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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The original site of the Kitchen home was on the north bank of 
the Little Sandy Rivet*. The house was scheduled to be razed because of 
its location below the seasonal pool of the proposed Grayson Lake, In 
1967, the house was moved 700 feet northeasterly. It now overlooks Grayson 
Lake (completed in 1968) and is adjacent to the Rosedale Recreational Area.

The house is a two-story dwelling built of hand-hewn log and frame 
lapsiding. The foundation is stone piers. The house measures 49 feet 
wide and 19 feet long. The front porch' is 49 fx6 r ; the back porch which 
was razed measured 39 f x6 f . The house is a two-unit l©g«dwelling, the 
"saddlebag", which is two cabins built close together with a common chimney 
in between. The chimney is made of stone and is built in the center of 
the house, extending up through the roof. The space between the two units 
is occupied by the chimney with an open stairway in front and a storage 
closet in back. At the top of the stairs there are doors on both sides 
opening into the upstairs rooms. The two downstairs rooms have stout oak 
doors opening into the rooms from either the front or back.

At some later date one room downstairs was divided into a living room, 
bedroom and bath; the other downstairs room was divided into two bedrooms. 
A wing, consisting of a dining room and a kitchen, was added to the back of 
the house.

As far as practicable the house, when relocated, was reassembled in 
its "as built" condition. Minor repairs consisting of the replacement of 
some floor joists, sill timber, and flooring was necessary. Appropriate 
building materials were obtained from other nearby structures. The chimney 
base and "footings" were constructed with concrete, however, the original 
stone piers were replaced and the chimney was rebuilt with original or 
similar material. It was not practical to rebuild the wing and porch 
attached to the rear.

APR B
fsiATlONAL

%

m 
m

o
H 

O



[~| Pre-Columbian 

[~1 15th Century

[~1 18th Century 

[~) 19th Century

Q 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) Approximately 1838

Aboriginal

[""1 Prehistoric

[71 Historic 

(~~| Agriculture 

(21 Architecture

I | Commerce

[~^] Communications

[~~1 Conservation

| | Education 

Q Engineering 

[~1 Industry 

f [ Invention 

[~~| Landscape

Architecture 

L~] Literature 

f~l Military

rn Music

[^"1 Political

|~| Religion/Phi-

losophy 

f~j Science 

[~1 Sculpture 

[~~] Social/Human-

Itarian 

[^1 Theater 

| | Transportation

[_~] Urban Planning 

Q Other (Specify;

CO

Z 
O

u
3 
V 
I- 
t/>
Z

Ul 
Ul

The "Kitchen Home," named after the last family which owned the home previous 
to^U.^S. Government acquisition in 1965, was the location of a Civil War 
skirmish between the Federal troops led by General George Morgan and the 
Confederate troops led by General John Hunt Morgan. In September 1863, 
the Union forces of 8,000 men were retreating from Cumberland Gap on their 
way to Camp Dennison, Ohio. While camping near the home, the skirmish 
took place. Bullet holes can still be seen in the walls of the second floor

Log cabins, with the two-story "saddlebag" design, such as the Van Kitchen 
home, can still be found in substantial numbers in West Virginia and 
Kentucky, however, their numbers are decreasing and it is only a matter 
of time until they become rare.

According to the deed records, the old log house was built by or for 
Elija^H^rton around 1838. The Horton family, Elijah, his wife, and three 
sons, followed a pattern similar to most settlers in the Grayson vicinity. 
They moved from Virginia into Kentucky through the Cumberland Gap, first 
settling in south-central Kentucky before locating in Carter County. 
Elijah's three sons, Henry, Bill, and Reese, built and operated one of the 
first mills in the Grayson area. Henry later moved to Grayson. One of 
Henry f s sons, W. A. Horton, was a prominent Doctor in Grayson. Another 
son, Elijah, named after his grandfather, established the pharmacy which 
is now known as Brown's Pharmacy and operated by Harry Brown, Henry's 
grandson.



Survey of Historic Sites in Kentucky, Kentucky Heritage Commission, 1971

Ashland Daily Independent, October 5, 1958 
by Estelle S, Rizk

Weslager, C. A., The Log Cabin in America, 
Rutgers University Press, 1969

Ashland Daily Independent, March 29, 1967 
by George Wolford
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view Board and to evaluate its significance. The recom 

mended level of significance is Q National [ 1 State 
[""I Local

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Federal Representative Signature
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Date

Date

.GPO 938-449



Form JO-306 
(Oct. 1972) UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE '"''".

