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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Union Sunday School built with classical revival elements
retains its original appearance on the exterior and close to its
original appearance on the interior as well. The unpainted brick
building 1aid in common bond and covered by a<tine gable roof
measures 57 x 41 feet. It is a rectangle enhanced by brick wall
pilasters regularly spaced between the tall narrow window openings
with 12/12 lights. Each of the pilasters is capped. The windows
are marked by locally quarried dolomite lintels and sills and the
front openings by louvered shutters. Above the central doorway at
the gable end is a stone lintel and a suggestion of a pediment with
an almost floral brick frieze and simple brick coping. The square
white wood bell tower though proportionately large, follows closely
the design of the brick building as its corners are adorned with
capped pilasters and each side by two louvered panels. The metal
steeple, also white, it topped by a brass ornamental cross. The
interior chamber of the church-Sunday school shows original wide
flooring and pews. Interesting features are the ornamental pressed
tin ceiling and a large Kimball pipe organ installed in 1896. The
vestibule has been divided into a 11brary and entry area since
1877.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Clermont Union Sunday School derives its significance from its
early construction date, its sophisticated use of materials and popular
styles and its association with an historic figure in Iowa politics.

It has been so well preserved that'it can truly serve as a good

example of local interpretation of national styles and of fine Tocal
craftsmanship.

This was the first chu?ég to be erected in Clermont. It was built by
Presbyterians in 1858. The congregation disbanded soon after and in
1863 an agreement was made by the Presbytery and the Union Sunday
School for the School to use the building as long as they kept it in
good repair. For one hundred years the Sunday School used and main-
tained the church.

In 1970, the Presbytery of Northeast Iowa deeded the church to the
Historical Governor Larrabee Home, Inc. (a non-profit corporation.
A bronze plaque in the vestibule records this gift.

The Union Sunday School was organized in 1857. It was a non-denomina-
tional Bible School for adults and children. In 1963 the membership
became so small that it was decided to cease having meetings.

When news of President Lincoln's assassination was brought to Clermont,
the messenger chose to make his announcement at the Sunday School.

The Christmas program at the church has been famous for one hundred
and ten years. The Clermont Historical Society now arranges the

service.

/
Most prominent member of the Sunday School was Williaﬁ/Larrabee, a
philanthropist who served eighteen years in the Iowa Senate and who
was Governor of Iowa for two terms (1886-1890). In 1896 he gave the
church a Kimball pipe organ. The wainut case of this instrument
measures 20 feet long, eleven feet deep and seven and one-half feet
high. The pipes extend up to make a total height of twenty feet.
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Mrs. A. W. Allen, President

ORGANIZATION

Historical Governor Larrabee Home, Inc.

DATE

December 1973
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3131 Cottage Grove Avenue SE

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE

CODE

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
National [} State [ Local KJ
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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