.

On this side we see an orizinal bar window in the first floor center
secticn of the Housv, cnce the litr rv. Arched half-windows characterize

the third floor front section and arched crennelations in the brickwork top
Qil the two-story central section., On this side & fire escape has becen
dded uncitrusively at cne of the inner corners. ’

my

Lne {ront facade has remained unchansed since its construction, A4
tack extension three stories high, well intezrated intc the original
structure, was added by Tary . Tunsill, whc owned and resided in the
puilding frem 1879 to 1593, Except fcr d?tpTlO*gtlon ci some Qeta@ls,.whlch
can be repaired, fhc exterior has suffered no m¢teyaulop or @cgern;zgthn
since .rs. .unsil add d the rear extensicn. The interior of the kUlelnv

has been substa nulaTLy bLPleOd cf its fine details and cannct be [feasibly
restored to the criginal.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

“uilt in 1¢57, the same year as Samuel Colt's mansion Armsmear,
across e street, the house is one of the purest examples in Connecticut
of the vigerous Italian Villa style of architecture. ‘hile the name
of the architect has not yet been uncovered, the building is very
similar in feelinz to the villas of Henry Austin, two of which have been
restcred in New Haven's Vooster Squre, and cne of which is a museum in
Portlana, laine. ''he house is characterized by cast-ircn lintels and
balconies, the arched windcws, and the genercus verandas characteristic
of the style.

ct
RN

6l Vethersfield Avenue has a distinguished nlstury as a residence of
proninent Hartford families, The house was built in 1357 by Hirim Pissell,
an established Hartford builder who also built the State Capitol and
the lemorial Arch in Zushnell Park. The first owner and householder was
Albert F. Day, a descendant of Hobert Day, one of the cclonial proprietors
of lartferd. Day was prominent in the dry gcodo business and was a partner
in several enterprises which bore his name. TIrom 1307 to 1573 Dav's
father, Alvert Day, a former lieutenant governcr of COnneCulCUu, owned
and lived in the house. In 1579 the house passeq intc the hands o¢f Tary J.
Junsiil, a daughter of Gail Borden of the Borden Hlk Company. She and
her hustand Ilived in the hcuse until 1693. 1In that year, &dwin Pemberton
Tay¢oL, pLeolu ent of the Taylor Lumber Company, purchased the hcouse where
he and his family lived fcr 35 years. In 1920 the house was bought by
the rraternal Order of Lagles who used it as a club and headquarters. In
1974 it was bought by the Hartford Zedevelopment Agency.

A substantial nascnry and timter building, the house has no serious
structural defects. It is large (5,242 square feet), light and airy, and
would lend itself to office, commercial or residential use, any of which
might be suitable on this site. The thrbe interior stairways and central
hallway lenc themselves to dividing of the buildinz along the lines of

-

its orizinal floor plan,
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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