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The present United States Post Office ar\ci Office Building in 
Hilo was originally designed in*\1915 by architect Henry O. 
Whitfield of New York City in a tf neo-classic style with certain 
modifications. The modifications include open circulation in 
the building and the use of a first floor arcade as a place 
to conduct postal business. The original portion of the 
building, as built in v'l915-17, is a rectangular structure with 
a portico on the main (south) side and a projecting wing on 
the north side. The original portion has a full basement, a 
raised first floor two stories in height which contains the 
post office, a second floor one story in height which contains 
the court functions, and a fourth-story clerestory with oriel 
windows above the original courtroom.

In 1936 the Treasury Department designed two 3-story wing 
additions for the main (south) side of the building. These

</were constructed in 1937-38 forming a "U"-shaped peristyle 
jcourt. These wings have three floors used for office space
x and contain open circulation balconies on the first and third 
floors. The exterior walls facing the court contain 2-story 
columns with doric capitals which support a lanai above. All 
the roofs are tiled, with ornamental downspouts used in the 
court. The courtyard, eight steps below the first floor, 
contains a flag pole, a mosaic-tiled fountain, and two concrete 
urns. The paved courtyard is opened toward the street. The 
©yeralj. building dimensions are approximately 292'"X-312 M

functionsjof the.building have not basically changed since 
it was constructed. Both the original structure and the 
addition/were constructed using poured in place concrete 
bearing walls with stucco finish, spread footings, concrete 
beams, ribbed floor slabs, and tile roofs.

The architectural character of this building has been retained 
in spite of minor changes. It is unfortunate that a contempor 
ary entrance vestibule has been added at the east (Kekaulike 
Street) entrance to the building. It is a minor element, 
however, and could easily be modified to better suit the 
overall architectural design. There appear to be no structures 
of historical significance and there are no other important 
public buildings in the vicinity.
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STA-TEMENT^F SIGNIFICANCE • .-

After the annexation of the Hawaiian Islands by the United 
States in 1898, a need was expressed in governmental corres 
pondence for new federal and Territorial offices. Successive 
early Territorial governors agreed that a new federal office 
building should be constructed in Hilo. Their efforts cul 
minated in the erection of the original portion of the present 
United States Post Office and Office Building, completed in 
1917.

This building is particularly noteworthy for its early 
substantial use of structural reinforced concrete in this 
particular locale. The Post Office is one of the few 
historical buildings in Hilo constructed of lasting materials.

It is^ a'- good example of %h§ neo-classd'C" architectural 1 style 
adapted to another geographical area, that is, adapted to 
the Hawaiian climate" and ii£4 st^le fc -iThe-- building's- setting 
is presently significant because of the spacial relationship 
of the -open court area to Kalakaua Park immediateLlyA acrofes n 
the street.



Stanley Hirashi, Maintenance Supervisor, GSA, private tour and
interview held March 16, 1973. 

Henry D. Whitfield, Architect, New York, blueprints (July 1915)
in office of maintenance supervisor. 

Department of the Treasury, blueprints (July 1936) in office of
maintenance supervisor. 

Seventy construction photographs (August 1914-April 1917) in
office of maintenance supervisor. 

Thirty nine construction photos (April 1937-February 1938) in
of f ice of maintenance . superyisor. ____(con^inuefl)
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nominate this property to the National Register, certify 
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days in which to present the nomination to the State Re 
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ical

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Federal Representative Signature

Historic Preservation 
Liaison Officer

Date

Date

.GPO 938-449



^Julym?)

AIOV fl

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
\ | NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

?> INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM•^ //>.y
(Continuation Sheet)

STATE

Hawaii
COUNTY

Honolulu
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

49Z1

"Post Office Now Working at Palatial New Stand," The Honolulu
Advertiser, May 1, 1922, pp. 1-2. 

"Honolulu Firm Wins Federal Building Job, Gets $310,764 for Post
Office Addition," The Honolulu Advertiser, January 30, 1930,
p. 1.

"New Post Office for Honolulu Seen Likely," The Honolulu Star- 
Bulletin, August 29, 1940, p. 1. 

"Now Has a Name," The Honolulu Advertiser, October 24, 1955,
p. A7. 

"Day Here, Says Need New Post Office," The Honolulu Star-Bulletin,
May 31, 1961, p. 1A. 

"Post Office Jalousie Job Draws Architect's Fire," The Honolulu
Advertiser, October 26, 1972, p. A9. 

"Work on Post Office Ordered Halted," The Honolulu Star-Bulletin,
February 21, 1963, pp. 1-1A. 

"Uncle Sam's Shack," Editorial, The Honolulu Star-Bulletin,
February 21, 1963, p. 10.

"Order to Alter Post Office Tracked Down," The Honolulu Star- 
Bulletin, February 22, 1963, pp. 1-1A. 

"Thanks to Senator Inouye," The Honolulu Star-Bulletin,
February 23, 1963, p. 4. 

"Kara on the Post Office," Letters to the Editor, The Honolulu
Star-Bulletin, February 23, 1963, p. 4. 

"Star Bulletin, Inouye Praised for P.O. Stand," The Honolulu
Star-Bulletin, February 26, 1963, pp. 1-1A.

"Uncle Sam's Shack: Part II," Editorial, The Honolulu Star- 
Bulletin, April 20, 1963, p. 4, p. 11. 

"Inouye Says P.O. Will Be Restored," The Honolulu Star-Bulletin,
April 23, 1963, p. 1. 

"Archways at P.O. To Be Fixed Soon," The Honolulu Star-Bulletin,
August 8, 1963, pp. 1-1A. 

"Federal Building Gets a New 'Leafy 1 Outlook." The Honolulu
Star-Bulletin, January 25, 1967, p. C4.

"The Post Office Fight." The Friend, December 1910, p» 3. 
"Will Honolulu Stand For IT?"The Friend, January 1920, p. 11. 
MacAdam, D.H. "'Selling' the Post Office." The Friend, April1922, pp. 77-79.          

"Mid-Civic in Mid-Pacific." Paradise of the Pacific, April 1922,
pp. 2-5.

Photograph. Paradise of the Pacific, March 1923, p. 20 
MacAdam, D.H. "Growth of Hawaii Shown in Post Office Business 

Beautifully Housed." Paradise of the Pacific, December 1925,
pp. 83-85. 

Fairfax, Geoffrey W. The Architecture of Honolulu. Honolulu:
Island Heritage Limited, 1972. 

Jackson, Francis; Conrad, Agnes, Bannick, Nancy; ed. Old
Honolulu, A Guide to Qahu's Historic Buildings. Honolulu:
Historic Buildings Task Force,1969,#37.
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GSA factsheet in office of Hawaii Buildings Manager, Honolulu. 
Executive Letter Books and Folders, 1902-1912, Hawaii State

Archives. 
Chelson, Bert D., "History of the Hilo Post Office," April 8,

1934 (typewritten), Historical File, Hawaii State Archives. 
"Kilo's Post Office, Urgent Necessity for a new building,"
The Pacific Commercial Advertiser, July 2, 1900, p. 6. 

"New Hilo Post Office is Open for Business at Last,"
The Pacific Commercial Advertiser, April 2, 1917, p. 5.


