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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The date when Howell Edmund Jackson began his home is not documented. 
However, in Mrs. James E.Caldwell's book, Historical and Beautiful Country 
Homes Near Nashville, Tennessee, she states that the brick construction was 
completed in 1886. It remained within the Jackson family until 19hh when 
Mrs. Foskette Voss Brown purchased it and began alterations in the home.

The three story house, built of red, hand polished brick made on the place, 
with a foundation of native limestone, is of Victorian style with a high 
Vermont slate-covered Mansard roof. Pure white trimmings gleam from its 
numerous gables through luxurious foliage. A handsome stone fence stands 
as it did in the I880 f s. Drives on each side approach the front of the 
mansion in semicircles.

The house contains nine rooms downstairs. The original area between the 
dining room and the kitchen was filled in and three bathrooms have recently 
been added. The second level contains eleven rooms and the third floor 
contains a ballroom, three storage areas, and a widow's walk. The house 
also contains a full basement which has a bathroom and a storage room.

The original structure has floors of red cedar and doors and woodwork of 
yellow poplar. The doors and woodwork were of a dark stain until I.9hk9 
when Mrs. Brown replaced some of the fireplace mantels with marble ones and 
painted the others white. White wainscoating and ceiling woodwork were 
also added by Mrs. Brown in 19UU. The outside of the home was altered in 
that Mrs. Brown had much of the ironwork removed from the roof. She is now 
in the process of restoring the back porch.

One outstanding feature of the house is the sliding door system going into 
and connecting the two parlors. One of these doors is eight feet long. 
Also, the newell post is of a very elegant design. The arched windows were 
covered with louvered shades.

The only original outbuildings still existing are the brick smokehouse and 
the stone milkhouse. There had been a greenhouse, but it has been 
destroyed. The smokehouse is now being used for storage and the milkhouse
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

West Meade, named because it was the Western portion of Belle Meade 
Plantation, was the home of Justice Howell Edmund Jackson and his wife, 
Mary Elizabeth Harding. Howell E. Jackson was a~ United States 
Senator and a Supreme Court Justice during the administration of Grover 
Cleveland. Presidents Grover Cleveland, Theodore Roosevelt, and William 
Howard Taft visited in the home.

General W. G. Harding, who had inherited Belle Meade, gave 2,600 acres 
to his daughter, Mary Elizabeth, in i860. Jackson built West Meade on 
this tract of land. The traditions of Belle Meade were continued at 
West Meade, including the retention of Belle Meade f s interest in 
thoroughbreds.

In 19l4i, 1,75>0 acres of the tract were placed under three trustees, 
Harding A. Jackson, Will McAlister, and Dr. M. G. Buckner and formed the 
West Meade Farms Inc. This property was developed, and is today one of 
Nashville's finest residential areas. Five hundred acres were given for 
the creation of Percy Warner Park, and fifty acres were sold to 
Mrs. Foskette Voss Brown.

On being a part of Belle Meade, which in 190U was America 1 s oldest and 
largest thoroughbred farm, West Meade has significance in this area. 
It is also important because of its association with an important politi­ 
cal figure, Howell E. Jackson. Its most important area of significance, 
however, is probably in the field of architecture, since it is one of 
the finest remaining examples of the elaborate Victorian mansions built 
in Nashville during the last part of the nineteenth century.
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