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The : . iddletown South Creen Historic "Oir.tri^ 4- encompasses an-nroxima tel y 
three blocks borderirr" on and near horseshoe-shaned TT nion "^ar-r. Tocated 
immediately Southeast of the central business district, it is aliened on 
an approximate north-south axis. Thirty-one buildings ore included 
in the boundaries of the district and are primarily residential, although 
there are tv/o churches, two parish houses, a syna.^o^ue, two funeral homes,

iwo fraternal orders and several old homes now used for 
professional offices. kith the exception of a. few eighteenth and twentieth 
century structures, the district is representative of l°th century styles 
typically found in a mid-sized industrial and commercial town. •

Jnion Park, around, which the district is located, is a lar-e, '-rassy onen 
space with sparsely scattered trees. A la.r~e part of the district surround: 
Union Park on tv/o sides creatinr two distinctive streetscapes which ioin 
at the south end of the Tar 1 : and continues south alorr" South ain Street, 
Compatible historical, streetscapes arc also located on Crescent Street, 
which parallels Pleasant Street.

The east boundary of the district follows the east side of Crescent 
Street where the 'iddlesex ernorial 'lospital is located. nhe hospital 
complex forms a definite visual barrier to the continuity of the district. 
An area of fa.lrly "n odern a.rid rn uch altered older buildings forms the south 
boundary immediately south of ''•-'• Crescent and • -'! South "ain Street. '""he 
back lot lines of "the houses on South "ain '"treet form nart of the v.restern 
boundary, seoaratinm the district fro™ a residential area of recent date, 
This bound airy crosses Church Street to include the buildings to the west, 
'''ho South Creep, between road, and a.i.n Streets further west a,re buildings o 
residential and commercial use which a,rc a rart of the central business 
district a.pa of a very different, charn.cter. "'he northern boundar^ then 
follov/s . ain Street and ' ain Street extension, ser*arafin ; ' the district 
frorr a "'rou~n of structures which are e'ther more modern buildings or much 
altered old. ones, also o" a mixed residential and commercial nature.

v'hroupTiout the district there arc structures of varyinr-' visual and 
architectural duality. In the chart v/hick follows all structures in the 
district have been cafemora aoS as 'br:' fical," "contributory," or "not 
essential," to the maintenance of visual continuity. "hose that are 
"critical" include buildings of exceptional architectural integrity, 
as the Joscroh .-lock.v/ell "Souso, /21 ' Inasant St., the ;ather r"ou r"las - :

South ain and Church and /: 55 Crescent Street, 
".rueturcs are those tkat have keen v?.ltered in such a 
)-n ••-•.-R o'<"i-"i^a.l aesi"n charac t.eristi.cs of the buildin r". 
n.ldirr's provide a cohesiyenesr to the district, however, 
-,n -pHpr.'.::! imrression of a l°th centur.v neighborhood and

"Con t r i bu. to ry " 

"C o nt r ibu t o ry"

the "critical." hi-"hli' 
'for''•••' build !r/'s a.re ,'S 1/ 
and. S?7 Pleasant Strer 

relate visually or r.

• n n
•\ q Qf the district. A
"ou.th ain "freef, -! : 2 n
t '' o n - e s s e n ~ ! " i al bu 5.1 d i n "~s are
w '' i r> t i c a 1 1 "•• r t o t h e n i s, t r i. c t. a s
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In sir—ary, this is an urban environment v/hich maintains both a lar^e 
onen space and. historical streetscapes. The integrity of its 19th 
century residential character makes Connecticut a valuable resource to
the City of Hiddletown.

Obvious
Relat. to Incompatible 

Address Year Suilt Description Dist. Char. ypdificalions

L^ Church St., !8QO's Queen Anne with critical 
Doolittle's Funeral hexagonal turret 
Home

rethodist Parish IBRD's Second 
TI ouse, Church St.

critical

e t h o d i s t C h u r c h Gothic Revival critical

Syna-o-ue, Church St. mid-20tb "rick, blocklike non-essential
century structure v/ith low . _,

dome i .,-. ~, ( C - I 1}

""ather Douglas 
House, 38 South 
"."ain St.

20 South '."ain

South ; ain

1811-13 federal styl© with critical 
G rife k R e v i v a 1 
e rnb e 11 i s hm en t s

1880-90 Italianate

'.tallanate v/ith 
belvedere

critical

contributory

1BPO-90 Italianate v/ith critical

insi^nifi can

belvedere

2nd floor 
modern, 
window

Asbestos 
s i d i n ̂  an d 
modern 
window 
frames

asbestos 
s i d i n f-

3 South, ""ain

6l South ""ain

lp.p.n-9D Italianate v/ith critical 
v/rou^ht iron rorch

Italianate contributory

3 ca

asbestos 
si,din^ and 
modern 
window
frames
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Dist. Char

UDVIOUS 
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"odifications

4*0 South Main

36 South Pain 
Tichael's Beauty 
Salon

32 South "ain

2 South '"'ain
D ' An-^elo ' s Funeral
Home

3 Pleasant St.

7 Pleasant St. 

1 Pleasant St.

9 .% 17 Pleasant St.

outh Congregational 
Church, Pleasant St.

7-83 Main St. Ext.

>7 Crescent St. 

