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v,i[‘ﬁe old Arkansas City High School, a rectangu]ar three—story
Romanesque structure with a full basement, is Tocated in a neighbor-
hood which is residential and also has other educational facilities.

It was constructed of white Silverdale 1limestone set in red mortar.

At the time of construction the only red color available for mortar

was vermillion, which was not waterproof. As a result of rain.and
weather, pink streaks soon appeared on the white stone, and the stone
absorbed the color. With the passage of time and cont1nua] weathering,
the entire structure has acquired a rosy hue. The color has led many
viewers to the mistaken conc1us1on that the building was made of p1nk
Colorado sandstone.

The building measures approx1mate1y 90 feet 1ong and 55 feet wide.
The main entrance is through a massive arched opening on the south,
above which a square clock tower rises almost five stories. D1rect1y
above the main entrance appear the words "High School" in raised letters
and the date 1890 in carved stone insets. The clock tower originally
had a four-sided pyramidal roof, which has been removed. Window
openings in the tower have been bparded up and the clock openings are

- empty. From study of old photographs it appears that no clocks were
ever installed and the clock. open1ngs remained boarded up from the
outset until the tower roof was removed.

A second arched entry way is-located on the east side. Except
for one .large arched opening east of the main entrance the window
openings on the first floor are simple rectangles. Those on the second

~ floor have flat-arched openings on the east part where offices and
classrooms were originally located and large rectangular openings with
separated transoms on the west portion, the original auditorium. Th1rd
floor openings are generally rectangular except for arched windows in
“the tower and on the east and west gable. Many of the window openings
have been partially or completely closed with wood painted to match the
stone.

The building's exterior displayssmapy intricate patterns of
carving, particularly on the south front. Above the main entrance on
either side of the "High School" letters are carved stone animals
heads, apparently lion heads. And above the third floor tower windows
under the paired semicircular arches are two stone dragons. Intricate

- carved leaf decorations appear at a number of places between the
windows of the first and second floors.

The wood-shingled hip roof has two intersecting gables-on the
south, two-on the north and one on the east. Massive stone chimneys
protrude above the roof line, two on the west, one near the center of
the north s1de and a smaller one on the east s1de There are decorative
corbeling-1ike effects at the tops of the three larger chimneys. The
. proportions of the structure were well balanced.

) The general appearance of the exterior is not greatly different
from the original. The inside has deteriorated and has been altered
over the years to meet the ‘needs of the different occupants. An -
intersecting: gable of all frame construction originally located just
west of the tower formed an add1t1ona1 thivrd floor room; that roof and
room are gone. :
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- The contractor for the proaedt was Robert Baird, a well-known area
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" completed by mid-July and the stonework wasb/eg1nn1ng One stone mason

who worked on the bu11d1ng was Joseph BossiY¥’a

-who jhad settled on.a farm southeast of Arkansas City in 1871. His

' ne1ghbor Antonio Buzzi, a native of Switzerland, was also a stone mason

and the two had worked together on many local bu11d1ngs It is possible
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August 6, 11, November 7

Arkansas City Daily Traveler, October 9, December 5,
1973; March 21,
Arkansas_ .City" I11ustrated (Kansas C1ty, Mo,. Cormsh s Photo. Stud1o n.d.).
Arkansas City Weekly Republican Traveler, Aprﬂ 3,

19725 March 8,

1974.
10, July 10, 1890

March 19, April 16, June 4, July 22, August 20 1891
"01d High Schoo1 Bu11d1ng Holds Many Memor1es for Ark Cityans," Arkansas

City Daily Traveler, March 28, 1950.
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