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CONDITION
Excellent Good
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE ~ ~—————————————————————'

The Nicking House is a one and one-half story sand stone building 
with tin roof, brick gable end interior chimneys (probably rebuilt) 
and a stucco covered rear lean to wing (a later addition). Its 
profile is almost that of a salt box, however the general appearance 
of the structure js_Jhat of the Greek RevivaVstripped down." The 
ridge pole is^garraVl^to the street. All openings are symmetrically 
arranged with five Imall windows on the front side of the upper 
level and four larger ones flanking the central doorway below. Lintels 
and sills are dressed limestone. Louvered shutters on the lower 
windows are probably not original but were certainly added not later 
than 1900. The cornice eaves on the front of the building make 
brief returns.

The interior of the building is composed of small equally distributed 
rooms with all original woodwork still visible;
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The property on which the house stands was deeded by the state to 
Henry Albright in September 1847. Henry C. Nicking, a local barber, 
built the present home in 1854vfaccording to Nicking's granddaughter 
It is one of the oldest surviving houses in Iowa City, and one of 
the few sandstone houses still extant.
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Keyes, Margaret N., Nineteenth Century Home Architecture of Iowa
City (Iowa City s 1966), pp. 18-20.

Kennedy, John (comp.), Iowa City Directory and Advertiser for 
1857 (Iowa City, 1857), page 20.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
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Item # 8 Continued.
Nicking House, Iowa City, Iowa

The Nicking House is one of only three extant sandstone houses 
in Iowa City. A 1959 survey of indigenous sandstone buildings 
conducted by Margaret N. Keyes uncovered six such structures. 
It is thought that there were in the 1850's several more, but all 
have been razed or obscured by siding materials such as clapboard, 
shingles or stucco. The three remaining sandstone structures are 
in good condition and demonstrate well a midwestern interpretation 
of "remembered" eastern U.S. building trends and styles. This/ 
particular example represents the one-and one-half story saltM>ox 
type. The others represent the one-story and two-story styles.
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