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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Fort Santo Angel, perched on a large monolith
at the extreme northwest edge of Umatac Bay, is reached
by deteriorating steps €ut into the stone. On the level
top of the monolith is a flagstone plaza forty feet hy
twenty-four feet surrounded by a one foot high manposte-
ria wall eighteen inches thick. Between the plaza and
the stone steps is an entranceway thirty feet long. On
the bay side of the entranceway is the remains of a guard
room ten feet by fifteen feet and a platform of manpos-
teria ten feet by fifteen feet, six feet above the
entranceway level.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Perched on a rock at the extreme northwest end of Umatac
is the ruins of possibly the earliest known Spanish structure
on Guam. Fort Santo Angel was probably the first of three
forts built in Umatac by the Spanish for the protection of the
Manila galleons, that sailed between Manila and Acapulco from

1568 to 1815, when they anchored in Umatac Bay for supplies
and repairs.

Fort Santo Angel has been variously described by visitors
to Guam. 1In 1742, Commodore Anson described Fort Santo Angel
as the Castle of San Angelo with five eight-powders near the
road where the Manila ship usually anchors. William Haswell men-
tioned the fortification in 1802 as having six guns with a
Tieutenant and twenty men. Thus, the fort was in use up until
the end of the Manila galleons voyages.
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
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