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Preservation recommended

Located on the flat area below the present park visitor center, 
this orchard today consists of seven apricot trees, two pear 
trees and a peach tree. Although quite old, the trees still 
produce fruit.

The original size of the orchard is not known, but it was much 
larger than today and it had apple trees in addition to the ones 
enumerated above.

The aqueduct runs from the monument boundary and ends at the 
road a distance of about one mile, encircling the flat where 
the orchard is.

Originally the aqueduct was about two miles long and ran from 
a creek to the orchard area. Above the orchard the aqueduct 
formed a "Y" with one branch running to the orchard and the other 
to a reservoir that had been dug out as an ice-swimming-fishing 
pond. The aqueduct was a shallow open ditch and at the "Y" a 
board gate controlled the direction of the flow of water.

Today the aqueduct is plainly visible, although silted in nome- 
what. The remains of the board control gate can be seen. The 
reservoir, or pond, no longer exists.

Boundary: The only historic land intended to be embraced around 
the aqueduct is a swath extending four feet on each side from 
the center line of the aqueduct and running from where the aque­ 
duct enters Lehman Caves National Monument and terminating at 
the road at the orchard area, covering a distance of about one 
mile,

The State highway provides access to the park circles at Park 
headquarters a large green area roughly eliptical in shape. 
The boundary of the historic orchard is the inside curb of the 
road that encloses this eliptically shaped area.

Glass VT land: 9 acres

Cost estimate: park maintenance funding adequate
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Little is known about the history of the orchard or the aqueduct. 
Both, according to local legend, -were installed by Absalom S. 
Lehman, the effective discoverer of the cave that bears his name. 
Since he died in 1891, the orchard presumably is over 80 years old, 
A ring count in 1965 on an apple tree revealed the tree then to be 
over 75 years old,

Many of the trees were removed in 193** by CWA crews*

This is an arid area for man and to grow a decent orchard the 
aqueduct was needed to utilize what water was available. Today 
the orchard and the aqueduct illustrate the efforts of a man to 
grow fruit trees in an area where they do not grow naturally,

The Lehman Orchard and Aqueduct represent an early agricultural 
accomplishment, baned on irrigation in an area more suitable for 
cattle grazing. During the mining period, in 1868, White Pine Min­ 
ing District, Lehman 1 s fruit, meat, butter and eggs contributed 
to the food supply, supporting the mining activity. Historic 
research is needed to determine the full historic significance.



Keith A. Trexler^ "Lehman Caves; Its Human Story from the 
Beginning through 1965?" 1966, copy in files of Lehman 
Caves National Monument,
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