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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Kirkpatrick-Bradley Home is a two story frame structure, rectangular
in plan,with a hipped roof and four-end-exterior chimmeys.

The central bay of the facade features a two-story pedimented portico
and is faced with shiplapped wood while the remainder of the structure is
covered with clapboard. Slender colonettes support each level of the
portico. Balusters on the first floor level are simple and rounded while
on the second floor they are of the original jigsaw cut design. Ornaments
are within the colonettes of the second floor level. Colonettes at the
second floor level have small brackets from which spring decorative wooden
arches.

The four windows on the facade are symetrically placed and have simple
trim. The entrance centered on the portico consists of a single door with
a two lite transome above. Directly above this entrance is a double door
entrance which gives acess to the second floor of the portico, and is
flanked by side lites. A diamond shaped louvered vent is located in the
pediment.

A one-story L shaped wing extending from the rear was added in 1919,
and contains the kitchen and eating area. The interior of the house is
of the central hall plan with four rooms, each measuring 15' by 15', on
each floor. Stairs leading to the second floor have a flat jigsaw cut bal-
ustrade.

The exterior of the house is unchanged with exception of painting and
repairs while the interior has been remodeled. The floor plan remains
the same, but all but one of the original mantels have been removed, and
most of the rooms have been paneled. ) -
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Kirkpatrick-Bradley House is one of the two remaining structures
associated with the Highland Home College, a co-educational post bellum
institute of higher learning. The school is representative of the more
than 100 private and denominational high schools, academies, colleges and
institutes which were chartened between 1880 and 1900 to meet the
educational needs of the people.

The structure was built some time prior to 1870 by Col. M. L. Kirk-
patrick, who along with his brothers-in-law, Professor J. M. Barnes and
Professor Samuel Jordan, founded the Highland Home College.

Professor Barnes founded a school at Strata in Montgomery County
in 1856, but in 1881, the school was closed due to its unhealthy location.
Barnes then joined with his brothers-in-law in founding a school at
Highland Home. Originally called the Highland Home Institue, the name
was changed to the Highland Home Male and Female College in 1889, when the
three men petitioned the state legislature for a charter.

The school was co-educational and offered a B. S. or A. B. degree
under a four year program, but the majority of the students were there
only to earn a teacher's certificate and few ever graduated. The school,
like many of its kind, also offered courses of instruction to primary
and secondary students.

Kirkpatrick died in 1892, but the home, then occupied by his son,
Dr. A. B. Kirkpatrick, continued to be used as a dormitory for students
until the college was closed in 1916, because of financial difficulties.

The home is presently owned and occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Theron
Bradley.
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8. Significance - Addendum

The Kirkpatrick-Bradley House played a substantial role in the
history of the Highland Home Institute and is the only remaining
building associated with the early history of the school. It was
originally constructed as the private residence of Colonel M. L.
Kirkpatrick, who helped to found the Institute and was instrumental
in locating it in Highland Home.

When the Institute was opened Kirkpatrick, Jordan and Barnes
designated their own homes as the official dormitories of the
school and provided room, board and strict chaperoning for the
students. Many of the smaller schools of this era could not
afford the high cost of constructing dormitory space, and
frequently the homes of founders and principals were used to board
students, particularly girls whose parents were insistant on proper
chaperoning for their daughters.

In 1880 slightly over 50 per cent of the adult population of
Alabama was illiterate, the public school system was inadequately
organized and the shortage of qualified teachers was severe. The
University of Alabama and a few other state and denominational
colleges were beyond the popular reach and were thought of by the
majority of the people as existing for the benefit of the rich.

Between 1880 and 1900 more than 100 private and denominational
high schools, colleges and institutions were chartered by the state
legislature to meet the educational needs of the people. The
Highland Home Institute, the only institution of higher learning
to locate in Crenshaw county, was one of the better of these
schools, and primarily trained students to qualify for teachers’
certificates.

The Kirkpatrick Home is the oldest structure in Highland Home,
which prior to the locating of the college was a small farming
community. The college brought a measure of prosperity to the
area and the village grew to a year round population of 90 by 1910.
At present the unincorporated town contains about 200 residents.
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