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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Jose 
General Store

Mario Gil Adobe is located near a 
and the intersection of two country

roads in the dry, grassy, scrub oak landscape of 
Jolon in southwest Monterey County, California. 

The Adobe is a single story building, low, 
rambling, approximately 1200 square feet, in an 
"L" shape, with wooden porches on 3 sides. The 
roof is made of shingles. V/aHs are of adobe 
brick, 3 feet thick." Farts of the present floor 
are wood, but the original was of packed dirt.

building has 7 rooms and 2 indoor fireplaces. 
Next to the Adobe is a small family cemetery

Jose Kario Gil, his second
wife, Maria, and many children (see "Significance" ).
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and dry farming were still the basis of Konterey "
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The building was constructed 
ranch house, during the days when
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County agriculture , and
by high-yield vegetabl 
irrigation.

"Throuh the early 1900 ' s

had not yet been replaced 
forming dependent upon

the Gil adobe was
also notedfor the attractively landscaped grounds 
surrounding it. Both the grounds and the building, 
however, v/ere allowed, to deteriorate from about 
1930 onward. At the present time, most of the basic 
core of the adobe is well preserved and easily 
restorable, but the surrounding grounds are very 
shabby. In addition, restoration of the • structure 
would, require removal of some of the fittings (sinks, 
toilets, partitions, pipes, wires) added when the 
U. S. Army used the Adobe as a barracks in the Second 
V/orld War.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Gil Adobe is one of the few adobes in Konterey 
County that has not been incorporated into a private 
home, which, makes it an unusually fine example of 
the ranch adobes that once peppered the Salinas 
Valley Tan area of over 1,000 square miles, the home 
of John Steinbeck, and one of the major farming 
regions of the world). The Adobe is an excellent 
physics! reminder of the Cattle Kanching i^ra that 
preceded the coming- of irrigation, as well as an 
excellent example of the architecture common at 
that time.

(See Summary attached) 271973
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THE JOSE MARIO GIL ADOBE

Jose Mario Gil was born in Madrid, Spain, in 1821. At the age of 7 he cam* 
to the New World, settling in Mexico. At age 21 he migrated to California. 
When the Gold Rush began in 1849, he was attracted by stories of gold in the 
Santa Lucia Mountains, and came to the mines near Jolon.

When riches were not forthcoming, he found work as a farm hand on the 
Milpitas Ranch (formed out of the old Land Grant), and also worked for a Mr. 
Earl. In 1850 he became a U. S. citizen, while his earnings soon enabled him 
to buy the land near Jolon where he built his adobe ranch house in 1865.

Gil married twice. In 1850 he married Senorita Juliana Gomez, who died 
in 1857, leaving 3 sons: Mariano, Miguel, and Augustine. In 1860 he married 
Maria Vallejo, and they had 9 sons and 5 daughters. Many members of the 
family are buried in the small cemetery that adjoined Gil's adobe at Jolon.

Gil owned 260 acres. This gave him the economic base to support his 
large family, most of whom remained on the ranch, as well as to give employ 
ment to the needy and to help pioneer in establishment of California's 
school system.

One of Gil's daughters, Louisa, married James Rios, a direct descendant 
of Petronillo Rios, one of those who had come to California with Father 
Junipero Serra and helped build the first missions.

Some time after 1900, the Gil Adobe was sold to a Dr. Miller, so that 
the structure is still known to some as the "Miller Adobe".

In the period between the two World Wars, the Gil-Miller Adobe, along 
with most of the Milpitas Grant of which it was a part, was purchased by 
William Randolph Hearst, who built a Neo-Spanish mansion here which he used 
as a change of pace from his estate at San Simeon, further south. Patriotism 
and economic calculation prompted Hearst to deed the property to the U. S. 
Army during the Second World War. The Army is now the legal owner of the 
Gil Adobe and grounds.
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