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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Corral and wings constructed of Juniper posts and brush. Almost all

the building material is still is place. Some deterioration has taken
| place causing the structure to suffer from breakage and some material
falling to the ground. Alterations was done when construction of a road
and pipeline was approved through the m1ddle section,

The trap has the following dimensions: The corral is 20 yards in diameter
the south rag line or wing is 1/4 mile long, and the north wing is 200
yards-long. The total area involved with the trap is 40 acres.

"~ Estimate of age is early 1900's. Attached is a schematic drawing of a
wild horse trap. '
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~ were trailed to a permanent pasture. Wild horses were trapped to remove

A wild horse trap similar to those described by Will James in his book,
SAND. Dead juniper trees have been lined up to serve as wing fences.
Two wing fences fumnel horses driven down a draw and into a circular corral
The fences were placed to blend w1th the terrain and vegetatlon in order

to fool the horses.

Wild horse traps were basmcally designed like the draW1ng (Item #7). The
procedure was for four to six riders to run a wild herd off the range into
the wings of the trap, called rag wings. Next was the heart in which the
herd was trapped. At the head of the heart was a sturdy corral used to
hold the herd until it was fence-broke. Quite often smooth wire was

used with rags tied on to scare the horses off in the right diryection,
The wire was reused at different traps. This whole process wag very
tricky in that the drivers starting at singularly wide intervals to

move the -herd in the right direction and into the trap wings.

The traps were only a temporary,quarters. The wild horses were roped,
thrown and one front foot was tied to the tail. This was the way they

them off the range. Some were contracted to be sold for- rodeo or
stock, whlle other contracts called for k1111ng

James Wild Horse~Trap is being nomlnated because of its obvious visual
education ability. The current interest in wild horse protection and
management increases the interest to the public to see what was used
when running, killing and harassing wild horses was a common accepted
practice. This is a visual evidence of a change in human/social values.
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