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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Solomon G, Comstock House was constructed on its present location
in 1883 according to designs by the Minneapolis architectural firm of
Kees~and Finch, It is executgd in a stylistic mode which contains features
from Queen Anné//nd Eastl _ designs. Although the tower is absent the
massing is essentially that of a multi-gabled two story Queen Anne wood
frame house and is characterized by a profusion of spindle work porches,
high patterned chimneys, and poly-chromed siding and trim. The porch
posts, brackets and gable treatment, however, are more Easf lake as is
evidenced by the lathe-turned posts, incised spandrels, and patterned
diagonal siding juxtaposed with areas of rectangular panels and shingles.

The design features have survived intact and are in excellent condi-
tion, The Solomon G, Comstock House is one of the best extant and un-
altered representatives of late Victorianvdrchitecture in the Moorhead
area, It is also one of the few houses in Moorhead to retain the spacious
lawns typical of the late 1800 urban mansions.

The interior is comprised of eleven rooms distributed on two floors.
Upon entry to the front hall access is given to the second floor by means
of an oak balustraded staircase. Oak and gumwood doors lead to the parlor,
library, and sitting room, The dining room, pantry, kitchen, and bedroom
and bath are located at the rear of the first floor. The second floor
contains four bedrooms and a maid's chamber, all accessible from a
central hall, '

To the reac+of the house is a multi-doored storage building one story
in height. The original carriage barn to the north of the house was
removed at an early date when the lot upon which it stood was divided
from the original homestead and sold.

The Solomon G. Comstock House is in process of restoration to its
1883 appearance., Many rooms contain original -furnishings and personal
effects of the Comstock family,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFIEANTE -

Solomon G, dgg;;ock is noted as one of the first settlers of
Moorhead in Clay County, Minnesota. From the time he arrived in 1871
until his death he actively participated in the political, social and
educational growth of the county and state,

Soon after he arrived in Moorhead he took up the practice of law
and was appointed county attorney in 1872, a position that he held until
1881. A staunch Republlcan, Comstock represented his constituents in
the Minnesota’ Leglslature and the United States Congress, He was
elected, as representative to the state legislature in 1875, a position
he held unt11 1878, 1In 1883 he was elected to the state senate and
served for four consecutive terms. He served as a representative in
the 57th Congress of the United States from 1889-1891. While in the
state legislature he served as chairman of the finance committee of the
‘house, and also of the judiciary and temperance committees of the’ “senate,
o W,

The endeayors of Solomon Comstock often times took the form of
civie contrlbutlons to the community of Moorhead, His belief in the
importance of higher  education made Solomon Comstock an early advocate
for the establishment of an educational system in Moorhead.

, Solomon Comstock along with
two other Moorhead citizens, served as director of a ‘corporation which
established the Bishop Whipple School. The directors acquired six
acres of land and erected the building on what is now the site of
Concordia College. While Comstock was serving in the state Senate he
proposed the establishment of a state normal school at Moorhead, The
legislature of 1885 voted to locate the fourth normal school at Moorhead
on six acres which Comstock contributed for that purpose, He served
as resident director of the school from 1894-1899, This school later
became Moorhead State College. The present student union was endowed
by Comstock and named for him,

In the field of business and industry Solomon Comstock was a fore-
runner in his community, He was one of a group of pioneer bankers who
established the First National Bank of Moorhead in 1881, In 1883 he
was one of the principal incorporators of the Moorhead Foundry, Car, and
Agricultural works. This industry supplied the community with farm
machinery, ditchers and heavy machinery of many varieties. Solomon
Comstock's close working relationship with railroad builder James J. Hill
resulted in the development of an outstanding railroad system in the Red

River Valley.
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8. Significance

Solomon G, Comstock built this house in 1883 and soon thereafter it
became the showplace of Moorhead. The house was designed by the
Minneapolis architectural firm of Keds and FiMch, Kees was a major figure
in the developmental years of Minneapolis architecture between 1880 and
1910, He was a partner in the firms of Long and Kees, designers of the
Richardsonian Romanesque Minneapolis City Hall/Hennepin County Courthouse,
and Kees and Colburn, chief designers of many important commercial and
warehouse structures in Minneapolis. In 1965, Mr, and Mrs, George Comstock
(son and daughter-in-law of Solomon G, Comstock) presented the house to
the Minnesota Historical Society for preservation, In 1970, Mrs, George
Comstock, now a widow, aided the Society in realizing the first phase of
a plan to restore the house to its 1883 appearance, One room contains
exhibits which tell the story of Solomon G, Comstock and his impact on
Red River Valley history. The Clay County Historical Society assists in
the operation of the house,

The significance of the Solomon G, Comstock House lies both in its
architectural design and in its association with one of the founders
and builders of Moorhead. Solomon G, Comstock was largely responsible
for the overall growth of Moorhead from a pioneer village in the 1870s to
a booming railroad town at the turn of the century.
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