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style from designs by Thomas J. $parrow, a leading mid-nineteenth

century Portland architect. The Captain Merrill House is a large, square
three story wooden dwelling with a granite foundation and a hip roof.

To its rear is a large, rectangular three story wooden ell, also with

a granite foundation and a hip roof. The facade of the main house is
composed of five bays. An entrance with double doors is found in the
first story central bay. Over the doorway is a balcony supported by two
large brackets. On either side of the central doorway are two windows
with six-over-six- panes and heavy moldings above them. Identical window
treatment is present on all five bays of the second story facade. The
first two stories are clapboarded, while the third is match boarded.

Each of the five bays of the third story contains a small rectangular
window. Above these is an overhang ornamented by a series of brackets.

The Captain Reuben Merrill gguse was built in 1858 in the I;ﬁqian

The Teft and right walls of the Captain Merrill House are identical.
Each story has three windows. The first, second and third story windows
are identical to those on the first, second, and third story facade.
Like the facade, the first two stories are clapboarded, while the third
is match boarded. The bracketed overhang of the front continues on the
sides. On either side of the house, two tall rectangular brick chimnies
project at the roofline. The hip roof is crowned at the center by a
rectangular balustrade.

The ell covers most of the rear wall of the Captain Merrill House.
The Teft side of its first story has been converted into a garage, while
an enclosed sun porch has been attached to the right side. The second
story of the ell is clapboarded and possesses windows similar to those
on the main house. The treatment of the ell's third story is identical
to that on the main house with its matched boarding and small rectangular
windows. The bracketed overhang is continued from the main house.

The dignified design and large scale of the Captain Reuben House
make it an impressive example of a mid-nineteenth century Maine adaptation

of the Italian style in wood. “"'““\N\\\
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Captain Reuben Merrill House has both historical and architec~
tural significance. Captain Merrill, for whom the house was built in
1858, was a leading mid-nineteenth century sea captain in the coastal
town of Yarmouth, Maine. He was born in the nearby community of Cumber-
land on December 2, 1818, went to sea in his youth, and rose to become
a master mariner. During his career, Captain Merrill commanded the mer-
chant ships Cumberland, Yarmouth, Esther, and Champlain. He lost his
1ife on June 16, 1875, during the wreck of the Champlain. That vessel
had almost completed a voyage from New York to California when it entered
a heavy fog and struck the Farallones Islands near San Francisco. Captain
Merrill was the last man to leave the ship after being assured that the
rest of the crew was safe in life boats. As he entered a boat, he was
struck by the martingale and killed. Captain Reuben Merrill's long career
at sea and its courageous ending symbolize the 1ife of the nineteenth
century Maine sea captain.

After Captain Merrill's marriage to Hannah Elizabeth Blanchard on
October 1, 1846, the couple moved to Yarmouth. More than a decade later
in 1857, Captain Merrill commissioned the prominent Portland architect
Thomas J. Sparyow to draw plans for what was to become the grandest mid-
nineteenth century home in Yarmouth.

Sparrow was at the peak of his career in the 1850's. Born in Port-
land on March 4, 1805, he first entered the organ manufacturing business
with John K. Paine. He then turned to carpentry and was first listed
as a joiner in the Portland Directory of 1837. The next directory,
published in 1841, noted Sparrow as an architect, the first time a native
of Portland had assumed that professional title.

Of the many structures which Sparrow designed in the 1840's and 50's
- only three are known to survive besides the Captain Merrill House. These
are the Sparrow Block in Portland, an Italianate brick row house of 1849
which introduced that style to the city; a large granite obelisk of 1851
which was erected in Portland's Western Cemetery to mark the grave of
the beloved school master, Henry Jackson, and Mechanics' Hall, a hand-
some Italian style block of 1857-59 in downtown Portland.

(See Continuation Sheet)




“The Ship Champlain",

Portland Daily Press, June 21,

1875

Shettleworth, Earle G., dJdr.,

The Architecture of Portland, Maine,

1830

to 1870, an unpublished thesis at the Colby
College Library, Waterville, Maine.

Original manuscripts relating to the Tife of Captain Reuben Merrill and
the construction of his house,
Yarmouth, Maine.

in the possession of Mrs. Hubert Barker,
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8. SIGNIFICANCE

Thomas J. Sparrow practiced architecture into the 1860's, but i1l
health prevented him from playing an active role in the rebuilding of
Portland after the Great Fire of 1866. He died in Brownville, Maine, on
December 22, 1870.

Sparrow provided Captain Merrill with the design for a stately three
story wooden Italianate mapsion. The house was erected in 1858 under the
supervision of dohn A. D*ﬁﬂam, a master builder from Falmouth, Maine. The
dwelling was sited on a Targe lot on the outskirts of the village of Yar-
mouth. Its cost, including land, was approximately $7,000. Captain
Merrill embellished his grounds with a gazebo, more than fifty shade trees,
and a handsome cast iron fence manufactured by Charles M. P]umﬁér of Port-
land. The interior was equiped with a furnace as well as fireplaces. For
the floors, Brussels carpets were imported from Liverpool.

From the time of its first occupancy late in 1858, Captain Reuben
Merrill's mansion has been Tived in by his family. Few changes have been
made to it, and many of its original furnishings are intact. The present
owners, Mrs. Elizabeth Merrill Barker (Captain Merrill's grandaughter)and
her husband, Dr. Hubert Barker, cherish the house.

The Captain Rueben Merrill House is significant for several reasons.
The house was built as the result of the successful maritime career of a
distinguished Maine sea captain. It is an impressive and rare surviving
work of an important Maine architect. Moreover, it has remained in one
family for three generations in an excellent state of preservation.
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