5 Crescent St.

1890-1900 Plain, multi- contributory asbestos sidin.* 
gabled ramblin r~ 
house

1790-1800 3 bay, 5 course contributory modern awnings 
brick band, box and si^ns 
cornice, p-able 
roof

1890-1900 Double bay contributory aluminum sidin 
pro;i ections, 
pediment dormers, 
lar^e porch

Early 1900's 5 bay, rambrel contributory 
roof house with 
Seor-^ian 
svm.metrv

1870-80

I P70-PO 

1750

1870-80

1868

1870-80

1RBO-90

Second, Empire, critical 
bricV

Second ETir»ire critical

insignificant 

asbestos sidin-

5 bay, double over­ 
hang, " Colonial ' critical insignificant 
Georgian

Second Empire critical 
double house

Gothic Revival 
with spire critical

Second Empire critical
apartment
house 
Ttalianate critical

Italianate, critical 
3 story brick 
with be1vedere

insignificant

insignificant 

insignificant

modern doors 

insignificant
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Crescent St. 

Crescent St.

Crescent St.

1880-90 Ttalianate with 
mansard, roof

1890-1900 2 story, 3 bay 
with rrable 
front, side bay 
pro.i ection

1880-1890 Gingerbread, 
stick style 
Victorian

critical

contributory

critical

* 29 Crescent 18?0-1880 Lar^e scale. contributory
t.

15 Crescent St. 1370-1880

Second.

11 Crescent St.

^ Crescent St. 

8 Crescent St.

1900

1880-1890 

1880-1890

Queen Anne, stick contributory 
style v/ith bar-e 
board and turret

Lar :'~e ramblin-, contributory 
rrmlti- rrable house

Queen Anne critical

Victorian Stick critical 
Stvle

insi~nificanl

aluminum 
siding

Crescent St. 1890-1900 Very plain Gothic contributory asbestos

modern 
window 
frames

aluminum 
s i d i n "• , 
modern 
addition

modern porch 
aluminum

Asbestos 
sidinm

sidinm 

insi^nif lean
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iddl^town South f-reen and surroundin-- streetscares are hein.^ 
nated to the Rational ^eH.ster of historic Places because: n vhe area 
' J -i-ni "icant visual focal po5nt which clearly defines the south end 
iddleto-n ; s 'oc-Trmercial business district, 2) ' n he area contains a 1 ar-e 
er of ^ela-'-jvelv unaltered structures that represent hi^h styles o f 

th-M- were -^opular at the tl~e "iddletov/n e^er^ed .into a
TRnu-racturin- center, 3) >'a>en together, the buildings,

; 0 ut- Creen and thei- relative settin-- survive in a state of nearly 
lot"'historical inte^ritv that maintains the scale and character that 
Boated'"a-" the area was ori'-inallv developed. The orientation of 
e"seale structures^around a definite open space provides a distinctive 
a/'unit that is unique in the City of iddletown.

. thp ,-reen serve a v/ide variety of purposes v/hich 
^or 'business or reli'-ious purposes, but also rany 

- -f-o en^o^^ the sauare ̂ as a lovelv open srace. "ost important, 
Vr- the architectural styles to be found alon- the -reen,_for 

they span a^eriod of 250 years, and, so, are of historical sirniiicance 
to " idd.letov;n.
:M,O ejo-M-e-th cpntnr-v buildin-s are airion-- the oldest surviving structures 
^ thp VownV " Compared to the nineteenth century residences, which are^ 
-uch i'ar-er and much more ornate, they reflect by contrast an increases 
'ci-F-^hienco ^nd an evolution in architectural taste. ^he nesi-n of tne 
nineteen^" century churches nortray stylistic preferences, hut they also 
provide' insight into the social priorities of the fmes.

•- 0 tvin-p-V'iQij--I ^s-'^an tan°'elo house v/h.i oh co^^a.nd*
• ^ or.^^ ^j ie Pion" 'the ••-reen. rT1 he house was built between 1-11 
n;; Jl .^n^o°"-r,'tv,e>-' 'a wealthv ^iddletown business-an. T n the late 
^^^''^^aa^bou-M- the house which was then bein- leased to the 
,n'^e^p]e ': ;e^ina>-^. T.)ou -las r^ade his fortune by inventing ano 
'. L 'o ro^oi-in^ 'standin•- PU-P. i\ prorrdnent abolitionist, he was also 

involved in Connecticut'politics, first as ^ayor of 'iddletown fror.
^ then as lieutenant .-overnor of the state in l-,6l-1^2. A. ato
of
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Leo B. Santan-elo, ::ayor of viddletown, froro 1931*- to 193* also lived in 
house while in office.

Todav the rather-Dou-las-Santaa-elo house serves as the ipeetin- place for 
the Maternal Order of Carles. Other buildings alon- Union Square are 
used" for a wide variety of purposes, for there are churches, a synaro-ue, 
a funeral home, several residences and a r!-CA.

however, the South Green is not only of architectural interesl, for
. . w n o v \., j_ , \j- t . ,-, _, , /-,/>mmninT+'\.r In T. n P

.
the townspeople to observe and enjoy their heritage.
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LEGEND

1. Middlesex Theater and corresponding buildings

2. Odd Fellows Building

3. Intravia Building (Gutted by fire)

4. Not to be acquired (Smith & Bishel)

5. Not to be acquired (Mansfield House)

6. Not to be acquired (Baptist Church)

7. Two store dwelling (scheduled for demolition)

8. Two family dwelling (to be acquired)

9. Mansion House

10. Warehouse

11. Shapiro Building - Mansion House

12.a Saraceno Building - Mansion House

12.b Saraceno Building - Insignificant

13.a Zibulsky - Federal Style Building

13.b Pelton Building - Insignificant

14. Schmidt Building (scheduled for demolition)

15. Hall's Diner (scheduled for demolition)

16. Milardo Oldsmobile Building (scheduled for demolition)

17. Not to be acquired (State Armory)


