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OWNER'S NAME:

Miss Carolyn Retzer
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214 N. Colville St.
Cl TY OR TOWN:

Walla Walla 99362
STATE:
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STATE
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The William Kirkman Home is a two story brick residence, notable for its 
achievement of unusual grandeur in a comparatively small scale building. 
Each individual detail is interesting in itself, possessing both qual 
ity craftsmanship and appealing decoration.

The style is a vague suggestion of Georgian Colonial, although the de 
sign does not conform in many respects. In contrast to red brick walls 
is white woodwork with classical Roman features including Tuscan and 
Corinthinan porch columns, pediments, and semi-circular arched archi 
trave mouldings that incorporate pilasters and keystones.

There is no ornamental brickwork anywhere on the building with the 
exception of two chimney caps, which are corbeled with stringcourse. 
All of the walls are plain flat brick surfaces fifteen inches thick; 
relief is provided byC^re^-manufactureBl grey terra cotta components. 
These include quoins, belt "course, water table, sills and elegant 
lintels in several shapes and variations. Woodwork is confined to the 
front and side porches, the window bays and window frames, and the 
cornices and frieze.

Located on a corner lot, the building consists of two rectangular 
masses with the largest in front facing southwest. Individually they 
approximate cube forms, although somewhat shorter in the vertical 
and front to back dimensions. The rear section is of the same basic 
proportions, except that it is not only a little smaller but also 
shallower from front to back, as though it had been "tucked in" be 
hind the main structure. It is also offset a few feet along the 
wall toward the north corner to compensate for a deviation from the 
square plan where one half of the main northwest facade is extended 
outward, creating a nominal wing. The remaining section of wall in 
front is then flush with the northwest side of the offset section at 
the rear.

In front of the building is an open single story wood porch that runs 
almost full width, stopping just short of the quoins. Along the porch 
roof is an entablature with a narrow cornice and frieze bowing outward 
in two segmental curves, one on either side of a straight section 
which would otherwise be a pedimented portico over the centrally lo 
cated main entrance. In line with the straight section in the middle 
are the outside corners of the cornice, which return perpendicular to 
the facade. There are six free standing columns supporting the porch 
roof under the frieze. Two corinthian columns on pedestals flank the 
the entrance where beams span from the frieze across the ceiling to the 
wall, creating a coffered affect and completing the pedimented portico. 
Tuscan' columns stand at outside corners, and two more of this type are 
located under the center point of the porch curves where the arc is 
furthest forward.



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

C X fi)fCEIVEO N/NAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

SEP 171974
NATIONAL

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet)

STATE

Washington
COUNTY

Walla Walla
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUM-&ER

PEC 8 7

Kirkman House

Facing the sidestreet and across the northwest wall of the smaller 
building mass in back, is a simple one story porch. This extends fore- 
ward far enough so that its cornice is flush with the adjoining face of 
the short wing described as an extension to the main building in this 
quadrant. Supported by decorative posts under a boxed frieze, the roof 
has a very gentle slope to allow room for windows on the second floor.

The roof for the front portion is a low truncated hip formerly crowned 
by an open walk with ironwork balustrade. The balustrade was removed 
after storm damage, although the salvaged portion now decorates a 
Yakima, Washington dress shop. On the back section is a nearly flat 
shed roof with only enough pitch for drainage.

An elaborately bracketed cornice and frieze surrounds both roof sections 
on all sides. The boxed soffit has a moderate overhang of the same 
approximate dimension as the wide frieze board. Brackets are placed at 
intervals equal to the width of one window opening and all fenestration 
is observant of this relationship.

Within the front porch, on both sides of the entrance, is a wood frame 
bay window from floor to ceiling. One has the typical flefcened octagon 
plan with round-headed windows in each of the three completely exposed 
facets. The other is a rectangular projection where two similar win 
dows occupy the side facing forward, which is roughly the same as the 
total width of the other bay. The enframement for these windows consists 
of woodwork pilasters with arch and keystone.