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

FOR FEDERAL PROPERTIES
(Type all entries - complete applicable sections)

STATE:

Kentucky
COUNTY:

ENTRY DATE

MAY 2 19W
m

AND/OR HISTORIC:

Horton, Elijah,House
m

STREET AND NUMBER!

ar; S.
CITY OR TOWN:

Grayson V-i &-

Kentucky

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:

Carl D. Perkins
7th

Carter
fcivX

11
CATEGORY 
(Check One)

OWNERSHIP

Z
o

[~] District [XI Building 

Q Site - [~] Structure 

d Object

CS Public 

r~] Private 

D Both

Public Acquisition: 

f~~l In Process ' 

[~~| Being Considered

STATUS

PI Occupied 

(^Unoccupied 

I | Preservation work 

in progress

Yes:

Restricted

Unrestricted

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

f~~) Agricultural 

| | Commercial 

[~1 Educational 

I | Entertainment

(~) Government 

Q Industrial 

|~~1 Military 

^1 Museum

C] Park ; 

[~] Private Residence 

|~~1 Religious 

[~1 Scientific

| 1 T ra n s po r ta t i on 

Q Other fSpecify;

p~1 Comments

111 
UJ

United States. of (Corps of Engineers)
REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS: (It applicable)

Huntington District, 502 8th Street
STATE:

West VirginiaHuntington

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC

County Clerk * s Office, Carter County Courthouse

CITY OR TOWN:

Grayson

Historic American Buildings
DATE OF SURVEY: 1970

Library of Congress

Washington



CONDITION
Q Excellent
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORI GIN A L (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The original site of the Van Kitchen home was on the north bank of 
the Little Sandy River, The house was scheduled to be razed because of 
its location below the seasonal pool of the proposed Grayson Lake, In 
1967, the house was moved 700 feet northeasterly. It now overlooks Grayson 
Lake (completed in 1968) and is adjacent to the Rosedale Recreational Area.

The house is a two-story dwelling built- of hand-hewn log and |ram.e 
lapsiding. The foundation is stone piers'. The house measures ^9 feet 
wide and 19 feet long. The front porch is 49 fx6 f ; the back porch which 
was razed measured 39 f x6 f . The house is a two-unit log dwelling, the 
"saddlebag", which is two cabins built close together with a common chimney 
in between. The chimney is made of stone and is built in the center of 
the house, extending up through the roof. The space between the two units 
is occupied by the chimney with an open stairway in front and a storage 
closet in back. At the top of the stairs there are doors on both sides 
opening into the upstairs rooms. The two downstairs rooms have stout oak 
doors opening into the rooms from either the front or back.

At some later date one room downstairs was divided into a living room, 
bedroom and bath; the other downstairs room was divided into two bedrooms. 
A wing, consisting of a dining room and a kitchen, was added to the back of 
the house*

As far as practicable the house, when relocated, was reassembled in 
its "as built" condition. Minor repairs consisting of the replacement of 
some floor joists, sill timber, and flooring was necessary. Appropriate 
building materials were obtained from other nearby structures. The chimney 
base and "footings" were constructed with concrete, however, the original 
stone piers were replaced and the chimney was rebuilt with original or 
similar material. It was not practical to rebuilt the wing and porch 
attached to the rear.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The "Van Kitchen Home" (built by Elijah Horton in 1835) was the 
location of a Civil War skirmish between the Federal troops led by 
General George Morgan and the Confederate troops led by General John Hunt 
Morgan. In September 1863, the Union forces of 8,000 men were retreating 
from Cumberland Gap on their way to Camp Dennison, Ohio. While camping 
near the home, the skirmish took place. Bullet holes can still be seen in 
the walls of the second floor.

Log Cabins, with the two-story "saddlebag11 design, such as the Van 
Kitchen home, can still be found in substantial numbers in West Virginia 
and Kentucky, however, their numbers are decreasing and it is only a matter 
of time until they become rare.



Ashland Daily Independent, October 5, 1958

byEstelle S. Rizk

Weslager, C. A., The Log Cabin in America 

Rutgers University Press, 1969
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