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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL/APPEARANCE

The Floyd B. Olson House,y*ocated at 1914 West 49th Street, 
Minneapolis was built in 1922 r This one and one half story house is 
an example of the bungaloid design that was popular in the 1920s. The 
exterior of the house is constructed of red brick and stucco with 
mock half timber gable decoration. The interior of the house contains 
six rooms and a finished basement which was used by Olson and his 
associates for the purpose of holding political and staff meetings.

The house is in an excellent state of preservation and has not 
been altered since its construction.

m 
rn

C

r>



PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Q Pre-Columbian | Qj 16th Century 

n 15th Century Q 17 »h Century

n 18th Century 

Q 19th Century

20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(s) (If Applicable and Known) 1922-1936

Abor iginal

O Prehistoric

[~] Historic 

| | Agriculture 

| | Architecture 

D Art 

| | Commerce 

| | Communications 

|~1 Conservation

| | Education 

I I Engineering 

[ | Industry 

[ | Invention 

I| Landscape

Architecture 

f~l Literature 

Q Military 

Music

5j) Political

n Religion/Phi- 

losophy

Q Science

[~~] Sculpture

[~| Social/Human 

itarian

Q Theater

[~| Transportation

|| Urban Planning 

C2 Other ("Specify;

u
ID

a:
i-

LJJ 

LJ

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The political career of Floyd B. Olson marks one of the most interesting 
and remarkable periods of Minnesota history. He is revered in Minnesota 
as "the crusader for social justice." Nationwide, Olson was one of the 
most formidable leaders of the 1930s. At the time of his death, at the age 
of forty five, he had already served ten years as Hennepin County attorney, 
won three terms as governor of Minnesota, and made careful preparations to 
campaign for election to the United States senate. His importance in 
Minnesota political history lies in the fact that he arrested the dis 
integration of the reform movement in the 1920s and 30s and organized it 
into a viable and successful political party -- the Farmer-Labor party.

Olson first came upon the political scene in Minnesota as a Democrat, 
unsuccessfully seeking election to congress from the 5th Minnesota district 
in 1918 and 1920. With the aid of influential Minneapolis Republicans he 
secured an appointment as assistant county attorney of Hennepin County in 
1919 and 1920. He was elected to full terms as county attorney in 1922 
and 1926.

During this period he joined in the organization of the Minnesota 
Farmer-Labor Association, an outgrowth of the Nonpartisan League. Olson 
remodeled the old Nonpartisan League into a militant and successful Farmer- 
Labor party and used it as a vehicle for his political ambitions.

In 1924 Olson became the first Farmer-Laborite to enter the Minnesota 
gubernatorial race. Although Olson ran strongly he lost the election 
to Theodore Christianson by 43,000 votes. He was handicapped in this 
election due to the fact that he was virtually unknown to the farmer wing 
of the reform movement, he espoused political radicalism, and he took 
ambiguous stands on many issues.

After this defeat Olson immediately set about the task of reorganizing 
the reform movement. He advocated such wide-spread reforms as a union of 
"all persons in agriculture and other useful industry to promote the 
economic welfare of the wealth producers", and the abolition of private 
monopolistic privilege and its replacement by a system of public ownership 
to increase the total wealth of society and abolish unemployment. Olson 
took a place on the executive committee of the Farmer-Labor Association 
and agreed to participate in organizational work --in reality he was 
the sole figure who molded the Farmer-Labor party into the most successful 
third party in American political history.
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In 1930, Olson ran for governor on the Farmer-Labor ticket and defeated 
his Republican opponent by a large majority of the votes. Never before had 
a Republican candidate been so roundly defeated in Minnesota. Those who 
voted for him voiced a protest against the accumulating misfortunes caused 
by depression.

Olson 1 s first administration was conservative -- with a Republican 
legislature there was little chance of getting controversial measures passed 
by his opponents. With his reelection in 1932, however, Olson effected a 
political alliance with Franklin D. Roosevelt, and thereafter his policies 
reflected those of the New Deal.

The deepening depression created a general spirit of desperation in 
rural areas; farmers began to adopt some of the tactics of trade unions. 
This radical drift of popular sentiment was most congenial to Olson; he 
edged slowly leftward in order to extend the functions of government for 
the benefit of the underprivileged.

During his second term as governor Olson was primarily responsible 
for the suspension of mortgage payments -- which provided a measure of 
relief until the federal government could institute a large scale program 
for agriculture. He approved a cluster of labor bills which prohibited 
yellow-dog contracts, limited women on industrial jobs to a fifty-four 
hour week, and outlawed the use of injunctions in labor disputes. Con 
structive work was done in the field of conservation. Besides conserva 
tion, labor, and tax legislation Olson effected a strengthening of the 
securities law and a beginning of statewide old age pensions.

The fall of 1933 saw the emergence of Olson as a national figure. 
His exposition of radicalism, his dramatic threat to invoke martial law to 
relieve destitution, his participation in a delegation of northwestern 
governors demanding agricultural price relief in Washington, and his 
support and constructive criticism of the New Deal recovery program all 
attracted nationwide notice.

Olson won a second reelection in 1934. The most constructive work 
accomplished during his third term as governor was in the field of labor. 
In 1935 he played a major role as mediator in a number of strikes. The 
successful strikes of 1935 climaxed Olson's long fight for collective 
bargaining.

On August 22, 1936 Olson died at the Mayo Clinic of pancreatic 
cancer. After a moving display of public grief he was buried in Lakewood 
Cemetery, Minneapolis. Olson 1 s death marked the apex of Farmer-Labor power. 
Thereafter, the party declined rapidly as an independent political force.
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