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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Barlow Road was opened in 1846. The most commonly raferred to camp-
sites along the route from Mt. Hood westward are Summit Meadows, Rock
Corral, and "Yoster's Place" at Eagle Creek.

Rock Corral is not a corral built of rock, instesd it is a rather large
rock around which the pionears circled their wagoas snd later around which
they comstructed a pole corral.

‘rhc"lock"umiqmiuclfinthuuhutamied!mmhtm
area. It is ons of only two such yocks in the vicinity..

The "Rock” is located very near (about 50 feat) the east property line

separating public lands from

private, and a dirt road runs between the

two. TFleoding and man's activities have pretty nesr arased all traces
of the Barlow Road, the corral has rotted away, and young growth Douglas-

f1r (A0-350 years old) has

encroached upon any clearing that must have

existed. But the "Reck"” is

there with traces of soot on the bottom-

side of its overhanging edge, snd roughly four inches below the present
ground surface is a deposit of charcoal snd ash.

To the east of the "Rock™ on the private land housing construction 1is
taking place. To the west of the *Rock" are 80 acres of publicly owned
land (revested Oragen & California Railread Grant Lands ~ B.L.M.). Public
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roughly from the northeast corner to the est COYner.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Westward migration established the Oregoan Trail im 1841, 0Of the difficulties
encountered on the trail, nothing presented as formidable an obstacle as
the Cascade Mowmtains.

In the beginning, the only route from The Dalles to the Willamette Valley
was down the Columbia River on bateaus. The trip was dangerous, expemsivs,
and the scarcity of boats caused long delays.

This dilemms impelled Samuel Barlow to search for alternatives after lead-
ing his party to The Dalles in 1845. Encouraged by information sbout
Indian trails over the moumntains, he and his party pioneered a road
around the south side of Mount Heod. Comstruction of the road the follow-
ing summer gave wagon trains a land route over the Cascade Nountains.

The route was a hard and dangerous one. To clisb out of Tygh Valley, the
pioneers had to double-up their teams. For the trip down Laurel Hill,
they had to slow their descsnt by locking their wheels, using ropes, and

Rock Corral was one of favorite campsites on the west slope of the
Cascades. Once at Rock Corral the hardest and most damgereus part of

the trip, Laurel Hill, was behind them, and only one more rowgh sectiom,
the Devil's Backbone, lay between the emigrants and the fertile Willamette
Valley of Oregon Territory.
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