The front entrance has double doors with a round headed window of be 
veled glass centered in the upper two thirds of each. The doors are 
contained in an opening, arched at the top, where the part above is 
glazed in an exquisite etched glass lunette.

Windows are, in general, arranged symmetrically, one above another and 
in horizontal alignment. They have a moderately tall and narrow double 
hung sash. All arched openings on the ground floor are semicircular, 
while those on the second floor are segmental.

Quoins decorated with raised panifels occur on the outside corners of 
the building portion in front. Panyfels in a similar shape are repeated 
in wood between brackets where they occur on the frieze. Quoins are 
also placed on the front wall at the upper floor directly behind the 
corinthian columns of the entrance portico. The cornice above these 
is extended into a second pediment, where cornice brackets are doubled 
over the quoins creating an appearance of pilasters. Brackets are

GPO 921-724
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also doubled above all other quoins on both sides of the corner, for 
a total of four brackets each.

The remaining ornament consists of carvings and cut out designs that 
are dispersed throughout the composition with some degree of inter 
relationship.

The interior has been divided into apartments, although partitions were 
added without destroying mouldings or decorative carpentry. A bronze 
statuette depicting a woman holding up a lamp known as the "Light of 
the World" stands atop the newel post for the front stairs. The 
entrance hall retains its intricate oak parquet floor, and ceilings on 
the first floor are twelve feet high. The house was originally heated 
by fireplaces, and three were faced in marble. One marble fireplace 
remains intact.

A sleeping porch has been added to the rear of the building although 
the exterior is otherwise unaltered.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

William Kirkman was born in Lancashire, England in 1831, where his 
boyhood centered around the estate of Sir Robert Peel. The estate 
had been purchased by three Scottish brothers named Grant, and 
William's father was a foreman in the Grant factories. In 1853, at 
the age of twenty-two, he emigrated to Boston, Massachusetts.

He traveled to the Pacific coast in 1854 where he mined for gold 
in California and on the Fraser River in British Columbia. Later, 
with a moderate fortune, he sailed for Australia, and in 1858 
visited the Sandwich Islands. From there he rejoined prospectors 
in Canada.

In 1862 he went south to San Francisco and the following year bought 
cattle on the Umpqua River in southern Oregon for transportation 
to market in Boise, Idaho. After various business ventures, in 
1866 he took an eighty-mule pack train from Walla Walla to the mines 
in Montana. On this trip he became interested in the possibility 
of operating a dairy ranch, but instead returned to California. 
He married and returned to Walla Walla in 1868 to raise beef cattle . 
in partnership with a man named John Donley. He bought out Donley 
in 1890 and founded the Walla Walla Dressed Meat Corporation.

Kirkman was a delegate to the 1892 Republican National Convention 
in Chicago. From there he began an extended tour of Europe, and 
in 1893 he died on the train while returning home.

The William Kirkman family was among the first established and 
successful households in Walla Walla. Four generations of decen- 
dants have lived in the home at 214 North Colville Street. William 
Kirkman Jr. served as a state legislator from this district for 
the years 1919-1927, holding seats in both the House and Senate. 
William L. Kirkman, the grandson, was for several years an official 
in the Walla Walla division of the Bonneville Power Administration.

Dr. and Mrs. Stephen B.L. Penrose occupied the home for.some time. 
He was president of Whitman College for forty years, from 1894 
through 1934. Mrs. Kirkman, the builder*s widow, eventually donated 
the property to Whitman College which thereafter used it as a
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Kirkman House

men's dormatory.

The Kirkman family home is now the oldest residence in Walla Walla, 
is located at the edge of the commercial district, and the city has 
actually grown up around it.

The Kirkman house was certainly among the finest residences in the North 
west at the time of its construction, and it is also one of the most 
interesting survivors from that period. It is built with the distinct 
intention of permanence that is characteristic of many early 19th 
century domestic buildings in England. Kirkman may have developed a 
preference for the sturdiness and stability of solid masonry as a youth 
in Lancashire. This quality is a rarity not only for the time, but 
for the inland location as well.
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