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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Jeffrey House is oriented to the west, southwest and to the 
road, Vt. Rte. 103, with the front (west) elevation of the house 
fronting on the road. The building is set back approximately 
200 feet from the road into the side of a shallow hill. Essen 
tially rectangular in shape, measuring 44 by 40 feet, the build 
ing is two stories in height with a full cellar story and an 
expansive hip roof and is of wood frame, braced post-and-beam 
construction. The wood frame structure sits on a partially 
rubblestone, partially- brick foundation, is sided with naturally 
weathered wood shingles, and is roofed with cut slate. Because 
the building is set back into the side of a shallow hill, the 
foundation on the front (west) elevation is exposed the full 
height of the cellar. Paired, square, brick chimney stacks 
symmetrically crown the building's hip roof near either end of 
the ridge.

The front (west) elevation is five bays across and three stories 
in height, including the exposed cellar story, and is articulatec 
by a large center door with attached side windows on the cellar 
story and two "palladian" windows directly above the door on the 
first and second stories. The exposed wall of the cellar story 
is of brick, load bearing construction laid in common bond. The 
side elevations (north and south) and the rear elevation (east) 
are four, five, and five bays across respectively. The south 
and east elevations each have a center door on the first story 
reached by stone steps. The eaves of the hip roof overhang be 
yond the wall surface and are detailed by a simple wood cornice.

The building has a Georgian first floor plan: e.g., two rooms 
flanking each side of a center stair hall with two chimney stack 
symmetrically positioned on either side of the center hall be 
tween the flanking rooms. The second floor plan is identical to 
the first floor plan except that a ballroom runs the full length 
of the building across the front (west) elevation. The ballroom 
has been divided into three rooms corresponding to the two front 
corner rooms and center hall on the first floor directly below. 
The floor plan of the cellar is also identical to the first flooi 
plan. The cellar floors in the two front rooms and center hall 
are paved with large flat stones, and the interior walls are of 
rubblestone construction identical to the construction of the 
foundation. The wall surfaces of the first and second floors 
are covered with split lathe and horsehair plaster. The archi 
tectural detailing is limited to simple door and window archi 
traves, and simple fireplace mantels. The most distinguishing 
interior architectural detail is c the elliptically-arched cloistei 
vaulted ceiling in the ballroom.
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The Jeffrey House is significant as an excellently preserved 
example of a vernacular, Georgian style house with the scale 
and pretention of a house in the high Georgian style but lackin 
most of the high style interior and exterior architectural de 
tails. Equally significant, examples of Georgian architecture 
are rare in Vermont due to the waning popularity of the Georgia 
style at the time of Vermont's settlement and early development

Built in 1797 by Jabez Sargent, Jr., a local farmer, the Jeffre 
House was built as a hotel and originally fronted directly on 
the road not far from the north corner of the now vanished Mort 
Chester Village common. The house boasted a ballroom, measurin 
44 by 18 feet, on the second floor and a tavern in the cellar. 
The road, since relocated approximately't200 feet away from the 
house to the southwest, was one of the principle late eighteent 
early nineteenth century highways between Montreal and Boston.

The Jeffrey House has historic associations with Jabez Sargent, 
Sr., and with Thomas Chandler and the Cumberland County jail an 
courthouse. Jabez Sargent, Sr., the father of Jabez Sargent, J 
in 1763 was the first permanent settler in the Town of New 
Flamsted, the present Town of Chester. Thomas Chandler was 
responsible for the organization and establishment of the Town o 
New Flamsted, and in 1766 had New Flamsted designated the county 
seat of Cumberland County, part of which is the present Windsor 
County, by erecting a jail and courthouse. Oral tradition state 
that the Jeffrey House sits on the site of Thomas Chandler's jai 
and courthouse.
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