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The Homestead is a 2-story, 30 ft. square log saltbox built in 
1886. The logs were felled, barked, and adzed by the owner with
the assistance of Jim Goodwin. It is believed to be the oldest 
house in Flagstaff. The white clapboard over the logs was added 
by McMillan in 1888 when he married.

After McMillan 1 s death, the house deteriorated until it was purchased 
and restored in 1927 by Dr. Harold S. Colton. The two straddle 
ridge chimneys for the living and dining room fireplaces remain, 
but the chimney for the kitchen stove has been removed. The 
shingle roof has been replaced.

Both the upstairs and downstairs front porches are supported by 
6 turned posts. The decorative railing on the upstairs porch 
has been retained,but its height has been doubled.

The downstairs porch railing has been replaced by stone. The 
original upstairs front door remains. It has two wood panels 
below and two arched glass panels above. The first floor door, 
however, has been replaced by one with three vertical panels 
topped by 6 square panes.

The 1927 restoration added shutters to all the windows. An 
upstairs storage room window, which had been sealed, has been 
restored. A window in the den on the first floor has been 
converted to a french door.

In the rear of the second floor, a shed dormer has been added 
to accommodate the bathrooms.

The house was restored again in 1956 by the Museum of Northern 
Arizona, which now owns it.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Homestead is an attractive 2-story, log saltbox covered with 
white clapboard and built in 1886 by prominent Flagstaff settler 
Thomas F. McMillan.

Thomas Forsythe McMillan (1832-1906) was a native of Mount 
Pleasant, Tennessee and a nephew of the wife of President James 
K. Polk.

As a young man, McMillan went to California to prospect for gold 
and then to Australia, where he raised sheep for a few years 
before returning to California.

In the 1870s he took up land in Flagstaff, becoming the first 
permanent settler in the area. On a homestead 3 miles north of 
Flagstaff, he engaged in sheep raising and had about 85 acres 
under cultivation. In 1888 McMillan married Katherine Donnelly 
Anderson, a widow in San Francisco who had a seven-year-old son. 
The McMillans had three children.

McMillan was a prominent local citizen who served as a member of 
the first Board of Supervisors of Coconino County in 1891 and for 
several terms thereafter. McMillan had been active in the move 
(1888-1891) to create Coconino County out of a portion of Yavapai 
County, which was too large to be easily administered.

Although Flagstaff was not incorporated until 1894, McMillan showed 
his faith in the town's future by building the Bank Hotel. The 
hotel was a terminal for the stage to Grand Canyon and the 
McMillan ranch, where the Homestead is located, was a watering 
place for the stage. The Homestead was acquired by Dr. Harold 
S. Colton in 1927 and was donated to the Museum of Northern 
Arizona in 1946.

Dr. Colton had been a professor of zoology in Pennsylvania but 
after several trips to Arizona decided to settle in Flagstaff 
in 1926. He had then already done considerable archaeological 
work in northern Arizona, and when the founding of a museum was
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suggested, he and his wife were among the most active supporters 
of the new enterprise. Dr. Colton served as director of the 
museum until he retired in 1958. The land on which the present 
museum stands was donated by Mrs. Colton and was once part of the 
McMillan Ranch. The McMillan Homestead was also donated to the 
museum by Mrs. Colton and serves as a residence for the director.
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