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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORI GIN AL C/f known.) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Rogers Hall is a rectangular, three-story Greek Revival mansion which 
faces southeast from the northern terminus of Court Street, thus commanding 
a view of the main street of the city. It was built by George Washington 
Foster between 1854 and 1855.

! 'V' •' ' •* ,

i- A'_.> The house consists of three floors/ The first floor is a basement 
'above the ground, the secom^anct^'third are the main living areas. There 
is a full-length piazza on the front of the second story which is supported 
by an enclosed arcade. In the middle of the piazza is the portico which 

, features four fluted Ionic columns rising from the porch to the broad den- 
* tiled entablature which supports a Japped rogf. A broad flight of stone 
steps ascend to the portico. The capitals of the columns feature the egg 
and dart design.

The entrances on the second and third floors are recessed and feature 
side windows and flanking pilasters and a square transom. The third 
floor entrance gives access to a free-standing balcony. The windows on the 
second floor are sliding casement windows on the front and regular case 
ment windows on the back. The windows on the west side of the second 
floor and of the third floor are six pane sash windows. The east wall of 
the second floor features two false windows which break the monotony of 
the solid brick wall.

The floor plan consists of two rooms on either side of a broad hall. 
On the second floor double parlors are on the right of the hall and two 
rooms separated by a small kitchen are on the left. The double parlors 
are separated by panelled, sliding doors. The floors are narrow hardwood 
oak. The third floor duplicates this plan, but dressing and bath rooms 
separate the rooms here. The basement basically follows this same plan 
but has in recent years been divided into smaller rooms.

The second floor entrance hall features a broad center stairway ris 
ing to a landing where it divides into two flights to the third floor. 
The first floor is reached only from the outside.

Each of the second floor rooms has a marble mantel which is in keep 
ing with the Greek Revival design. The chimneys are end interior.

The cornices, one of the building's most important features, are 
delicate plaster moldings of acanthus leaves and grapes, oak leaf and 
acorn clusters, and other designs.

The roof of Rogers Hall is hipped with a flat pinnacle which once 

bore a cupola.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

George Washington Foster was one of the wealthy planters of the 
Oakland Community, in the Colbert Reserve. He owned plantations in 
Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi. In the 1850's, when he wanted to 
build a town house, he chose the highest point in the downtown Florence 
area, the present northern terminus of Court Street. Because of the 
location, Foster had to obtain a special act of the Alabama State Legis 
lature to close the street.

The house was probably begun in 1854 or 1855. In the 1920's, when 
it was being remodeled, a board was found signed "John Ballinger, Carpen 
ter and Builder, August 24, 1855." Although Foster moved into the house 
sometime before 1860, some sources state the full original plans were 
never carried out because of the Civil War.

Mr. Foster engaged Hastings of Atlanta to landscape the gardens and 
the lawns.

According to the diary of Sarah Independence Foster, a daughter of 
Foster, troops from both the Union and Confederate armies camped on the 
grounds. On November 3, 1863, officers of the Union Army, under Sherman's 
command, stayed in the Foster home. A year later General Beauregard, 
General Forrest and General Stephen D. Lee visited the home. General 
Forrest and his wife and son, Lieutenant W. Forrest, spent several days 
with the Foster family.

In 1878 George Washington Foster died and the home passed to Sarah 
Independence Foster who married Sterling Payne MacDonald. He had been 
a Captain in the Confederate Army and had visited in the home several 
times during the Civil War. They lived in the home until 1900 when it 
was sold to Emmett O'Neal, a local lawyer.

In 1910 Eramett O'Neal was elected Governor of Alabama and the people 
of Florence formed a torch light parade which proceeded from the Court 
house to Courtview where they met the governor-elect on the porch. After 
leaving office in 1915, O'Neal made his home in Birmingham and the house 
in Florence was rented out as a boarding house.

When Governor O'Neal died, in 1922, Courtview was sold to Thomas

more
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8. Significance Rogers Hall

M. Rogers, Sr. He and his wife remodeled and renovated the house and used 
it as their home until 1948 when Mrs. Rogers sold it to Florence State 
College. The college, now Florence State University, uses the home as a 
social center.

In 1935 Courtview was placed on the Historic American Buildings Survey. 
A description of its appearance was placed in the Library of Congress.
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