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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The warehouse in which Norge was stored before shipment to Italy is a two- 
story wood building with a false front, A small frame building is attached 
to the east side. Reportedly once a store, the building was probably 
constructed in the 1910"s, although some versions indicate an earlier 
construction date. The building is now used as a warehouse.

Legal Description: Teller Townsite Plat #3452 A and B, Block 2, Lot 6.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Since the seventeenth century, man aspired to discover a short route link 
ing the East and West hemispheres. Not until the twentieth century, when 
the entire world was at the brink of its second disaster, was the route 
discovered and traversed    by air. Less famous than his land expedition 
to the South Pole, Roald Amundsen*s Norge flight of 1926 heralded a new 
era in the history of man. By the "First Crossing of the Polar Sea," 
Amundsen became the first man to see the North and South Poles of the 
earth.

The flight of Norge, an Italian dirigible measuring 348 feet long, seventy- 
nine feet high, and sixty-two feet wide, was an international cooperative 
enterprise, one of the few before World War II. The crew included sixteen 
persons of three nationalities: Italian, Norwegian, and American. Roald 
Amundsen, Norwegian, and Lincoln Ellsworth, American, jointly directed 
the expedition, while Colonel Umberto Nobile, the Italian designer of the 
dirigible, commanded the flight. From Rome, with stops at Pulham, England 
Oslo, Leningrad, and Vadso, Norge made its way to King's Bay, Spitzbergen, 
Norway, where the Polar attempt to Nome, Alaska, was to begin.

On the evening of May 10, 1926, Norge began its journey of 8,500 miles, 
accompanied for a short distance by another famous explorer, Richard 
Byrd, in his Fokker. Early the next day, the North Pole was reached. 
Amundsen, Ellsworth, and Nobile, respectively, dropped their country's 
flag over the Pole. Nobile also took the liberty to drop various other 
items, including the amaranth flag of Rome and a Fascist! banneret.

Heretofore, the journey was relatively uneventful. But shortly after 
passing the North Pole, the situation grew ominous. The dirigible entered 
a damp fog which blocked visibility and formed ice on external metal parts. 
Occasionally the ice was loosened, sucked into the propellors and then 
hurled against the outer-part of the ballon-envelope, resulting in 
several punctures which required patches. Briefly escaping the fog, in 
the early morning hours of May 12, Wainwright and Maudheim, Amundsen's 
former residence, were sighted. But at Cape Lisburne Norge again entered 
a fog as well as a northern gale.

It was at this point that the crew of Norge lost their bearings. Believing 
themselves near Cape Serdze Kamen on the Siberian coast, they set course



Amundsen, Roald and Lincoln Ellsworth, First Crossing of the Polar Sea.
Garden City, New York: Doubleday, Doran & Co. , 1928" 

Burkher, Pauline V., "Remembering the Norge at Teller," Alaska, The
Magazine of Life on the Last Frontier XL (May 1974), 12-13. 

Nobile, General Umberto, "Navigating the 'Norge 1 from Rome to the North
Pole and Beyond," The National Geographic Magazine LII (August
1927), 177-215.
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due east, soon reaching the vicinity of Kevalina on the north side of 
Kotzebue sound. Upon recognizing Serpentine River, they proceeded to follow 
the coast southward. In spite of fog and gale, the crew eventually located 
an island, which they believed to be Sledge Island near Nome. (It was 
probably King Island near Teller.) By this time, fear that the gale would 
cast them into the ice-free Bering waters was compounded by motor problems, 
physical exhaustion, lack of patching material, and an inoperative radio. 
They decided to land as soon as possible.

On the morning of May 13, 1926, the crew sighted a few houses near a spot 
apparently safe for landing. In a last effort to find Nome, they searched 
the coast for several hours, all in vain. Whereupon they returned to the 
houses, and landed without difficulty. Not knowing where they were, 
Amundsen observing that the village people were "a peculiar people...they 
did not show the slightest perturbation or excitement," the crew discovered 
that they were at Teller, on Front Street in fact! Thus ended the seventy- 
one hour voyage which accomplished one of man's greatest victories over 
the North Pole.

Until a freighter could reach Teller and take the dirigible to Italy, the 
Norge was dismantled, packed into crates, and stored in a nearby warehouse. 
The crew then left for Nome, where they were sullenly received for placing 
Teller in the international news of the day. In June, the crew of Norge 
boarded Victoria and, after several stops at the Aleutians, arrived at 
Seattle, Washington. There they received the spectacular welcome which they 
expected and rightfully deserved. By early July, the crew of Norge were 
in Europe.

Norge was later recovered by Italy. Nobile reconstructed the dirigible 
for another Polar flight, this time in the name of Italy. But, in the 
attempt, Norge crashed and was lost. Ironically, Amundsen set out to 
rescue Nobile at the scene of the crash, but lost his life. His body 
was never found.

Nota bene; This nomination does not apply to the landing site of Norge per 
se. Rather it relates to the warehouse near which Norge landed and in 
which the dirigible was placed in storage. Of all buildings in Teller, 
the warehouse was a significantly integral part of the Norge flight of 
1926.
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