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The Martin K. Dahl House, built in 1879, is an excellent example of the
late Second Empire style. Typical of the Second Empire, is the use of the
mansard roof. The building consists of a three-story main section with a two-
story wing; both sections of the house have mansard roofs with dormer windows.
Here the roofline is quite sculpturdl, but void of curbing devices. It is of
frame construction with Milwaukee pressed brick veneer and has a limestone
foundation wall. The windows and doors are trimmed with ornamented Joliet cut
stone. The cut stone segmental, arched lintels of the first and second floors
show an Italianate influence, while the pointed, arched lintels of the third
floor show a Gothic Revival influence. Another Italian feature is in the use of
bracketed overhangs, adding a sculptural quality to the roofline. The main facade
of the building has a two-story bay window between the porches for the main and
wing entrances; the original iron cresting remains on the roofs of these porches
and bay window. The wood bargeboard and trim on the porches and windows has been
painted to bring out its decorative characteristics. The Dahl House is in excellent
condition, retaining its original colors and appearance.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

According to the 1974 Survey of Waupun by the State Historical Society of Wisconsin,
the Dahl House is an outstanding example, in Waupun, of the late picturesque eclectic
style residence. It is the first "mansion'" built in Waupun. The post-Civil War period
witnessed an experimentation with many stylistic trends, for instance, the Renaissance,
Gothic and Romanesque, including the contemporary French Second Empire style. The
Dahl House shows how forms were borrowed, and how they became modified in a uniquely
American manner. It seems logical the way in which we utilize the word eclectic, for
it provides the guide for understanding this complex synthesis of forms. In the United
States the Second Empire mode flourished during the presidency of Ulysses S. Grant
(1868-75). It originated with the architect James Renwick, Jr.; but it was Alfred
B. Mullett who spread the "French taste" from Washington to the Middle West, to

California.

Martin K. Dahl was born in Norway where he learned the blacksmith and locksmith
trades. At 25 he emigrated to the United States, came to Milwaukee and then went to
Racine where he worked for a short time before leaving for Waupun. Nearly penniless
when he arrived there, he worked in a blacksmith shop, eventually became its owner
and a prominent and important personage in the community. He was President of the
Village Board two years, an Alderman four or five years, Treasurer of School District
eleven years and Clerk of School District four years. He increased his fortune by
investing in farmlands in Minnesota and Dakota. He is also remembered locally for
having made all of the locks for the state penitentiary in 1854.

Architecturally, the Dahl House is an outstanding example of the late Second
Empire style. It reflects the builder's, Newell Whiting's, individualistic approach
to historical forms: it shows more freedom and experimentation with the forms from the
past. The owner of the building, Martin K. Dahl, was a significant manufacturer and
businessman of the latter part of the nineteenth century.
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