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Aurora townsite lies in a depression in the mountains of the
Esmeralda Mining District at an elevation of 7,400 feet. The
mountainous land, not extremely rugged, is composed of igneous
rocks, with lava the predominant type. Granite and grano-
diorite form the cores of the mountains with lava and tuff of
Tertiary age nearer the surface. The precious metal deposits
occur at Aurora in latite beds.

The climate is semi-arid, and sagebrush covers the area in-
cluding the highest peaks at 10,000 feet. Pinyon and Jjuniper
woodland alternates with the sagebrush to cover the lower areas,
6,000 to 8,000 feet, and there are scattered groves of small
birch and aspen trees and patches of meadow grass along the
mountain. streams and around. springs.

The town grew up in the gently sloping area where Esmeralda
Gulch and Willow Gulch join, northwest of the most productive
mines located on Last Chance Hill.

In. 1863 Aurora is pictured as a cluster of huts made of
stone, sheltered by canvas or tin roofs, with streets of wooden
buildings, and many substantial brick structures near the
center of town, and uncountable tents and dugouts in the sur-
rounding hills. About 5,000 persons lived in these makeshift
shelters and in the 700 houses, and enjoyed the services pro-
vided by the hotels, churches, 20 stores, 22 saloons and 16
quartz mills.

For a few years after its decline in 1870 there were about
100 buildings: standing inta¢t. Many brick buildings were torn
down after World War II for the used brick they contained.

Only fallen-down: buildings, rubble, foundations, and the cemetery

remain in 1972.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Although precious metal deposits were. found.in nearby lower
elevations in 1852, gold and silver deposits were first dis-
covered in the Aurora area in August.18¢0.. Within.2 months,
prospectors had filed 350 claims. Aurora township was begun in
1861, and votes cast that year totaled 593.

In March 1861, the California State Legislature made Aurora
the county seat of Mono County, while Territorial Governor Nye
made it Council District 1 under his authority. Later that
year, the Nevada Legislature created Esmeralda County with

resolved by the next general election in 1863, voters cast bal-
lots at one polling place for California officials and at anoth
for Nevada candidates. Settled by the boundary survey of 1864,
Aurora was found to be three miles insgide the Nevada border.
Aurora remained under Territorial government until October 31,
1864, when Nevada became the 36th state,: Esmeralda:County was
divided in 1911 by the Nevada Legislature and Aurora now lies
within the area of Mineral County, created that year.

The big rush to Aurora began in 1862. A temporary army camp
Camp Aurora, was located within one mile of town and occupied
by a detachment of soldiers from Fort Churchill, Nevada, to quel
disturbances between the settlers and Indians in the Mono Lake
and Adobe Meadows regions of California. p

By 1863 the town contained 5,000 people including Mark Twain
who experimented here, briefly, with a mining career. "RoUghing
It" contains an account of some of his experiences in Aurora.
In 1864 the population grew to 7,000 people, pro-Union in the
Civil War dispute. Four newspapers were printed in Aurora.

The rich veins that sustained Aurora were shallow and busines
slowed by 1864. By 1870 half of Aurora's houses were empty and
most of the mills and numerous other buildings had been dis-
mantl and moved away. By 1880 only 500 persons remained, and
in 1883 Aurora lost the county seat to Hawthorne.

A large part of Aurora's population moved 10 miles southeast
to the then booming town of Bodie, California. By 1879 Bodie
had 10,000 residents. Two fires caused the loss of a large
part of that town, but it is still one of the best preserved
ghost mining towns in the West, and is now a California State
Historical Park.

Several partly successful revivals were attempted at Aurora.

Aurora as the county seat. Because the boundary dispute was not
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8. SIGNIFICANCE
Statement of Significance (continued]

Between 1880 and 1892 claims were worked on Last Chance Hill, and
between 1914 and 1918 there was relatively extensive activity in
the area.

i 0f the over $30 million produced by the area's mines, however,
only $2 million was recorded after 1869. Aurora was one of the
most important early precious metal mining camps in Nevada.

The discovery, growth and regional economic influence of these
camps promoted agricultural settlement, and the development of
roads and railroads. In the fall of 1859, one year before dis-
covery of Aurora, the first settlements were made in Mason and
Smith Valleys in Nevada, and by the next year, settlements had
'been made in Big Meadows in California. As the mining towns pros-
pered, further agricultural settlement was stimulated. Transpor-
tation lines, ranches, sawmills and stage and freight lines were
needed by the mining town. The Esmeralda Toll Road from Aurora,
70 miles northwest, to Carson Valley was of major importance in
obtaining supplies when heavy snow cut off travel over the nearer
and higher mountain passes. ‘

The early mining period ended about 1890 when the rich deposits
had been exhausted, but farming and ranching activities begun at
that time continue to advance Nevada's economy today. Some stage
and freight stops on early day toll roads remain as community
trade centers, and the roads themselves form a portion of Calif-
ornia and Nevada highways and county road systems.

Aurora and her neighboring mining settlements exerted a deep
and lasting influence on western Great Basin settlement and
transport patterns.




